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Vowels
al=ll Vg >
You'll recall that consonants are grouped according to certain “dimensions

im0 sleV el oz Olegazo sl Croasil @S Ul gzl 0l IS

Place of articulation, manner of articulation, etc.
(slogdl o WO =l A=y Sl Hlasoll) alasl as,,b ¢ (slopdl s USL) V)=l gy USo
adl...

Vowels can also be grouped according to the dimensions along which they vary.
UeSs il (Leladl ) sVl (e by wlegozo (sl puwdis Loyl aell g ,>
vl lpasy G lowd oMWV

The Language Construction Kit lists these dimensions as Height, Frontness,

Roundedness, . )
ool gl 8,)laall (glai)Vl iolbosun OM s sVl 0id sl aslll by wlgsl

0, lasaw)l 9
Height

How high is the tongue — i.e., how close to the roof of the mouth? )
ol wsw w,lsy ol padl iw (I Jad ludll a5, Sao Sl

This is usually divided into three positions, quite creatively (B8 - ¢ 3.0 J)named
“High,” “Mid,” and “Low.”
waein « daawg « sJle 1g8lge GW (sl puwsis Ul S Layl L) VI ol

:-) Say "Bee” or “You."” That is High. Say “Cat” or “Father.” That is Low. Say “Say”
or "Show."” That is Mid.

Frontness
osdl doaso o Vlwdll )8 Saw galo 1auwloVl
What part of the tongue is involved; that is, what part is raised or lowered?
Vbl o £33 Sl usow (Bl shiv susodl sibudll s52dl sde Jxi Lyl s
Soaiiis ol givy
Is it the part close to the front of the mouth, the back, or the center?

035 30 pl a5,580 o)l doiso) L8Vl el 9b B
These are ever-so-cleverly classified as “Front,” “Central,” and “Back.”
(@u2l>)8,580 9 (@35 ,0)5S yo0 ((@uolol)aorsn (sJI frontness ciouwd adc

Front vowels are heard in “Bee,” "Snake,” and "Cat.” 9 lpeouuwi awloVl dlall Bg,>

aolScat 9Bee gSnake

Back vowels are heard in “You,” "Show,” and “Father. s% gowwi aualz]l alell Bg,>
ks you, show, and father


http://www.zompist.com/kitlong.html
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" English has only two (some would lump (ge>9 Jo=I) them together and say only
one) Mid vowels

€9 9 lodgeoz; Ul pasdl a9 adawgll el Bg)> o Ulegs (Sgixi &3V aelll

A>lg

Essentially, it's the same sound but is classified as to whether it's used in a stressed
or unstressed syllable

Lpolozeiw! UGS (sde Aoy lpowudig waall Luss L) Mid Vowels adawgll alell g ,>
3330 jully 853 i0ll gblsoll (09

For stressed syllables, the Mid vowel is that which you hear in “*Shut Up.”
Shut Up  aelS gloww suce sauiwll glhsodl 8 &S Jlo

The same sound, in an unstressed syllable, is the famous “Schwa Sound,” which all
English vowels very sneakily a..d> mutate 9= into whenever you don’t bother to
put syllable stress on them.

WBg,20) SChWa weo B33uiw el gblioll (8 ddawgll @)l We,=) sdaalll waall Luss
gizeol| ghasall aanis pll Il oSu o) s (8 @sdssVl el Bg,> JS duwls oz il
Loade s

It's the sound of the first syllable in “about,” for one example.
about aolS o JgVI glhsoll (88 gouuww U5 Jlio
Roundedness

In pronouncing these vowels, your tongue can’t do it all alone; the position of the
lips is also a consideration.
JSiw W=l kel o vl Seid awlwl 9> Uleli Ul idl B =l 0id bhal Juc

Compare “See” and “Sue.” Both have High vowels; “"See” has a Front vowel and
“Sue” a back vowel.
9 @uwolol alc lpoa) See  &dle ale WVg,> Uhg=s logsl bW "See” and “Sue” &, soy
auals Lpide Sue
What else differentiates them? Gkl 9o o
Cesdlo)

It's the lip-rounding; for “See” you pull the corners of your mouth back tightly while
for “Sue” you round them into a nice little *O”
Sue aolS 9 losw . uisaid| ddawly walzl) poll Llg) waxaunss Seed 1 uiaidl Gladl Lpsl
Lopods a5 0 8,5 JSiw @dl> il JS
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Hint:

All vowels involve free passage of lung air through the upper vocal tract.

»> JSeiw asgall olgasll (Sl guis )l poslopdl j9 00 wxrgiws &l Bg,> JS

(This is what distinguishes them from consonants, for which, as you began
to see in the last chapter, there is always some obstruction above the level of the
larynx).
Bo,2dl Ul Cus « dsuzall Bg,=lg alal Bg,> o Byl Jioy Sl [id)
999 clgpll HLad (s3> sl el 8 wlas)l gobudl Jasdl (58 LS ,c oS axu=all
(8,2l Sgsiuo

The impediment to the airstream for vowels is located at the glottis, not in the
supra-glottal tract: the vocal folds are in close enough contact for vibration to occur.

ol loze Boall ol cowdy Hlojoll Olud 9o @l &= (silggd! ,Ladl sle
Aggall olilaVl S a8 @ 800 R85 Ayigall

The sound wave that this generates is amplified by the resonance of the cavities

above the larynx.
izl B9 gzl e slall Saall paii 8 slall dugall asgoll

Hint:

