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Plan of the Lecture

Robinson Crusoe and the Main Elements of the Novel:
Plot, Theme and Point of View
Plot
- Robinson Crusoe is an entertaining novel. Readers enjoy reading such kind of action
novel.
- Robinson Crusoe has a straightforward plot. It is simple to follow the development of
the action in this novel. It is about a person who wants to go to the sea despite his
parents’ warning. He has many adventures, but the main adventure is when he

becomes on the isolated island as a result of ship-wreck.
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The novel seems as an autobiography of the protagonist, Crusoe. It deals with the adventures
of him. The plot can be read like this; Crusoe is from a middle class family. His father wants
him to be a lawyer. He doesn't accept his father’s advice. He goes on a voyage against his
father's will. He faces a lot of complications and problems after that. During one of his
voyages, his ship is damaged and he finds himself on isolated island. He stays in this island
for more than twenty eight years. He supports an English captain who is betrayed by his

crew. This captain takes him to England.
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These are the stages of Robinson Crusoe's plot:

1. Exposition stage: At the beginning of the novel, there is a background for the coming

adventures of Crusoe and his refusal to accept traditional way of thinking. He is against many

ideas of his society.
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2. Complications stage: Crusoe wants to go to the sea and doesn't follow the advice of his

father. He becomes a merchant. He goes to Brazil and achieves economic success. He wants
to travel and buy slaves and bring them back to Brazil.
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3. Climax stage: In his voyage to buy slaves, his ship is wrecked. He is the only survivor who

reaches an isolated island. He is alone in the island.
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4. Resolution stage: After reaching the island, Crusoe begins to collect some objects from
the damaged ship. Then he makes his home and finds his food. He tries to leave the island;
he creates a canoe. It is small and cannot be used for long journey. He accepts his fate. He
tries to find solutions for his problems with cannibals, food, going back to England and other

problems. Finally he goes back to England and becomes wealthy.
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The plot is very clear in the original title of the novel. The original title is 7he Life and

Strange Surprizing Adventures of Robinson Crusoe, of York, Mariner: Who lived Eight and

Twenty Years, all alone in an un-inhabited Island on the Coast of America, near the Mouth of

the Great River of Oroonoque’ Having been cast on Shore by Shipwreck, wherein all the Men

perished but himself. With An Account how he was at last as strangely deliver's by Pirates.
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Defoe focuses his attention in his plot of this novel on two strategies:
1- , which are similar to real life or based on facts.
- There is a close relationship between the adventures of Crusoe and these adventures
of the real people who lived during that age. It is based on a real story. There are a

lot of events that approach the real life.

ol e Blayll sda § 4o § 4Ll Sy gdes -
258y I 1ol of dudedndl Bledl § aliads @1y Aeadlg &lusi -1 =
Lad e pods 4 paall lia P ile il condll kil clyalill siag 935, Slyalie o 2adg 283le SJia = 2
Bl 8l cpe o7l G SlasM e S lia Agigis 5 P55




The Rise of Novel Lecture 10 Mahmoud Al Akhras —_e2ll <y A -eby S
2- , he describes a lot of things in detail.
- There are long elaborations all over the novel from the exposition stage till the end
because Defoe wants to unfold the secrets of strange surroundings of Crusoe. The

plot moves slowly to have a full picture of the adventures in this novel.
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Theme
There are many different themes in this novel. The most important ones are the
following:
1. Individualism (there is a desire of human being to fulfill himself)
Crusoe is interested in obtaining his individuality through many aspects:
A. He wants to be more civilized and educated than other people. (Self civilization,
development)
B. He wants to be wealthy and expands his propriety. (Economic individualism)

C. He wants to have power and control over his surroundings. (Self independence)
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Crusoe makes use of everything around him in the island. He discovers nature and
domesticates wild animals such as goats and parrots. He saves food for coming time. He does
not wait for help, and leaves working. He starts from the beginning of his existence on the
island to think of himself.
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- Being alone on the island does not make Crusoe like other cannibals. He is aware of
his humanity and social status. In the island, he is organized. For example, he has a
kind of calendar to feel the time and state his experiences. He wears clothes. He

keeps his mind working. He describes things precisely.
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For example, he tells us the period of time that he spends in cutting a tree to make his boat

(canoe). It takes twenty days to cut a tree and fourteen to clear its branches.
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2. Colonial theme _leiuy) 5 si

- There is a general tendency of slavery in this novel. Crusoe is a kind of colonizer who

underestimates other people from other places such as Africa, America and even
other people from Europe who are not British.
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- Crusoe is a prototype of the Englishman at that time where England obtains great
power over other countries. He has ambitions to get control over other people in his
island. Crusoe teaches Friday to call him "Master” before teaching him anything.
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- On the contrary, Friday is a symbol of the colonized native who suffers social injustice
and imperialism. Crusoe considers Friday as a servant not as a friend..
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- The English people think that they have better qualities and rank than other people.
Crusoe wants to bring “order to disorder”. This is his high purpose of killing some of
the cannibals, and at the same time educating one of them; Friday.
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3. The theme of Social Contact slLia¥) Juaiy 5 58
Crusoe's social contact with the Portuguese captain brings him wealth and happiness. At the

beginning of his life, the captain takes him to Brazil and Crusoe makes his plantation. He

meets him again after twenty eight years to inform him of his fortune in Brazil.
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4. Religious disillusionment.

When Crusoe is alone, he becomes closer to God. The nature around him develops his
religious belief. Crusoe develops his religious aspects. He is a religious guide in the island

who can instruct other characters.
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5. Family life (sons and parents)

There is a kind of “original sin”, Crusoe and his parents. His disobedience to his father's
warning. He warned him not to go to the sea. Later, Crusoe is punished and sent to the

isolated island as a result of his sin.
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Point of view
Defoe writes Robinson Crusoe in the first person point of view. It is totally subjective. It is true
that the reader has only one source of narration in the novel. There isn't another source of
information that can provide the reader with other views about the events. The reader has to
see things through the eves of Crusoe only.
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The narrator depends on logical thinking in this novel. He has realistic attitude in his

description through giving a lot of details. The reader has to trust in this narrator because he

has a deep interest to look at actions and things. Therefore, using a first-person narrator is a

good technique to deal with this kind of autobiographical events.
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The point of view in Robinson Crusoe expresses the individual experience rather than the
collective tradition of the previous kinds of writing.
The point of view in this novel gives reader the chance to follow the adventures of Crusoe so

closely.
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Since Crusoe reveals his experience through his eyes, there is a kind of trust between the
reader and this narrator who introduces new outlook towards understanding life.

There is a close relationship between the narrator and the reader.
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The reasons behind the close relationship between the reader and narrator are:
1. The reader gets everything in this novel from this narrator. This makes the adventures
more believable.
2. The narrator is the person who has taken the adventures himself. He is the original
source of the information. He is not talking about the experience of someone else,
but it is his experience. It is a “first-hand” experience.
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There is a positive point of view towards life. Crusoe is optimistic. He doesn’t submit to his

isolated situation. As a narrator, he looks at things positively and reveals the goodness of life.
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Hunter says that “Crusoe finds the power to overcome a hostile world of hunger and sickness,
animal and human brutality, even the power to overcome his most dangerous adversary,
himself.”
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