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Plan of the Lecture

Daniel Defoe:

The Father of English Novel

His Early life oSl €L

- Daniel Defoe was born in London. The date of his birth is uncertain. It is said that he was born in
1660. Daniel Foe was the son of James Foe. His father was a middle class merchant. He later changed
his name to Daniel Defoe to sound like a gentleman. His mother died when he was about ten years
old.
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- When he was a boy, Defoe witnessed two of the greatest disasters of the 17™ century:
1- The Great Plague in 1665.
2- The Great Fire of London in 1666.
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- These disasters killed thousands of people. They made Defoe’s imagination wider in his writing. He
was brilliant in describing.

- How his characters could manage and survive when facing problems since he himself experienced
that.

- Defoe was a good student. Later, he was forbidden to enter into Oxford or Cambridge because of
his attitudes towards Christianity. This affected his writing where he wrote about this religious
discrimination; it was expressed in Robinson Crusoe.
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His Business 4l

- In 1683, Defoe became a traveling salesman He travelled a lot to meet the needs of his trade and
business. He went to France, Holland, Spain, Germany, Italy and other countries. He was interested
in travelling.

- ltis clear in his writing where most of his heroes were travelers such as Robinson Crusoe and Moll
Flanders where both characters travelled away from England and changed their lives. He spoke six
languages. His business failed and left him with large debts of more than seventeen thousand
pounds.
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- He was a merchant (tradesman) who faced a lot of difficulties in his business. He underwent success
and failure in his business. He became bankrupt in 1692. After four years, he stood up again and
became the manager of a tile factory. After that he was ruined in 1703.
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Defoe and Politics

- Defoe was interested in politics. He was involved in the rebellion against king James Il in 1685. He
joined the army of William of Orange. When William of Orange was crowned in 1688 in the Glorious
Revolution where he replaced James Il, Defoe became one of his close men and a secret agent.

&' mlool ey’ o5 Lokie ool by’ ey 3l 1685 § I sz ULl i 3yazl § s il iy e s O -
oSy Jasg Grapall dllay (oo g gdus el (G mess Jomo Jo 4l o Bl 541" § 1688
- He supported King William of Orange and defended the actions of him through his writing. For

example, his most popular poem, The True-Born Englishman, focused on racial discrimination in
England where a lot of the English people were looking at king William as a foreigner.
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- King William died and Queen Anne became the ruler of England in 1702. As a result of his political
views, he was put into prison in the same year.

- Defoe expresses his experience when he says "In the School of Affliction | have learnt more
philosophy than at the academy, and more divinity than from the Pulpit: In prison | have learnt to
know that liberty does not consist in open doors, and the free Egress and Regress of locomotion.

- | have seen the rough side of the world as well as the smooth, and have in less than half a year
tasted the difference between the closest of a King, and the dungeon of Newgate."
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- After he was released from prison, he became careful in his writing. There was a deep relationship
between writing and politics. Writers at that time made use of political uncertainty. Defoe switched
from one side to the other, from the Whig to the Tory. He was with the Whig when it was in control
and moved to The Tory when it became in power. Like that age, he was uncertain of his political
attitude.
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- Defoe was a political journalist before he turned into writing fiction. At his beginning as a writer,
Defoe wanted to establish his writing as a means of living. He had troubles in finding a publisher,
but he wrote many works which achieved some money for him.
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He used a number of pen names, including Eye Witness, T. Taylor, and Andrew Morton,
Merchant. His political writings were widely read and made him a lot of enemies. Often he was
misunderstood. Therefore, he was trying to hide his real name to be safe from his enemies.
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Defoe as Writer
He was a productive author of the Augustan Age. He was the first of the great 18th-century
English novelists. He was a distinguished writer even before he wrote his novels. For example,
when he published his poem The True-Born Englishman in 1701, he estimated that more than
80,000 copies were sold.
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Defoe turned into a new literary path in 1719. He was around 59 years old when he
published Robinson Crusoe. It is considered the first English novel. He also wrote many other
novels after that. Defoe is considered the “inventor” of the English novel.

Daniel Defoe was considered the first writer who did not follow the previous "protocol" of
storytelling.
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Writers were interested in retelling stories that everyone had already heard. Defoe moved away
from this tendency of re-telling stories and began to create characters that were new to the
literary tradition.

Defoe began writing narratives about characters and their life using new technique which used
literary elements similar to real life. Some critics admired the novels of Defoe. Such as Rousseau
who said that "fiction was never nearer the truth"
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Views Against Defoe as First English Novelist
Some critics think that Defoe is not the true father of the English novel and Robinson Crusoe was not the
first novel because:
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1. Robinson Crusoe lacks some specific elements. He mainly wrote under an economic motive. He
wrote for the sake of money. It is clear in his novel when Crusoe takes money from his dead
shipmates even when he knows it will have no use on the island.

2. Some actions need to be finished. For example, Crusoe's relationship with Friday centers on the
tasks that need to be finished, such as building the raft and obtaining food.
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3. Thereis a lack of emotional dimension in some important situations.
Dickens said "I will venture to say that there is not in literature a more surprising instance of an
utter want of tenderness and sentiment than the death of Friday"

Al ¥l aay § Al dadl oo yads s -3
poa8lag e yeladly Gl e )3 Flaty (e Adaudd 8,05 st J.;lng.:iﬂé.\.?ﬁYMi Jeall e gyl Bou" 7s JB
"Laazl]

4. There is no psychological insight. Some critics see that it is not enough to tell only a story in its
sequence of time.
These critics think that a novel should contain other aspects in addition to the basic elements of
characters, setting and plot.
They think that "But if to write a novel is to create a coherent world populated by credible
people at least one of whom dominates the main action, and then Defoe's romances or tales of
adventure are indeed novels".
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Defoe’s Influence on Fiction
Defoe’s novels were in the same style as Robinson Crusoe - that of a man or woman telling his or
her life-story.
Captain Singleton, Moll Flanders, A Journal of the Plague Year, Colonel Jack and Roxana came out
from 1720 to 1724. These books founded the literary traditions of the English novel as a new
form in its beginning.
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Richardson and Fielding took advantage of the new form which was set by Defoe.

Phelps says in his book, 50 British Novels: 1600-1900, that "Richardson and Fielding as the two
main pillars of the early English novel - at opposite ends of the building".

Richardson and Fielding contributed a lot in the development of the English novel. There was a
great impact of Defoe on the development of the English novel.
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"During his long career as a writer, Daniel Defoe was to lead what may be the busiest, most
varied... life of any English writer."

Another view, Rogers said that Defoe "was a culture hero even when few of his books were read
and fewer still admired."

In fact, he wasn't famous for his works until long after his death...Defoe is notable for the
quantity of hostile material directed against him in his lifetime".
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Defoe’s novels
Defoe’s most famous novels were:
Robinson Crusoe (1719) his most famous novel which makes him immortal.
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Other kinds of writing
Defoe wrote about 200 works of nonfiction prose, 2000 short essays in periodical publications.
He wrote poems such as his collection, _A True Collection of the Writings of the Author of the
True-Born Englishman, which was published in 1703. It was a collection of poems and political
essays.
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According to Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, Defoe not only “invented both modern
journalism and the modern novel,” he has also invented the first “self-help” guide in modern
society.

For example he wrote, An Essay upon Projects, (1697) which dealt with a set of proposals, or
“projects” for improvements in English life and society based on his own experience in the
commercial world. These proposals were “kinds of ideas that were making other men rich.”
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Defoe died in 1731, but he left behind him great writing traditions in many fields; such as

literature, journalism, and business. He became famous and better well known even after his
death.
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