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17th century Eng. Lit 

10th  Lecture
ALL FOR LOVE- JOHN DRYDEN
THE DRAMATIC WORKS  OF DRYDEN

LARGE NUMBER OF PLAYS , WRITTEN BY DRYDEN
Dryden was one of the first writers to take an advantage of the re-opening  of the theatres which had been closed when the puritans under Cromwell came to power in England. Dryden wrote a large number of dramas which are detailed below under appropriate headings.
1-COMEDIES
THE WILD GALLANT
SECRET LOVE OR THE MAIDEN QUEEN
SIR MARTIN MARALL
AN EVENING’S LOVE
MARRIAGE  A LA MODE
THE ASSIGNATION
THE KIND KEEPER
AMPHITRYON
One of these is a  comedy of Dryden……….
2-TRAGI- COMEDIES
THE RIVAL LADIES
THE SPANISH FRIAR
LOVE TRIUMPHANT
3-TRAGEDIES INCLUDING HEROIC PLAYS
THE INDIAN IMPEROR
TYRANNIC LOVE OR THE ROYAL MARTYR
ALMANZOR AND ALMAHID
AMBOYA
AURUNG- ZEBE
ALL FOR LOVE OR THE WORLD WELL LOST
DON SEBASTIAN
CLEOMENES
4-OPERAS

THE STATE OF INNOCENCE
ALBION AND ALBANIUS
KING ARTHUR
One of these is an opera of Dryden……….
Dryden was a man of versatile genius. H e distinguished himself as a poet, as a dramatist, and as a critic. He made a name for himself in the writing of both verse and prose. However, it is not a s a dramatist that he won immortality. His greatness rests chiefly upon his poetry and his literary criticism. As for his dramas, it is only

ALL  FOR LOVE   which still endures and which will always endure. The play was written and first performed in December in 1677.ALL FOR LOVE deserves a very high rank in British drama.
THE SUB TITLE

Dryden gave to his play a sub-title which is  THE WORLD WELL LOST. The  sub- title means  that  Antony did well to sacrifice his empire for the sake of his love for Cleopatra, and that Cleopatra did well to sacrifice her kingdom and her life for the sake of her love for Antony.
ALL FOR LOVE is a historical play. Dryden depended  on Shakespeare’s play ANTONY AND CLEOPATRA.
A SUMMARY OF ACT ONE

PORTENTS AND PRODIGIES, WITNESSED BY SERAPION
The play  opens with a speech by Serapion, a priest of the temple of Isis in Alexandria. Serapion in his opening speech gives an account of certain portents and prodigies which have been occurring frequently in Egypt. He had seen a whirlwind blowing furiously, and the doors of the underground tombs of the Egyptians kings opening suddenly. He had then witnessed the ghosts of the buried Egyptians kings coming out of their tombs, and standing on their graves. The ghosts were groaning: and a voice full of grief had then said that Egypt was on the verge of destruction and extinction
A SUMMARY OF ACT ONE
A CONVERSATION BETWEEN SERAPION  AND ALEXAS

Alexas has overheard Serapion’s account of the supernatural happenings: but Alexas does not believe that Serapion has actually witnessed these occurrences. Alexas  scolds Serapion for having described the happenings which he claims to have actually witnessed but which , according to Aexas , are a product of Serapion’s over- heated imagination. Serapion  and Alexas then talk about the prevailing situation in Alexandia. Alexandria is under a siege by the Roman troops of octavius Caesar. Serapion  says that, if Antony is defeated in his war against Ocavius of if Antony gets reconciled with Caesar, Egypt would become merely a province of the Roman empire and would then be exploited by the Romans.
Just at this moment a stranger is seen arriving in Alexandria. Alexas recognizes this stranger as Ventidius, an army general  owing allegiance to Antony. Ventidius  strongly believes that Cleopatra had been responsible for the ruin of Antony. Ventidius says that Cleopatra  has put golden chains around Antony and has made him a slave to her love, thus robbing him of his manliness. Ventidius deplores Cleopatra’s demoralizing influence on Antony who seems to have lost all his heroism and valor. Alexas , in reply, says that one of Antony’s excellent qualities is his loyalty to the woman who loves him.

