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Prefixes

a- not: atypical

ante- before: antenatal (= before birth)

anti- against: anti-American, antisocial

auto- self: autobiography (= the story of the
writer’s own life)

bi- two: bicycle, bilingual (= using two
languages), bimonthly (= twice amonth
or every two months) .

cent-, centi- hundred: centenary
(= the hundredth anniversary), centimetre
(= one hundredth of a metre)

circum- around: circumnavigate
(= sail around)

co- with; together: co-pilot, coexist,
cooperation

con- with; together: context (= the words
or sentences that come before and after
a particular word or sentence)

contra- against; opposite: contradict
(= say the opposite)

counter- against; opposite:
counterrevolution, counterproductive
(= producing the opposite of the desired
effect)

de- taking sth away; the opposite: defrost
(=removing the layers of ice fromairidge,
etc.), decentralize

deca- ten: decathlon (= a competition
involving ten different sports)

deci- one tenth: decilitre

dis- reverse or opposite: displeasure,
disembark, discomfort

e- using electronic communication:
e-commerce

ex- former: ex-wife, ex-president

extra- 1 very; more than usual: extra-thin,
extra-special 2 outside; beyond:
extraordinary, extraterrestrial (= coming
from somewhere beyond the earth)

fore- 1 before; in advance: foreword

= at the beginning of a book) 2 front:

foreground (= the front partof a picture),
forehead

hexa- six: hexagon (= ashape with
six sides)

in- il-, im-, ir- not: incorrect, invalid,
illegal, illegible, immoral, impatient,
impossible, irregular, irrelevant

inter- between; from one to another:
international, interracial

Kkilo- thousand: kilogram, kilowatt

maxi- most; very large: maximum

_mega- million; very large: megabyte,
megabucks (= alot of money)

micro- very small: microchip

mid- in the middle of: mid-afternoon, mid-air

milli- thousandth: miilisecond, millimetre

mini- small: miniskirt, mini-series

mis- bad or wrong; not: misbehave,
miscalculate, misunderstand &

mono- one; single: monolingual .
(= using one language), monorail

multi- many: multinational (= involving
many countries)

non- not: non-alcoholic, nonsense.
non-smoker, non-stop

nona- nine: nonagon (= a shape with
nine sides)

octa- eight: octagon (= ashape with
eight sides)

out- more; to a greater degree: outdo,
outrun (= run faster or better than sb)

over- more than normal; too much: overeat,
oversleep (= sleep too long)

penta- five: pentagon (=2 shape with
five sides), pentathlon (=2 competition
involving five different sports)

post- after: post-war

pre- before: prepay, preview

pro- for; in favour of: pro-democracy,
Dpro-hunting .

quad- four: quadruple (= multiply by four),
quadruplet (= one of four babies born at the
same time)

re- again: rewrite, rebuild

self- of,toorby yourself: self-taught

semi- half: semicircle, semiconscious

sept- seven: septuplet (one of seven babies
born at the same time)

sub- 1 below; less than: sub-zero 2 under:
subway, subtitles (= translations under the
pictures of a film)

super- extremely; more than: superhuman
(= having greater power than humans
normally have), supersonic (= faster
than the speed of sound)

tele- far; over a long distance:
telecommunications, telephoto lens

trans- across; through: transatlantic,
transcontinental

tri- three: triangle, tricycle

ultra- extremely; beyond a certain limit:
ultramodern

un- not; opposite; taking sthaway:
uncertain, uncomfortable, unsure, undo,
undress

under- notenough: undercooked

uni- one; single: uniform (= having the
same form) #

vice- the second most important:
vice-president .
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Suffixes

-ablef-ible,-ble (to make adjectiv
possible to: acceptable, noticeable,
convertible, divisible (= possible to divide),
irresistible (= that you cannot resist)

-age (to make nouns) a process or stafe:
storage, shortage

-al (to make adjectives) connected with:
experimental, accidental, environmental

-ance, -ence, -ancy, -ency (tomake
nouns) an action, process or state:
appearance, performarnce, existence.
intelligence, pregnancy, efficiency

-ant,-ent (to make nouns) a person who
does sth: assistant, immigrant, student

-ation (to make nouns) a state or an action:
examination, imagination, organization

-ble-able

-ed (to make adjectives) havinga particular
state or quality: bored, patterned

-ee (to make nouns) a person to whom sth
is done: employee (= sb who is employed),
trainee (= sb who is being trained)

-en (to make verbs) to give sth a particular
quality; to make sth more ~: shorten,
widen, blacken, sharpen, loosen, (but
note: lengthen)

-ence (-ency) - -ance

-ent--ant

-er (to make nouns) a person who does sth:
rider, painter, banker, driver, teacher

-ese (to make adjectives) from a place:
Japanese, Chinese, Viennese

-ess (to make nouns) a woman who does sth
as a job: waitress, actress”~

~ful (to make adjectives) having a particular
quality: helpful, useful, beautiful

-hood (to make nouns) 1 a state,
often during a particular period of time:
childhood, motherhood 2 a group with sth
in common: sisterhood, neighbourhood

-ian (to make nouns) a person who does
sth as a job or hobby: historian, comedian,
politician

-ible>-able

-ical (to make adjectives from nouns ending
in -y or -ics) connected with: economical,
mathematical, physical

-ify (to make verbs) to produce a state or
_ quality: beautify, simplify, purify -
-ing (to make adjectives) producing a
_ barticular state or effect: interesting

-ish (to maks adjectives) 1 describing
nationality or language: English, Swedish,
Polish 2 like sth: babyish, foolish 3 fairl:
sort of: longish, youngish, brownish

-ist (to make nouns) 1 a person who has
studied sth or does sth as a job: arfist,
scientist, economist 2 a person who
believes in sth or belongs to a particular
group: capitalist, pacifist, feminist

-ion (to make nouns) a state or process:
action, connection, exhibition

-ive (tomake adjectives) havinga
particular quality: atiractive, effective

-ize, -ise (to make verbs) producing a
particular state: magnetize, standardize,
modernize, generalize

-less (to make adjectives) not having sth:
hopeless, friendless

-like (to make adjectives) similar to:
childlike

-ly (to make adverbs) in a particular wa;
badly, beautifully, completely

-ment (to makenouns)astate, an action
or a quality: development, arrangement,
excitement, achievement

-ness (to make nouns) a state or quality:
kindness, happiness, weakness

-clogy (to make nouns) the study ofa
subject: biology, psychology, zoology

-or (tomake nouns) a person who does sth,
often as a job: actor, conductor, sailor

-ous (to make adjectives) havinga
particular quality: dangerous, religious,
ambitious

-ship (to make nouns) showing status:
friendship, membership, citizenship

-ward, -wards (to make adverbs) ina
particular direction: backward, upwards

-wise (to make adverbs) in a particular
way: clockwise, edgewise

-y (to make adjectives) having the quality
of the thing mentioned: cloudy, rainy, fatty,
thirsty
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