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Where we Stand

We Focussed on
Qindividualism
QOMaterialism
QSerialisation
UPatronage
QpPrefaces

We Also Discussed
QlLong titles
QSentimentalism
QRepetition
QColonialism

QO Contradiction

QO The omniscient narrator
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Lolonialism

Another very important approach to the novel is
colonialism.

It means the interest of writers from the west in
writing about the east, in presenting it as a

different, unfamiliar place full of exotic people and
manners.

It shows also how English writers described people
from England as powerful and more advanced than
and superior to people from any other country.
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One Major Remark l

OWe said there were so many developmen
before the rise of the novel that led to the
interest in the individual.

QAll individuals felt important. They were sure
they could achieve more and more without the
help of any religious or social institution.

OThere was the desire to see more of the world,
to explore, to travel, and to make more money.
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Some Important Remarks I

We have so far studied ten chapters from the novel.
These chapters cover Robinson’s several journeys
until he lands on the island in addition to some
description of his solitary stay there with no one
to talk to and his repeated attempts to survive, to
explore, and to understand himself more and
more. We also tried to look at some of the
weaknesses of the novel like repetition and like
the absence of dialogue.
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What you are Expected to do
U Understand very well the general story and
structure of the novel.
O Grasp the various demerits of the novel

O Have a fairly good idea about those demerits in
the body of Robinson Crusoe.

QO Be able to select the best answers in the quiz or
the main exam in the manner of the questions |
gave you in the PowerPoint presentations.
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Our Focus I

It is very important for us to know how to approa
the novel and the age.

Summing up the story is not enough. Two approaches
in the middle lectures will be made use of.

These are lan Watt’s point of view (individualism and
materialism), as well as colonialism.

| assume that these two approaches help us more and

more to understand the novel and the age in which it
was written.




image2.png
lan Watt’s Point of View |

* Defoe describes Robinson as the embodiment
of the age in which he lived.

* Robinson is interested in himself as an
individual.

* He is so keen on collecting money and on
becoming rich.

* This financial issue is the most obvious trait of
_his character. R
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lan Watt’s Point of View l

* We can add the word matter to money and
final product is materialism, the interest in what
can be seen or measured. Robinson stopped
believing in stories about the hereafter or life after
death and he only believed in himself and in the
concrete world in which he lived.

« It is even more important than any other values in
his life, even more important than his parents and
friends. Spiritualism is no longer the main motive
‘behind Robinson's actions.




image4.png
Individualism in Robinson Crusoel

* In Robinson Crusoe, the writer focuses entirely on
the character of Robinson as if no one else exists.

* When Robinson deals with anyone even his parents
and friends, we understand that his own good and
desires come first.

* That is why, as we have seen, he does not listen to
the advice of his parents or even know what
happened to his friends.
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An Important Word about Daniel Defoe
OHe worked a s a journalist most of the time.

OThis made his style and language easier than those of
other writers in the same age who did not work as
journalists.

OHe got interested in stories full of action and adventure

OHe knew how to create suspense and excitement in
readers.

UHe liked to refer to facts and data in all he wrote.
OHe came to novel- writing at the age of 59.

is means that the novels he wrote suffered fro
Ee&% i é{u
\G