Ventidius’s object in coming to Alexandria

Ventidius has come to Alexandria in order to make an effort to wean Antony away from this place and to prevail upon him to lead a fresh campaign against Octavius Caesar. A gentleman attending upon Antony informs Ventidius that Antony has been leading a life of isolation for the last many days. Although Antony has given  strict orders that he should not be disturbed in his solitude, Ventidius  decides to disobey the order and  to have a talk with Antony.
The shadow of an Emperor
Before actually intruding upon Antony’s privacy, Ventidius overhears Antony talking to himself . in his soliloquy, Antony says that he would celebrate his birthday with “ double display of sadness” . He had enjoyed  much glory during  the years  of his youth, but now there is no glory left for him to enjoy. He has now forsaken everybody, and everybody has forsaken him. He feels as if he is living alone in the midst of wild of wild Nature.
Antony’s Regret and Remorse
Ventidius feels very depressed on hearing Antony speaking to himself in tones of such despondency. He now approaches Antony and confronts him. Antony , instead of feeling  pleased to see his general and friend, says that the wishes to be left alone. Antony  tells Ventidius that he cannot forget his defeat at the Battle of Actium , but Ventidius  assures him that he can still defeat  Octavius.
Ventidius’s offer of the support of twelve legions to Antony
Ventidius says that Antony  should  not live in an unreal world  should not waste his time in idleness. He then informs Antony that he had brought twelve legions from Parthia to the banks of the river Nile, and that those legions are waiting for Antony to take command of them. Ventidius says that those legions are ready to fight against Octavius’s forces on Antony’s behalf, though they would not fight for Cleopatra’s sake.

A quarrel between friends, and a reconciliation
Antony feels somewhat annoyed to find Ventidius making a contemptuous reference to Cleopatra. He therefore warns Ventidius not to speak a single word against her. Antony says that Ventidius is speaking not frankly but like a jealous traitor. Ventidius  feels deeply hurt at being called a traitor and says that, if he had been a traitor, he would have gone and joined forces with Octavius. Antony , realizing his mistake, apologizes to Ventidius, whereupon Ventidius says that it would be better for  Antony to kill him than to regard him as a traitor.
Antony then appreciates Ventidius’s sincerity towards him and says that, while all the others have merely been flattering him, Ventidius alone has spoken frankly and has spoken from a true feeling of friendship for him. Antony then calls upon Ventidius  to show him the way to victory because there is still time for  them to set things right. However, Antony says st the same time that Ventidius should not curse Cleopatra.

Antony’s promise to leave Cleopatra and go with Ventidius
Antony now promises to leave Cleopatra  in order to go with Ventidius, even though he loves her beyond life, beyond  conquests, and beyond empire, though not beyond his honour. Antony says that Ventidius will once again see him fully armed to fight, and ready to command the veterans waiting for him.
He then assures Ventidius that his heart have again become  as firm and strong as they originally were. Once again Antony feels the desire to face his enemies in the battle. He and Ventidius would lead their soldiers like Time and Death, and would make their enemies taste the doom which is to overtake them.

Samples of the Questions :
ALL FOR LOVE is a  ………. play.

A- romantic
B- social
C- historical
D- tragic
The correct answer is (C)
A stranger is seen arriving in Alexandria. Alexas recognizes this stranger as …….. ,

A- Ventidius
B- Cleopatra
C- Antony
D- Octavia
The correct answer is (A)
11th Lecture
A SUMMARY OF ACT TWO
Cleopatra’s sadness at Antony’s decision to leave
Cleopatra is feeling grieved to learn that Ventidius has prevailed upon Antony to leave Alexandria and go with him to fight against Octavius. Charmion , the other  maid-cum- companion of Cleopatra , now returns, after having delivered     Cleopatra ‘s message of love to Antony who is getting ready to quit Alexandria.
Charmion then says that Antony had expressed his inability to meet Cleopatra before leaving but had said that he would always respect her.
Alexas’s  suggestion to Cleopatra
Alexas  now intervenes and tells Cleopatra that she has misjudged Antony because she is under the influence of her passion and is making no use of her reason. Alexas then suggests that Cleopatra should try to meet Antony  before Antony actually departs from Alexandria  because  she might then be able to prevent his departure altogether.
Antony’s disparaging remarks about Octavius
Antony, Ventidius, and the military officers who are to accompany them now appear , fully prepared to leave Alexandria. Octavius  is incapable of taking an initiative  in war, and that Octavius is incapable  of launching an attack upon the enemy.
Gifts from Cleopatra. Antony, inclined to see Cleopatra
Alexas now appears on the scene and, addressing Antony, says that the mournful Cleopatra has sent a thousand good wishes to him and his comrades- in- arms. Alexas  then distributes a few diamonds among Antony’s commanders, saying that Cleopatra has sent these gifts as a token of her good-will . Ventidius  bluntly  refuses to accept any gift sent by Cleopatra . Antony, however, accepts the ruby bracelet  which Cleopatra has sent for him, even though Ventidius stoutly opposes Antony’s acceptance of her gift.
Ventidius warns Antony that  these gifts  symbolize only misfortunes and disasters for those who accept them.  Antony  then tries to tie the bracelet on his arm but is unable to do so, whereupon Aexas suggests that this bracelet  should be tied on Antony’s arm by the person who sent it . ventidius then urges Antony not to allow Cleopatra to come near him.

