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1. Introduction

General statements

Thesis statement

1. Body

A. Topic sentence
1. Support
2. Support
3. Support

(Concluding sentence)’
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B. Topic Sentence
1. Support
2. Support
3. Support
(Concluing sentence)

C. Topic sentence
1. Support
2. Support
3. Support
(Concluing sentence)

111, Conclusion
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Essay Structure

INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH
THESIS STATEMENT

Booy PaRAGRAPH 1

Booy pARAGRAPH 2

Study the model essay about the influence of Native Americans' on modern US.
culture and notice its structure.

Native American Influences on Modern U.S. Cufture

When the first Europeans came to the North American continent, they
encountered the completely new cultures of the Native American peoples
of North America. Native Americans, who had highly developed cutures in many
respects, must have been s curious about the strange European manners and
customs as the Europeans were curious about them. As always happens when
fwo or ore cultures come into contact, there was a cultural exchange. Native
Americans adopted some of the Europeans’ ways, and the Europeans adopted
some of their ways. As a result, Native Americans have made many valuable
contributions to modern U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, ar,
food, and government.

First of all, Native Americans left a permanent mark on the English
language. The early English-speaking settlers borrowed from several different
Native American languages words for places in this new land. All across the
country are cites, towns, rivers, and states with Native American names. For
example, the states of Delaware, lowa, linois, and Alabama are named fter
Native American tribes;” as are the cities of Chicago, Miami, and Spokane.

In addition to place names, English adopted from various Native American
languages the words for animals and plants found in the Americas. Chipmunk
moose, raccoon, skunk, tobacco, and squash are just a few examples.

Although the vocabulary of English s the area tat shows the most Native
American influence, it s not the only area of U.S. cutture that hias been shaped by
contact with Native Americans. Art is another area of important Native American
contrioutions. Wool rugs woven by women of the Navajo trbe in Arizona and New
Mexico are highly valued works of artin the United States. Native American
jewelry made from silver and turquoise is also very popular and very expensive.
Especially in the wester and southwestem regions of the United States, native
corafts such as pottery, leather products, and beadwork can be found in many
homes. Indsed, native art and handicrafts are a treasured part of U.S. cuture.

developed a highly sophisticated system of government to settle disputes that
arose between the various branches. Five of the nations had joined together in
a confederation called “The League of the lroquois.” Under the league, each
nation was autonomous' in running its own internal affairs, but the nations acted
as a unit when dealing with outsiders. The league kept the Iroquais from fighting
among themselves and was also valuable in diplomatic relations with other
tribes. When the 13 colonies were considering what kind of government to
establish after they had won their independence from Britain, someone
suggested that they use a system similar to that of the League of the lroquois.
Under this system, each colony or future state would be autonomous in

managing tHe o

[ Theessay contains six paragraphs. There re four paragraphs n the body.
2. Topic sentences
Body Paragraph 1. Firstof al, Native Americanseft a permanent mprnt
onthe Enlish Languace
Body Paragraph 2 Attis another area of mportant
contnbutions,
Body Paraqraph 3 In addition o lanquage and . agaculture s anoter
areain which Native Americans had a great andlacting influence on the
neoples who amved here from Europe, Africa, and Asia
B4 Finally itmay surpnse some peopleto leam that Amencans are
also ndebtedto the naive people for our form of qovemment
3. Native Americansis the key noun. t should be recycled times in body
naragraph 1,4 tmesinbp 2 4tmes nbp3d 1inbpd, and2inthe
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PRACTICE ]

Introductory
Paragraphs

Step 1 Read eachofthe following stsofsentence. When put inte comect
order, they wil form introductory paragraphs.

Step 2 Wit each pararaph,beginning with the most eneral statement irst,

Then add each sentenceinthe comect oder unl the itroduction
becomes more specific. Wit the tesi satement st

Step 3 Ideny thetype of introductin (unnel, dramticfneretng fonny
story, surprising statisties, historical.

Paragraph 1

1 I done properly,  handshake givs the impressionofstrength and
honesty, and ifdone improperl, i conveys weakness and dishotesty.

2. In some cultures, peaple bow, and in others, they shake hands.

3. In English-speaking counties, sheking hands i the custom.

4. Aproper handshake has four ingredients: presure, pumps, eye contac

and verhal messace

Paragraph 1:(5) Theway people greeteach other when
they meet for firsttime varies from culture to culture. (2)
in some cultures, people bow, andin others, they shake
hands. (3) In English-speaking countries, shaking handis
is the custom. (1) If done properly, a handshake givesthe
impression of strength and honesty, andif done
completely; it conveysweakness and dishonesty. (4) A
properhandshake has fouringredients: pressure, pumps,
eye contactandverbalmessage.