This means that vowels are normally voiced: “normally” because voiceless vowels
are a possibility — they can best be thought of as whispered a.wgopo Vowels.

oo WY "saub JSiu " tacsoiwe Ao b wseab JSuiu alall Bgy> Ul (susy 1is
dLwgopo e Vg)> lpude sl =)Vl sle - adgo V ale Bg)> skl (Sl

Although the vocal folds aren’t actually vibrating for these, there’s still sufficient
constriction at the glottis for the airstream to be impeded and for turbulence (i.e. a
sound wave) to be
generated — you can feel this constriction if you say a few vowels in as loud a
whisper
as you can.
sl VI cadgall oldall (88 Olilud] s V awgopoll Wg =l 0id Ul o p,Jb
"L VI" UgSi Gz (silgpdl Ll ddlel 9 Gwlizl (o S Hlojoll die Lolail waxd
Ayigall a>g0ll
)38 sJle uogs W =l 0 Lasy (gl dic Lol ligy pwlwsYl eisoy
oSl
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VOWELS

They are sounds in which there is no obstruction to the flow of air as it passes from

the larynx to the lips

05950 ic slggll ;L @8lel ol sl Jlid weSy 0l Ve 8,5lall GlaoVl wd sl By ,>

They are classified on the basis of a close-open and front- back diagram.
@l -duolol 9 d>gido -délso 1 yuwlwl (sle Vg =l 01D Ciouud

Vowel chart

VOWELS
Front Central Back rounded/unrounded
. palr) ®u,u:
Close 1 u (contrastive vowel
. length indicated)
@1 (diphthong)
Close-mid € —_— " e 0
unrounded vowel
abeled on left) ‘ 0 Y
(rounded vowel
Open-mid - R ) ) labeled on right)
Open av A— D
x

Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right

represents a rounded vowel.

oi ou

ec ek

oc A
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Mun.ualo. ‘%hbfl. ool

\
<« olrcaq o BAIE@ B o

= ]
@\nng vowela “ Ca\rnn(?) S

Mﬁd—>, _ /_EA? =\ 1/

nee o . (/nf-'d/

; Sreo >/ Bris f

T e meat olmiz{ /
mee 1 s fmist /

—»path | foa:0/

Classifying vowels is in large part 2 matter of specifying tongue positions. Here is
the diagram for heed (i-type vowel). The surface of the tongue is high in the mouth
— close to the hard palate, but not close enough for the aiflow to be impeded, which
would turn the vowel into a consonant.

Flg. 7 g5 ———\'. heed

[i] is said to be a high vowel.

&390 Waxi (sl csewlwl JSiin soiey dell B> puuss
oo © (als)l Bo,> oo i £99) heed anlS) oMl JS_idl .ol
o 6y codall dizdl aaw o)l psll 51> gaire L
uxo By> (sl dell B> Joxi <lgpll HLi samd SOII a8l
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For had, the tongue is low in the mouth — almost flat; the mouth is much more open
inside than for heed.

Fig. 8

- had

-

—
! ugeadly '

[a] is said to be a low vowel.

oo padl S a8 s — pall J3Is jassio gy wludll  had aeds) auwadl
heed aolS ¥ aio S| ;08 J=I1al)

Long E Sound

lEw

g



Aag) 5 jualaall

a1 | B Ty A—

; - POUY‘ -
: tual K S TRt
i rhnughf _»Jbn:t /
o Ju-/ . e fuse s Je®iun7
> 1 va
Seu —»1Su=p/
PnoL 5 [pu=l !
(= ,/?:,/ ﬁ}_(z\\rl s/laa--1/
hirol ;/h?;rd/
eartih »l3se [

Now the [u] of w/hed is also a high vowel. What makes it different in quality from
[i]?

Fig. 9

Jiow S bo .(eiye) e dde B)> Loyl (s "Who'd "aalS (s8"u ™ JI ol bx>\s
Nl Gwe i weall aucgi (09 OIS VI
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Fig. 10 _
[i] high + front [u] high + back
fa] low + front
9\ /?}D/ _;(’cx!’ +,/}<ap{l

hat y Jhatf

Ry //\/L - but »f_b/\ ——
qua. ,#g_a_u#__
duck #d/Lfi;_L._
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5 ,/ m// - olncj; > ,/’/d 0g /
chop »Lfop/
et ronn s lotrnn |
) 7 JI
s I/'U;/ > pud s [Pt/
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1_/3/ saplay | Japlel |
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strut




N otes:

Aag) 5 jualaall

: ot A
Where symbols appear in pairs, the one to the right ok ea

represents a rounded vowel.

(rounded/unmunded
\el (diphthong)

(contrastive VO\;IE
length indicated)

<]

( nded vowel
labeled on right)

Again without looking at the text, say whether the following statements are true

or false. Correct any thar are false.
a. [a] is 2 high back vowel.
b. [i] isa high front vowel.
¢ [u] is a low back vowel.

d. [a] is a low front vowel.

Practise using the altemative terminology:
a. Which is [i], open or close?
b. Which is [u], open or dose?

C. Which is [a], open or dose?

Match the articulatory terms in the first column with the descriptions in the

second column

a. low “surface of tongue raised towards hard palate”

b. open “tongue advanced”
c¢. front “tongue retracted”
d. high “narrow oral cavity”
e. back “tongue flar”

f. dose “wide oral cavity”

unrounded vowel
abeled on left)
rou Wi

10