But Antony says that he would only be bidding farewell to her. Ventidius says that all his efforts to wean away Antony from her failed. Ventidius expresses his fear  that antony would again fall into Cleopatra’s trap; but Antony asserts that he has formed a firm resolve to leave her and that nothing can shake his resolve.

Antony’s impeachment of Cleopatra
Then Cleopatra herself appears , accompanied by Charmion and Iras. Cleopatra tells Antony that the gods have become jealous of her love for him and his love for her. She says that the whole world has become hostile to her  and her love, and would therefore like to bring about a separation between her and him. She then says that Antony himself has also turned her . he believes that she is responsible for having ruined him.
Fulvia , his wife, had grown jealous of his love for her (Cleopatra), and had, in fact, died because of his unkindness towards her. Thus it was she who  had brought about his downfall. Now , says Antony, Ventidius , who is an honest man and who is his only friend, has been able to gather together twelve legions who are ready to fight  under  his command against Octavius. He must therefore leave , says Antony.

Ventidius’s  charges against her; and her reply
Ventidius  at this point refers to Cleopatra as a temptress who is trying to lure Antony from the path which has now chosen to follow. He insists that it was she who had ruined Antony.
She admits that she had urged Antony to fight at sea and not on land.; but she had not betrayed  was Antony. She  had fled from the battle , but she had not gone and joined the enemy. If she had fled , it was  because of her womanly fear. Ventidius , intervening, says that, if again Antony were  to be faced with danger at any time , she would still desert him in order to save her own skin.

Cleopatra ‘s  trump- card
Cleopatra  now plays her trump- card. She produces a letter which, she says, Octavius had written to her. Antony  recognizes the  handwriting as that of   Octavuis . Octavuis ‘s letter contains an offer of two  kingdoms to Cleopatra  in exchange  for her forsaking Antony  and joining forces with  him. Octavuis has promised to make her the queen not only of Egypt but also of Syria in case she becomes his ally.
Cleopatra reveals that she had spurned Octavius’s offer only because she has always been loyal to Antony. Antony is now deeply moved by  Cleopatra  Cleopatra’s fidelity to him; and Alexas  says privately to himself: “ He melts; we conquer.” Cleopatra urges Antony to go to the wars because his interest requires that he should do so . she says that her arms are too weak to hold him here.

Antony’s decision to stay on in Alexandria with Cleopatra
Antony is now so moved by Cleopatra’s piteous manner of speaking  that he says that all this is too much for any man to endure . Cleopatra  says that , if it is difficult for a man to endure all this, it would much  more difficult for  a woman  like her to endure it all. She describes herself as a weak, forsaken woman who is in love , and who can hardly bear her separation from her lover.
Ventidius at this point intervenes again, and asks Antony what value this worthless  woman  can have in his eyes , as compared to his fortunes, his honour, and his fame. Antony replies that , in discovering Cleopatra’s innocence and finding her really in love with him, he has made a bigger conquest than he could have done by defeating  Octavius. Antony now  bids Ventidius apologize  to Cleopatra for having brought all kinds of charges against her. Ventidius then asks if Antony  would go with him or not.

A ntony replies that  he is not prepared to leave Cleopatra who represents everything  that is excellent. His faith, his sense  of honor , his virtue, and all good things forbid him to leave a woman who value his love above the price of kingdoms.  As for himself , he would not be pleased with anything less than Cleopatra.

