Fourth Lecture

In this lecture:

1. Passive effects of the industrial revolution

2. Positive effects of the industrial revolution
3. How the novel came into being

4. Reasons Behind the Emergence of the Novel
5. When and where the novel came into being
6. The Origins of the novel

7. The masters

8. Who is the father/ mother of the English Novel?
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Some of the passive effects of the IR

« The industrial revolution had its demerits:

1. Environmental Pollution due to the spread of machines and factories
2. Poor health conditions at the start of the century: no hospitals, no doctors, just superstition.

3. Materialism: Only believing what is concrete, what is seen, not what is spiritual or ambitious
4. Lack of interest in education as everyone went to work to gain money

5. Work of women and children

6. The weakness of the family structure

7. Poverty of some classes of people

8. Hunger, diseases, deaths.
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Some Positive Effects of the

v’ It changed society from stagnation to turmoil (change)
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v' Made it easier for people to get in touch
v' Made means of transportation easier
v' Made travelling and exploration easier
v’ Created more resources of knowledge like books and magazines
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The industrial revolution

(Changed society — caused stagnation- didn’t change England)
Select True or false

The industrial revolution made Knowledge easier

The industrial revolution _made transportation easier
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The industrial revolution created more resources of knowledge like books and magazines
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How the novel came into being
Dl gl s

«* Of all other literary genres like poetry and drama, the novel is the last major literary form to

have developed in terms of history.
*» (poetry- drama- the novel) is the last major literary form.

«* There was plenty of fiction or of imaginary works like epics, ballads, anecdotes, myths, fables,
folk-tales, legends, and the like. The epics written by Homer in the 6" century BC are an
example of the existence of ‘fictional literature’ well before the novel proper.
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Question
* True or false
v Before the novel arose, there was plenty of fiction like epics, ballads, anecdotes, and myths.
+» Before the novel arose, there was plenty of fiction like history and geography.
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Reasons behind the Emergence of the Nove

The rise of the novel is due to:

The rise of the middle classes in western Europe.

Profound social and economic changes brought the novel into popular prominence.
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Advances into the technology of printing made written texts available to a growing population

of readers.

@ Changes in the modes of distribution and literacy rates brought books and pamphlets to

populations excluded from education: working-class men and women.

@ Authors became free agents in the literary market place dependent on popular sales for success

and sustenance.
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Question

« The novel arose due to:

v" The rise of the middle classes in western Europe.

v" Profound social and economic changes brought the novel into popular prominence.

v" Advances into the technology of printing made written texts available to a growing population of
readers.
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The spread of poetry
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Reasons Behind the Emergence of the Nove

4+ Moreover, the decline of drama in the eighteenth century was also partly responsible for the

R R R @ @

rise and -ascendency of the novel. After the Licensing Act of 1737, the drama lay moribund.

4+ The poetry of the age too-- except for the brilliant example of Pope's work—was in a stage of

decadence. It was then natural that from the ashes of the drama (and, to some extent, of
poetry, too) should rise this new literary genre. This new genre was, of course, the novel.
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When and Where:

@ 1% half of the 18" century in England. Early works similar to the novel date back to the
Elizabethan literature.

@ There were also some effects by the Spanish novel.

@ Sir Philip Sidney's arcadia, Aphra Behn’s Oronooko or the Royal Slave (1688), and John Bunyan’s
the Pilgrims Progress (1678)

oY ) L3l o5 dlo U aglinall 9 6 uSall dysVl JlaeVl LaSsl (8 VA ¢uall o J9YI caaill =
. eV uac 9
alu¥l &gy o Ll Jasy Lol Ibd olsy =+

P50l s (1M (Sl 38,01) 91 (55919,91) il L1« (WIS)1 ) i sl 4

(VvA)( gl
Origins

B The dominant genre in world literature, the novel, is a relatively young form of imaginative
writing.

B Only about 250 years old in England, its rise to pre-eminence has been striking. After sparse
beginnings in 17" century England, novels grew rapidly in production by the 18" century and in
the 19" century became the primary form of popular entertainment.
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How old is the English novel?
1. 100 years
2. 400 years

3. 250 years
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Between 1740 and 1800 hundreds of novels of all kinds were written. However, the real
"masters" of the novel in the eighteenth century were five — Defoe, Richardson, Fielding,

Smollett, and Sterne.

The rest of them are extremely inferior to them. Oliver Elton maintains: "The work of the four
masters stands high, but the foothills are low. “

Fielding was the greatest of the foursome. Sir Edmund Gosse calls Richardson "the first great
English novelist" and Fielding, "the greatest of English novelists." Fielding may not be the
greatest of all, but he was certainly one of the greatest English novelists and the greatest
novelist of the eighteenth century.
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True or false:

The greatest masters of the English novel are:-
Defoe, Richardson, Fielding, Smollett, and Sterne.

The greatest masters of the English novel are Shaw and Shakespeare (they are famous

dramatists)
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Who is the father/ mother of the English Novel:

¢ The first significant novel in English was Aphra Behn’s Oroonoko (1688). It is a novel of violence
and cruelty and is ahead of its time in its defiance of the “noble savage” and its affirmation of

an ant colonial stance.

“» The novel also talks about man’s essential freedom and about women'’s rights in a relatively
very early age. In this way, it can be said that Aphra Behn antedated Daniel Defoe some 30
years before he began writing proper novels.
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Question

4 Oronoco was written in the (17th- 18th-  19th) century.

4+ Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe (1719) is often regarded as the foundation of the modern tradition.
The novels of Daniel Defoe are generally fundamental to 18th century ways of thinking. They

also reflect the merits and demerits of the 18th century novel, and that is why they are essential

for any study of the novel of this period.
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