1st Lecture
The origins of language
· Introduction
· The divine source
· The natural sound source
· The physical adaptation source
· Teeth, lips, mouth, larynx and pharynx
· The human brain
· The genetic source








Intro\
· Introduction :· We simply don’t know how language originated.
· We suspect that some type of spoken language developed between 100,000 and 50,000 years ago, well before written language (about 5,000 years ago).
· Absence of direct physical evidence to the origin of language.
               All attempts to find out about the origin of language are mere speculations.  



	



· The divine source:
· In most religions, there appears to be a divine source that provides humans with language.
· In an attempt to rediscover this original divine language, a few experiments have been carried out, with rather conflicting results.
· If human infants were allowed to grow up without hearing any language around them, then they would spontaneously begin using the original God-given language.






          Two famous experiments:
· 1st by an Egyptian pharaoh named Psammetichus → children were said to utter the word “bekos”(that means bread in Phrygian language).
· 2nd by King James the Fourth of Scotland → children were reported to have spoken Hebrew. 
· All other cases of children who have been discovered living in isolation, without coming into contact with human speech, tend not to confirm the results of these types of ‘divine-source’ experiments.
· Very young children living without access to human language in their early years grow up with no language at all.








· The natural sound source:A/ ‘Bow-wow’ Theory
Primitive words could have been imitations of the natural sounds. This type of view has been called the ‘bow-wow’ theory of language origin. it is true that a number of words in any language are onomatopoeic (echoing natural sounds), it is hard to see how most of the soundless as well as abstract things in our world could have been referred to in a language that simply echoed natural sounds.






B/ Natural Cries of Emotion Theory
Original sounds of language may have come from natural cries of emotion such as pain, anger and joy. Interjections such as Ah!, Ooh!, Wow! or Yuck!, are usually produced with sudden intakes of breath, which is the opposite of ordinary talk. We normally produce spoken language on exhaled breath.




C/ ‘Yo-he-ho’ Theory 
It says that the sounds of a person involved in physical effort could be the source of our language, especially when that physical effort involved several people and had to be coordinated. The appeal of this theory is that it places the development of human language in some social context. It does not, however, answer our question regarding the origins of the sounds produced.







· The physical adaptation source:Instead of looking at types of sounds as the source of human speech, we can look at the types of physical features humans possess, especially those that are distinct from other creatures, which may have been able to support speech production. We can start with the observation that, at some early stage, our ancestors made a very significant transition to an upright posture, with bi-pedal (on two feet) locomotion, and a revised role for the front limbs.
Some effects of this type of change can be seen in physical differences between The skull of a gorilla and that of a Neanderthal /niːˈændərtɑːl/ man from around 60,000 years ago.








· Teeth, lips, mouth, larynx and pharynx:Human teeth are upright, not slanting outwards like those of apes, and they are roughly even in height. They are also very helpful in making sounds such as f or v.
Human lips are much more flexible than those of other primates. This helps in making sounds like p or b.
The human mouth is relatively small compared to other primates, can be opened and closed rapidly, and contains a smaller, thicker and more muscular tongue which can be used to shape a wide variety of sounds inside the oral cavity.






The human larynx or ‘voice box’ (containing the vocal cords) differs significantly in position from the larynx of other primates such as monkeys.
The pharynx, which is above the vocal cords, acts as a resonator for increased range and clarity of the sounds produced via the larynx.
There must have been a big advantage in getting this extra vocal power (i.e. a larger range of sound distinctions) to outweigh the potential disadvantage from an increased risk of choking to death.







· The human brain:The human brain controls all the complex physical parts used for sound production. The human brain is lateralized, that is, it has specialized functions in each of the two hemispheres. Those functions that control motor movements involved in things like speaking and object manipulation (making or using tools) are largely confined to the left hemisphere of the brain for most humans.



In terms of language structure, the human may have first developed a naming ability by producing a specific and consistent noise (e.g. pEn) for a specific object. The crucial additional step was to bring another specific noise (e.g. BlEU) into combination with the first to build a complex message (pEn blEU). → Several thousand years of evolution later, humans were able to produce: “This pen is bleu”. 
· The genetic source:The physical changes of human beings can be compared to the physical changes of babies. This almost automatic set of developments and the complexity of the young child’s language have led some scholars to look for something more powerful than small physical adaptations of the species over time as the source of language. This seems to indicate that human descendants are born with a special capacity for language.



It is innate; no other creature seems to have it this innateness hypothesis would seem to point to something in human genetics
The investigation of the origins of language then turns into a search for the special ‘language gene’ that only humans possess.
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