Antony’s plan to launch a surprise attack
An idea now occurs to  Antony .  He would make a surprise attack on the besieging Roman troops. He asks Cleopatra to order the unlocking of the gate which opens towards Octavius’s camp. He decides to lead an Egyptian force  in order to launch an assault upon Octavius’s troops who would be least expecting it.
Samples of the Questions :
Ventidius expresses his  …….  that Antony would again fall into Cleopatra’s trap.
A- happiness
B- confusion
C- depression
D- fear
The correct answer is (D)
Octavuis ‘s letter contains an offer of…….. kingdoms to Cleopatra  in exchange  for her forsaking Antony.
A-two
B-three
C- four
D- five
The correct answer is (A)
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A SUMMARY OF ACT THREE
Antony and Cleopatra in a rapturous mood
Antony wins a great victory  over Octavius’s troops by having launched a surprise attack on them. He tells Cleopatra that it was the thought of her love which had urged him forward to attack the enemy. Just then Ventidius  arrives to have a talk with Antony.
Antony is greatly appreciative of Ventidius’s sincerity towards him, and he also appreciates Ventidius’s integrity and purity of character. Ventidius loves Antony even though Antony is rushing to meet his ruin.

Ventidius’s suggestion, not found feasible by Antony
When Antony returns and meets Ventidius, he claims to have won victory without Ventidius’s help. Antony says that  Octavius’s troops are no longer a serious threat to him because of the defeat which he has inflicted upon them. Five thousand Roman troops , he says, have been slaughtered by him and by his Egyptian soldiers.
Ventidius then suggests that, on the basis of victory, Antony should try to arrive at a suitable settlement with Octavius.  Antony replies that Octavius would never like to come to terms with him because Octavius aims at ruing him completely. Ventidius asks  if antony has no friends in Octavius’s army to support his cause.

Antony’s account of his friendship with Dollabella
Antony then says that he has no real friend in Octavius’s  army on whom he can now rely. However, once he did have a friend who  was the bravest yound man in Rome. They loved each other so much that they would be compared to two streams which meet and get lost in each other. Antony then reveals that young man with whom he had been so intimate was Dollabella. Ventidius says that Dollabella is now a supporter of Octavius.
Antony says that Dollabella had left him because Antony had forbidden him to meet Cleopatra. Dolllabella had left because he had found that Antony had become jealous of him and because he did not wish to hurt Antony’s feelings. Ventidius says that Dollabella still loves Antonyand that Dollabella has even been trying all this time to make peace between Antony and Octavius. Antony says that he would really feel pleased if Dollabella comes to meet him.

An emotional meeting between Antony and Dollabella
Ventidius now brings Dollabella into Antony’s presence. In fact , when Antony had refused to go with Ventidius to wage war against Octavius( at the end of Act II), Ventidius had decided to employ a different strategy in his efforts to wean away Antony from Cleopatra. He had managed to get in touch with Dollabella, and also with Antony’s wife, Octavia. He had then prevailed upon both of them to come with him to Alexandia in order to make an effort to prevail upon Antony to leave Cleopatra. Antony feels delighted and thrilled to see Dollabella before him.
At this point Ventidius intervenes to say that Antony now is what he has made himself. Dollabella supports  Ventidius in this view . Antony warns Dollabella not to criticize him for loving Cleopatra. Dollabella then suggests that Antony  should get reconciled with Octavius Caesar, and he goes on to say that he has brought from Octavius the terms of the proposed reconciliation. Antony further says that Octavius is a hypocrite full of false pretences and hidden motives, and that Octavius was intended by Nature to be a greedy money lender and not an emperor.

An interview between Antony and Octavia
Ventidius now brings  Octavia( Antony’s wife) into Antony’s presence. Octavia is accompanied by Antony’s two little daughters . For a moment Antony is rendered speechless with surprise. However, Antony does not make any move on seeing his wife and daughters before him, whereupon Ventidius scolds him for his indifference to them.
Then Octavius herself speaks and asks Antony  if he recognizes her . Antony replies that she is Octavius’s sister . Octavius says that he has given an unkind reply to her question. She is not only Octavius’s sister , but Antony’s wife, she says. She then complains  that he had wronged her and had, in fact, driven her away from his house.

But her loyalty as a wife outweighs her self- respect , and so she has come back to him  to claim him as her husband. Both Ventidius  and Dollabella approve of Ocatvia’s effort to  conciliate her husband.