Type of Introduction: Funnel
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Paragraph2:(2) Mr. X wentto Mexico from Englandto
manage amilk pasteurization plant.(9) For eight months,
hetried everyway possible... (10) The responsewas
always, 'yes, yes, yes'... (3) Then one day an impressive
new pasteurization... (1) To celebratethe occasion, M.
X decidedtothrow a big party at the plant, (4) The
employeesdidmostofthe planning and drapedthe new
unitwith garlands. (6) The party was a great success,
and everybody hada goodtime. (5) Durngthe party one
ofMr. X's supervisors... (6)And sot was-netther
punctuality nor qualty checks were anylongerneeded.
(7) This story ilustrates the needto understandthat
doinghusinessina

different culture demands an understanding ofthe culture

Typeof Itroduction: Interesting story
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Pangrgh3 Paragraph 3: (2) In 1976, an earthquake in
Note: The order of sentences 2, 3, and 4 can vary. China killed over 250, 000 people. (4) Iran
1. Cureently under study are four main methods for predicting when and suffered more than 80,000 deaths. (3) Inan

where the next Big One will occur,

2. In 1976, an carthquake in Tangshan, China, killed over 250,000 people

3. Inan average year, earthquakes kill 10,000 people worldwide and cause
millions of dollars worth of property damage.

4, Tran suffered more than 80,000 deaths in two massive quakes in 1990
and 2003,

5. Scientists keep trying to find ways to predict earthquakes—so far without
much success.

average year, earthquakes kill 10, 000 people
waorldwida . () Scianticte keentruina to fiod.,

Type of introduction:

e Remember : 4 types of Introduction

adidl g5l 0 SN e

1. Funnel Introduction
dadsall An gt @
2. Dramatic, Interesting or funny story
aSauzall gl Alaiad 5 e duad el )0 @
3. Surprising Statistics or Facts
Slaall o clibaad alic o
4. Historical Background
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PRACTICE 3

Thesis
Statements
for Logical
Division
0f Ideas

A, Cheek v)thethesis tatements that suggest ogcal divsion as 2 method
of organization.

—— 1. Teenagers demonstrate thir independence in several Ways.
— 1. My cightcenthbirthday was the most memorable ay in my fe so far.

— 3. On theireighteenthbirtdays, U.S, ciizens receive two important

rightsfesponsibilies: They can vote, and they can sign legal
contracts,

— 4 Tomostocoupations, women ae tll nequal to men n three areas
salary, power, and statu,

— 3. Living ina dommitory ofersseeral aantages t frs-year students,

—— 6. Photosynesis i heproces by which plant manufactue ther
own food.

— . Acollege degree in international business requires (1) a

Knowledge of busines procedures and (1) a knowledge of
cultural differences,

— 8 Acomputer s both faster and more accurate than a human,
— 9. Giving a suprisebirthday party rquires carel planning,
— 10. Being an only child has both advantages and disadvantages.

B. Analyze the following thess statements

Note: You may want o use on ofthe topic n this practioe or the next for
your own essay atthe end of the chapter

Step 1 Locae th mai topc and the sublopics in each of the following thesis
statements.

Step 2 Draw a box aroun the topic.
Step 3 Underline th subtopics,

Step 4 Draw a circle around the words or punctuation marks that introduce
the subtopcs.

The first one has ben done or you as an example.

L Capital punishment should be abolished because It deprives

another person of ffeh because i does not stop crine.
2. Women generally ve ongerthan men for o main reasons: They tend

totake beftercare of their health, and they have better resistance o stress.
3. Teenagers declare their separateness from thei parents by the way they
dress and by the way they tlk
4. Tnchoosing a major, astudent hasto consider various factors, such a personal
inerest, job opportunities,and the avalability of trining insttuions.
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PRACTICE 8

Essay Outlining

A, Below s ncomplete ouine of the modelesay “Natv Amern

nfueneeson Modem U, Culre” on pages 36-5, Complete the uline by
Ailing in the mising pars,

Native American Influences on Modern U.S, Culture
1, Introduction

Thess statement Nafve Americans have made many valiabl

coniutonsfo modem U, cule,paid i the reas of nguage,
ar food, and govemment,

1. Body

A. Natve Amesicans et a pemanent mark onhe Englsh lanquage.
1 Names of placas—ies towns, vers, and states
2. State: Deleware,lowa, linos, Aabama
b. ites: Chicago, M, Spokane
2. Nmes o anmels and plants
8. Animals: chipmunk, moose, accoon, skunk
D. Plats:tobacco, squash

1, Navejo rugs

2. iver and trguose jowely
3

4. Potiery
b,

(.

C.

1, Farming techriques
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