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Foundations and factors influencing the English Thought & Culture:

Part 2: Greek & Roman effects (teachings, philosophies, & laws) <kl

The Roman Empire, at its height, included about a fourth of Europe,
much of the Middle East, and the entire northern coastal area of Africa.
Its millions of people spoke many languages and worshipped different
gods, but they were united by the military power and government of the
Romans. The city of Rome grew from a farming village in central Italy to
become the capital of the huge empire.

The Roman Empire fell apart almost 1500 years ago, but it still influences
our lives. More than 300 million persons speak languages directly related
to Latin, the Roman tongue. Many words in English and in other
languages come from Latin. Roman law provided the basis of the law of
most European and American nations.
http://terkno.wrytestuff.com/swal34118.htm
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The Roman Empire and Christianity

Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 380 AD.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution of Christians in the Roman E

mpire
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- The Roman Emperor Constantine’s ‘Conversion’

One of the supposed watersheds in history is the ‘conversion’ of the
Roman emperor Constantine to Christianity in, or about, 312 AD.
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- The ‘triumph’ of Christianity
Contemporary Christians treated Constantine’s conversion as a decisive
moment of victory for Christianity .
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/christianityromanempire_a
rticle 01.shtml
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The Council of Nicaea 325 AD, (under the Roman Emperor Constantine’s
influence).

The First Council of Nicaea was the first ecumenical council of

the Catholic Church. Most significantly, it resulted in the first, extra-
biblical, uniform Christian doctrine, called the Creed of Nicaea.
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Nicaea

Effects of the Council

The long-term effects of the Council of Nicaea were significant. For the
first time, representatives of many of the bishops of the Church convened
to agree on a doctrinal statement. Also for the first time, the Emperor
played a role, by calling together the bishops under his authority, and
using the power of the state to give the

Council's orders effect.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First Council of Nicaea
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The Council declared that Jesus the Son was true God, co-eternal with the
Father and begotten from His same substance. Under Constantine’s
influence, this belief was expressed by the bishops in the Nicene
Statement. which would form the basis of what has since been known as
the Nicene Creed.

Its main accomplishments was settlement of the Trinitarian issue of the
nature of

The Son and his relationship to God the Father.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First Council of Nicaea#The Trinity
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Trinity:cs Goshy s 5 &gl

1- God the Father <%

2- God the Son &Y

3- God the Holy Spirit ol z s A
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Part 3: Religions and their effects on ETC :s A s il

The major religions that have existed in Europe, UK, & USA
and their influences on the English thought & culture (ETC):
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- Christianity
Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 380 AD.

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution of Christians in the Roman E

mpire
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- Judaism
Judaism in Europe has a long history.
Jewish populations had existed in Europe, especially in the area of the
former Roman Empire, from very early times.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish history#Europe
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- Islam
The influence of Islam and Muslims on ETC & Europe in General.
Spain and Muslims (711 —1492). Andalusia Al-Andalus became the
center or torch of light, knowledge, & sciences for all Europe. More
details will be given in future lectures, God willing.
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Religions and their effects on ETC

Assignment:

Try to think about, search, and discuss some examples and aspects of the

effects of Christianity, Judaism, & Islam on the English, Western, and

American thought, culture, economics, media, and politics (e.g., military

aspects like invasion).
Paalgh >
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