A reconciliation between Antony and Octavia. Antony’s decision to leave Cleopatra
Antony is now in two minds. He does not know what to do. He says that his feeling of pity urges him to take Octavia’s side but that the same feeling of pity urges him even more strongly to stick to Cleopatra. Ventidius  says that both pity and justice demand that Antony should take the side of Octavia.
Octavia then urges her children to approach their father and entreat him to acknowledge them as his own children. Octavia addresses him as her husband, while the children address him as their father. Antony is overwhelmed by this combined pressure, and says that he admits his defeat.

He expresses his regret  to his wife and children for having neglected them . Thus a complete reconciliation has taken place between Antony and Octavia, and now promises to leave Cleopatra.

An exchange of bitter  remarks between two women

On learning what has happened, Alexas goes  in haste to Cleopatra and tells her about the reconciliation between the husband and the wife. There is a confrontation between Cleopatra and Octavia, and there is an exchange of bitter remarks between them. Octavia says that she has come to liberate her husband from his chains of slavery to Cleopatra.
Octavia says that Cleopatra  is responsible for all her sufferings. But the moment Octavia leaves, Cleopatra’s heart begins to sink at the thought that Octavia has got back her husband and that Cleopatra is going to lose her lover. She now wants to weep over Antony’s desertion of her till she dies.

Samples of the Questions :
Antony wins a great victory  over Octavius’s troops by having launched  ………………on them.

A- an expected attack
B- no attack
C- a random attack
D- a surprise attack
Antony says that Dollabella had left him because Antony had forbidden him to meet ………………..

A- his wife
B- his daughter
C- Cleopatra
D- no one
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A SUMMARY OF ACT FOUR
DOLLABELLA, ENTRUSTED BY ANTONY WITH A TASK
Antony has now to inform Cleopatra about his decision to leave Alexandria in order to go with his wife and daughters. He does not have the courage to face Cleopatra  and tell her of his new development. So he seeks the help of  Dollabella in this matter.
He tells Dollabella that he would like him to go to Cleopatra and tell her what has happened. Dollabella  is at first most reluctant to act as Antony’s envoy. Antony, however, insists that Dollabella must carry out this task, and Dollabella has then no alternative but to agree.

Cleopatra  to try to arouse Antony’s jealousy
Cleopatra  has already come to know about Antony’s decision to leave her and go away in the company of his wife. This information has already been conveyed to her by Alexas. Alexas  suggests to  Cleopatra that in order to detain Antony she should  has fallen in love with Dollabella, says Alexas. Cleopatra  is putting up only pretence of being in love with  Dollabella.  He takes Cleopatra’s advances seriously, and tells her that Antony has sent her a message informing her about his decision to leave her.
On hearing that Antony had spoken about her in the harshest possible terms. Cleopatra feels so deeply hurt  that she faints. When she recovers her senses, Dollabella apologizes to her and confesses  that Antony had not spoken harshly about her  at all and he had invented that story only to promote his own chances with her. Thereupon, Cleopatra also confesses that she is not at all in love with Dollabella, and that she had merely put up a pretence just to arouse Antony’s jealousy.

Cleopatra then requests Dollabella to arrange an interview between her and Antony so that she may be able to talk to him privately and draw some comfort from her talk when he is about to leave her. She says that Antony’s departure from here would mean her death.

Now Ventidius had overheard Dollabella’s soliloquy about the conflict which was going on in Dollabella’s mind between his duty to his friend  Antony and his desire to win Cleopatra’s love now when Antony has decided to leave her. Ventidius and Octavia then go to Antony and report to him that Cleopatra has already taken another lover in place of Antony.

Ventidius’s motive in reporting the matter to Antony is to prejudice Antony against Cleopatra  so that Antony may give up Cleopatra forever and should not entertain the least idea of returning to her. Octavia’s motive in reporting  the matter to Antony is to find out the extent to which Antony may still be interested in Cleopatra.

Antony now becomes furious  with Cleopatra and Dollabella  for having played false with him. Antony is now  feeling enraged and has become antagonistic to both Cleopatra and Dollabella. He thinks that Dollabella has betrayed his trust, and that Cleopatra has proved faithless to him.

