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مقدمه في اللغويات التطبيقية
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 I. Introduction:  

- Every human pronounces the same sounds differently . Therefore , there too    

many ways of  saying or pronouncing any simple word.

- These differences are due to  different situations in which the words are pronounced; when being angry , happy, sad, sick, relaxed, tired..etc.
 II. Phonology.

· It is the description of  the systems and patterns of speech sounds in a language.

· It is based on  a theory  of what every speaker  of a language unconsciously  knows about  the sound patterns of that language.

· It is concerned with the abstract or mental  aspect of  the sounds( angry , happy, sad, sick, relaxed, tired..etc. ) in language rather than  the physical articulation of speech sounds. 

 IV. Phonemes

· A phoneme :
 The smallest meaningless  unit or sound  in a language like the sounds between   slashes /g/, /k/, /v/, /t/…….etc. Slash marks  / /  are used to indicate  a phoneme like  /m/ and phonemic writing

· An  abstract segment, as opposed to the square brackets [  ] as in [d] used for    

        each phonetic or physically produced segment.

· What do we mean  when we say that  a phoneme functions contrastively?

· If we substitute on sound for another word and there is a change  of meaning, 

          then the two sounds represent different phonemes.

      Example: There are two phonemes in English language  /b/  and /p/

                          pray   and   bray

                         fine     and    vine 

Phones and allophones 

A. Phone: a physically produced speech sound , representing one version of  a phoneme. They are the phonetic  units that appear in square brackets. If we have a set  of phones, all of which are versions of one phoneme.

     e.g.  Tar, star, cat, ( beginning, middle and final[t]  = 3 phones   )

B. Allophones: One of  a closely related set of  speech sounds or phones. 

   For example:    /p/ has three allophones:  /p/ in pen is aspirated   and symbolized as [ P 1] in the initial position of the word pen. /p/ in spin is unaspirated  and symbolized [p=] after initial  s of the word spin /p/ in lip  is either aspirated or unreleased [p-] in final position of lip. 

V. Minimal pairs and sets.

 A. Minimal Pairs: Two or more words that are identical in form except for a contrast in one phoneme in the same position in each word ..e.g. 

  -  bad, mad   ( b  & m )

  -  cut, but      ( c   & b )

  -  lend, send ( l   & s ) 

B. Minimal Set: When a group of words can be differentiated, each one from others, by changing one phoneme( always in the same position ), then we call them a minimal set.

     Minimal Vowel Set ( feat, fit, fat, fought, foot )

     Minimal Consonant Set ( big, pig, rig, fig, dig, wig) 

VI. Phonotactics.

 Phonotactics are constraints on the permissible combination of sounds in a language (i.g. permitted arrangements of phonemes)

 Example:

         Saleem is a very important person . Oh! He is a VIP
VI. Syllables : A syllable is a unit of sound consisting of a vowel or vowel-like sound, including diphthongs  and optional consonants before or after the vowel.

  The basic elements of a syllable :

      A. Onset : one or more consonants followed by a rhyme

      B. Rhyme: Consists of a vowel ( nucleus) & any following consonant(s) 

VI. Syllables :

    A. Open Syllable: A syllable which has an onset and a nucleus

          Examples:

              ( go , me, no, to )    are called open syllables

              g , m , n , t  _______  are called onsets

              o, e,        _______       are called nucleuses.

     B. Closed Syllable: When the coda is present , the syllable is considered close.

              up, top, pen, hat …..etc  ________________closed syllables.

              CVC   like   top       /t/  is  onset

              o and p are rhyme  /o/ is nucleus

                                            /p/ is coda 

VI. Sample Questions 

1. All of the following are situations that make humans pronounce the same sound differently except _________________.

     A. relaxation                                                   B. wealth

     C. sadness                                                      D. happiness
 2. _________ is concerned with the abstract or mental aspect of the sounds.      

    A. Phoneme                                                     B. Allophone 

    C. Phonology                                                   D. Morphology
 3. We use  ________ to indicate a phoneme in a language.

    A. ( )                                                                 B. [ ]

    C. “ ”                                                                D. / /
4. /p/ and /b/ in the words ( park and bark) are  ________________

    A. two phonemes                                            B. one syllable

    C. two vowels                                                 D. two rhymes  

5. George is one very ignorant guy. -  Yeah, he is a big vig. The underlined word “ vig” is called________________ 

     A. a phoneme                                                   B. phonotactic

     C. a minimal pair                                              D. an allophone
6. One of the following is not a basic element of a syllable. It is _______ .      

    A. the onset                                                     B. the neucleus 

    C. the nasal sound                                           D. the coda
7. The allophone of the phoneme /p/ in the word  ____ is spin is unaspirated.
    A. pen                                                                 B. spin

    C. pan                                                                D. pin
8. __________ are two or more words that are identical in form except for a contrast in one phoneme in the same position in each word.

    A. Minimal pairs                                             B. Allophones                         

    C. Rymes                                                        D. Syllables

9. A ______________ is a unit of sound consisting of a vowel and optional consonants before or after the vowel.

     A. phoneme                                                   B. syllable

     C. minimal pair                                              D. allophone
10. One or more consonants followed by a rhyme is called________ .      

    A. the onset                                                     B. the nucleus 

    C. the nasal sound                                           D. the coda
11. In the syllable “ flag” the nucleus is _________ .

    A. f                                                                    B. l

    C. g                                                                   D. a
12. The syllable “ ______________” is open

   A. he                                                                  B. heat

   C. hit                                                                  D. it
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