Ocatvia’s  Departure
At the same time there is another development. When Octavia finds that Antony is feeling furious at Cleopatra’s  inconstancy, she comes to the conclusion that Antony is continuing to feel interested in Cleopatra. She says that she feels certain that Antony still prefers Cleopatra  to her.
She therefore bids him farewell, saying that she has given all hope of him exclusively to herself. Octavia’s departure has a depressing effect upon Antony also because he feels that he should have been more tactful and should have hidden his real feelings about Cleopatra so as not to hurt Octavia.

Cleopatra and Dollabella, who have come to have a talk with Antony, are astonished by Antony’s reaction. Antony commands both of them to get out of his sight and never to meet him again.

A SUMMARY OF ACT FIVE
On the verge of suicide
Having been dismissed by Antony from his presence, Cleopatra is now feeling distraught. Then she pulls out a dagger in order to stab herself but is prevented from doing so by Charmion  and Iras who catch hold of her.
Alexas then informs Cleopatra that Antony is at this moment standing on the top of the lighthouse and surveying the Egyptian ships which are about to engage in  a battle with Octavius’s fleet.

Cleopatra ‘s rebuke to Alexas for his readiness to betray Antony
Serapion the priest, comes in great haste and informs Cleopatra that the Egyptians ships, which were expected to attack Octavius’s fleet .,had surrended to Octavius without  a fight and in fact joined Octavius’s navy. Serapion says that, if Antony finds Cleopatra anywhere, he would shrink from killing her on the spot. He then advises Cleopatra to hide herself in her monument till the situation clears up.
She becomes even more angry with Alexas when he asks her if she should go to Octavius and negotiate peace with him on her behalf. Alexas tells Antony that Cleopatra could not bear to be accused by Antony of treachery, and that therefore she had shut herself inside her monument where she had stabbed herself.

Antony , now convinced of Cleopatra’s innocence
Having been told by Alexas that Cleopatra  has put an end to her life, Antony feels deeply grieved. He now begins to lament Cleopatra’s death, and regards himself as the murderer of that innocent woman. Now the world seems to be empty to him.
Now he wants to put an end to his life without having to fight. Ventidius says that, in case Antony has decided to put an end to his life, he

(Ventidius ) would like to die also
Ventiduis ‘s suicide
Antony now makes a peculiar request to Ventidius. He wants Ventiduis to kill him with his sword. While Antony gets ready to be killed by Ventidius , Ventidius draws his sword and stabs himself. Then Antony , wanting to kill himself, falls on his sword. However, Antony is not killed immediately.
Antony, fully reconciled with Cleopatra before dying
Cleopatra, having learnt that Alexas had given to Antony a false report of her death, comes in great haste to meet antony before he performs any rash action. She comes with  Charmion and Iras, and finds Antony dying. Cleopatra  says she would prove her faithfulness to him by  a deed and not by words. She tells him that she would die with him. She is not going to surrender to Octavius’s proud authority.
Nor would she allow him to take her prisoner and parade her in the streets of Rome. She then opens the basket in which lies the asp. She then stretches out her arm and gets bitten by the asp, saying that she would not allow Octavius  to capture her alive.

Cleopatra says that she can already feel the fatal poison  of the serpent flowing through her veins. Then, saying that Ocatvius Caesar can now do his worst, she dies.
Samples of the Questions :

Having been dismissed by Antony from his presence, Cleopatra is now feeling  ……….

A- happy
B- distraught
C- delighted
D- afraid
Antony now makes a peculiar request to Ventidius. He wants Ventiduis to kill him with his

A- gun
B- pistol
C- sword
D- hands
14th  Lecture
FINAL REVISION
The Puritan Age (1600-1660) 

The Literature of the Seventeenth Century may be divided into  two periods- The Puritan Age or the Age of Milton (1600-1660)which is further divided into the Jacobean and Caroline periods after the names of the rulers James I and Charles I, was ruled from 1603 to 1625 and 1625 to 1649 respectively; and the Restoration Period or the Age of Dryden(1660-1700). 
The Seventeenth Century up to 1660 was dominated by Puritanism and it may be called the Puritan Age or the Age of Milton who was the noblest representative of the Puritan spirit. 

In literature of the Puritan age, John Milton was the noblest representative of the Puritan spirit to which he gave a most  lofty and enduring expression. 
The Seventeenth Century up to 1660 was dominated by Puritanism and it may be called the Puritan Age or the Age of Milton who was the noblest representative of the Puritan spirit. 

In literature of the Puritan age, John Milton was the noblest representative of the Puritan spirit to which he gave a most  lofty and enduring expression. 
Puritan poetry : 
The puritan poetry, also called the Jacobean and Caroline poetry during the reigns of James I Charles I respectively, can be divided into three parts 
1-Poetry of the school of Spenser 
2-Poetry of the Metaphysical school 
3-Poetry of the Cavalier 
  
Jacobean and Caroline Drama : 
After Shakespeare the drama in England suffered a decline during the reigns of James I and Charles I. The heights reached by Shakespeare could not be kept by later dramatists. The Jacobean and Caroline dramatists gave expression to passive suffering and lack of mental and physical vigor. 
 
Jacobean and Caroline Prose :  
This period was rich in prose. The great prose writers were Bacon, Burton, Milton, Sir Thomas Browne, Jeremy Taylor and Clarendon. For the first time the great scholars began to write in English rather than Latin. So the Bible became the supreme example of earlier English prose style- simple, plain and natural. 
  
The Restoration Period ( 1660-1700) : 
After the Restoration in 1660, when Charles II came to throne, there was a complete repudiation of the Puritan ideals and way of living. In English literature the period from 1660-1700  is called the period of Restoration, because monarchy restored in England, and Charles II , the son of Charles I who had been defeated  and beheaded, came back to England from his exile in France and became the king. It is called the Age of Dryden, because  Dryden was the dominating and most representative literary figure of the Age. 
Restoration Drama : 
In 1642 the theatres were closed by the authority of the Parliament which was dominated by Puritans and so no good plays were written from 1642 till the Restoration. During the Restoration Period the emphasis was on prose as the medium of expression.
Comedy of Manners : 
In it there are two groups of characters, the wits who claim our sympathy and the gulls or the dull ones who arouse our laughter. The end is not the victory of the good over the evil but the witty over the stupid. The Comedy of Manners was the most popular form of drama which portrayed the sophisticated life of the dominant class of society. 
Restoration Poetry : 
John Dryden(1631) The Restoration period was mostly satirical, realistic and written in the heroic couplet of which Dryden was the supreme master. He was the dominating figure of the Restoration Period, and he made his mark in the fields of poetry drama and prose. 
The poetry of Dryden can be conveniently divided under three heads- Political Satires, Doctrinal Poems and The Fables. The poetry of Dryden possesses all the characteristics of the Restoration Period and therefore thoroughly representative of that age. 
 
(c ) Restoration Prose : 
The Restoration period was deficient in poetry and drama, but in prose it holds it head much higher. It was  during the Restoration Period that English prose was developed as a medium for expressing clearly and precisely average ideas and feelings about miscellaneous matters for which prose is really meant. Dryden presented a model of the new prose 
Paradise Lost 
John Milton 
Milton’s Life 
John Milton was born on December 9, 1608, in London. Milton’s father was a prosperous merchant. Milton excelled in school, and went on to study privately in his twenties and thirties. In 1638 he made a trip to Italy, studying in Florence, Siena, and Rome, but felt obliged to return home upon the outbreak of civil war in England, in 1639. Upon his return from Italy, he began planning an epic poem, the first ever written in English 
Women and Marriage : 

Much of Milton’s social commentary in Paradise Lost  focuses on the proper role of women. In Book IV he makes clear that he does not think men and women are equals, alluding to biblical passages that identify man as the master of woman. Although Milton viewed women as inferior to men, believing that wives should be subservient to their husbands, he did not see himself as a woman-hater. I 
Plot Overview : 

M ilton’s speaker begins Paradise Lost by stating that his subject will be Adam and Eve’s disobedience and fall from grace. He invokes a heavenly muse and asks for help in relating his ambitious story and God’s plan for humankind. The action begins with Satan and his fellow rebel angels who are found chained to a lake of fire in Hell. They quickly free themselves and fly to land, where they discover minerals and construct Pandemonium, which will be their meeting place. 
The Importance of Obedience to God : 
The first words of Paradise Lost state that the poem’s main theme will be “Man’s first Disobedience.” Milton narrates the story of Adam and Eve’s disobedience, explains how and why it happens, and places the story within the larger context of Satan’s rebellion and Jesus’ resurrection 
Symbols 
Symbols are objects, characters, figures, and colors used to represent abstract ideas or concepts. 
The Scales in the Sky 
As Satan prepares to fight Gabriel when he is discovered in Paradise, God causes the image of a pair of golden scales to appear in the sky. On one side of the scales, he puts the consequences of Satan’s running away, and on the other he puts the consequences of Satan’s staying and fighting with Gabriel. The side that shows him staying and fighting flies up, signifying its lightness and worthlessness. 
Adam’s Wreath 
The wreath that Adam makes as he and Eve work separately in Book IX is symbolic in several ways. First, it represents his love for her and his attraction to her. But as he is about  to give the wreath to her, his shock in noticing that she has eaten from the Tree of Knowledge makes him drop it to the ground. 
 
 Literary Terms 
1-Personification is giving inanimate objects or abstract ideas human qualities or actions; making non-human things appear as human. 
2-Metaphor: a comparison between two objects for the purpose of describing one of them; a metaphor  states that the one object is the other. 
3- Alliteration: close repetition of consonant sounds at the beginning of words. 
4- Diction: an author’s choice and use of words; his vocabulary. 
5- Epic: an extended narrative poem, with heroic  subject matter and theme, and exalted tone. 
6- Rhyme: the use of words with similar sounds in poetry, usually but  not always at the ends of lines. 
7- Stanza: a group of lines in a poem divided off from the others. Each stanza is usually the same number  of lines in length. 
To Daffodils
Surface meaning: 
In his poem ‘To Daffodils’, the poet Robert Herrick begins by saying that we grieve to see the beautiful daffodils being wasted away very quickly. The duration of their gloom is so short that it seems even the rising sun still hasn’t reached the noon-time. Thus, in the very beginning the poet has struck a note of mourning at the fast dying of daffodils.
The poet then addresses the daffodils and asks them to stay until the clay ends with the evening prayer. After praying together he says that they will also accompany the daffodils. This is so because like flowers men too have a very transient life and even the youth is also very short-lived.
Deep meaning: 

“We have short time to stay, as you,
We have as short a spring.”
Robert Herrick symbolically refers to the youth as spring in these lines. He equates/compares human life with the life of daffodils. Further he says that both of them grow very fast to be destroyed later. Just like the short duration of the flowers, men too die away soon. Their life is as short as the rain of the summer season, which comes for a very short time; and the dew-drops in the morning, which vanish away and never return again. Thus, the poet after comparing the flowers to humans, later turns to the objects of nature – he has compared the life of daffodils with summer rain, dew drops.

Theme: 

the short-lived nature of life, the fleeting passage of time.
like the flowers we humans have a very short life in this world.
beauty is not going to stay forever.
VIRTUE 

George Herbert: 
In "Virtue," which comprises four quatrains altogether, Herbert reflects on the loveliness of the living world but also on the reality of death. Building momentum by moving from the glory of a day to the beauty of a rose to the richness of springtime, while reiterating at the end of each quatrain that everything "must die," Herbert leads the reader to the last, slightly varied quatrain. Herbert contrasts the passing glories of the mortal world with the eternal glory of the immortal soul and thereby distinguishes between momentary and eternal value.
 
ALL FOR LOVE

JOHN DRYDEN
THE DRAMATIC WORKS  OF DRYDEN
THE DRAMATIC WORKS OF DRYDEN
LARGE NUMBER OF PLAYS , WRITTEN BY DRYDEN
 
Dryden was one of the first writers to take an advantage of the re-opening  of the theatres which had been closed when the puritans under Cromwell came to power in England. Dryden wrote a large number of dramas which are detailed below under appropriate headings.
1-COMEDIES  2-TRAGI- COMEDIES 3-TRAGEDIES INCLUDING HEROIC PLAYS
4-OPERAS
 
Dryden was a man of versatile genius. H e distinguished himself as a poet, as a dramatist, and as a critic. He made a name for himself in the writing of both verse and prose. However, it is not a s a dramatist that he won immortality. His greatness rests chiefly upon his poetry and his literary criticism. As for his dramas, it is only 

ALL  FOR LOVE   which still endures and which will always endure. The play was written and first performed in December in 1677.ALL FOR LOVE deserves a very high rank in British drama.
 
THE SUB TITLE

 
Dryden gave to his play a sub-title which is  THE WORLD WELL LOST. The  sub- title means  that  Antony did well to sacrifice his empire for the sake of his love for Cleopatra, and that Cleopatra did well to sacrifice her kingdom and her life for the sake of her love for Antony.
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