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Introduction 

      In this course, there are two main approaches to the English novel; historical and practical. The 

historical approach deals with introducing a general political and social background of the eighteenth 

century that affected the rise of the English novel. 

 

 

Then, to read and analyze any novel, there is a need to get familiar with the general aspects of the novel 

such as setting, characters, theme, point of view, etc. 

 In the practical approach, there is an analysis of selected literary texts from the 18th century focusing 

on Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe 

 

 

Historical and Cultural Background of England in the 18th century 

- The 18th century is usually referred to as the age of enlightenment because it brought light to 

the human mind.  

- The previous ages were dark and there was negative attitude toward new ideas of any kind. 

- Tomas Paine called the 18the century the age of reason. The reason depends on thinking and 

using of the human mind. 

 

 

 

- According to the Norton Anthology of English literature, In the Previous ages of the 18th 

century, the universe seemed a small place. Less than six thousand years old, the earth was the 

center of the universe where a single sun moved around it. 

 

 

- The 18th century opened new areas of vision. New discoveries appeared, the people of this age 

knew a lot of information more than the ancient people. 

 

 

 Politics had a great impact on the 17th century literature in England. 

خُت والعملُت  ت؛ الخاسٍ خي الزي ًخعامل مع الأخز . (الفلعفي )في هزا الففل ، هىان مجالحن  سئِعُحن للشواًت الإهجلحزً الىهج الخاسٍ

ت  بخلفُت ظُاظُت واحخماعُت عامت في اللشن الثامً عؽش التي جازش على ـعود الشواًت الإهجلحزً

زم، كشاءة وجدلُل ؤي سواًت، هىان خاحت للحفوٌ على دساًت بالجواهب العامت للشواًت مثل المؽهذ والشخفُاث ، الافياس، وحهت 

 في الىهج العملي، هىان جدلُل لىفوؿ ؤدبُت مخخاسة مً اللشن الثامً عؽش مع الترهحز على سوبيعون هشوصو لـ داهُِل دًفو. هغش، بلخ

   

  لأنا حللذ الىوس للعلل اللؽشي  -
اً
ش هغشا .  اللشن الثامً عؽش  وعادة ما ٌؽاس بلُي  عفش الخىوٍ

 . العفوس العابلت واهذ مغلمت، ووان هىان موكف ظلبي ججاه الأفياس الجذًذة مً ؤي هوع -

 .والعلب اهي ٌعخمذ على الخفىحر واظخخذاا العلل اللؽشي . ودعا جوماط باًً اللشن الثامً عؽش  عفش الأظلاب -

, ؤكل مً ظخت آلاف ظىت .  على الىون ًلذو ميان ـغحر18 لىوسجون مخخاساث مً الأدب الإهجلحزي في العهود العابلت مً اللشن فلاو

 .الأسك هي مشهض الىون خُث جدشهذ الؽمغ واخذ خولي

اهدؽافاث حذًذة بذا الىاط فى هزا العفش عشفوا الىثحر مً المعلوماث ؤهثر مً .  فخدذ مجالاث حذًذة مً الشئٍتالثامً عؽش اللشن 

 .ؼعب كذًم
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 During this period, England was a great power in the world, even it became the most powerful 

empire. 

 

 

 This created self-confidence for the English writers, they were influenced by the political 

situation.  

 1660: was the date of restoring the monarchy by King Charles II. He came from Paris to England. 

 

 

 

 

Many changes happened because of the restoration of Charles II: 

1-The Anglican Church became the established church. 

2- Theaters were reopened. 

3- More freedom in writing. Many writers criticized people's lives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

- Religion and its influence. 

 Religion had a great influence on writers of the 17the and 18th centuries. 

 They couldn't ignore religion. They were involved by religion. 

 

 

 

- There were reasons for that involvement:  

1- Writers couldn’t only depend on books they wrote (not enough money or even no money 

gained at all) therefore; some writers were priests or preachers. 

2- A lot of people didn't read. 

3- Poor people didn't have time or money to spend on reading. They worked 12 hours a day 

and more. 

 

 

 

 

 :خذر حغحراث هثحرة  علب اظخعادة حؽاسلض الثاوي -

 . ؤـلدذ الىىِعت الأهجلُياهُت الىىِعت الثابخت .1

 . وؤعُذ فخذ المعاسح .2

ت في الىخابت .3  واهخلذ العذًذ مً الىخاب خُاة الىاط. ؤهثر خشٍ

هزا خلم الثلت بالىفغ للىخاب الاهجلحز ، و جإزشوا بـ الاولاع  العُاظُت  -

خ اظخعادة الىغاا المليي بالملً حؽاسلض الثاوي: 1660 - غ بلى . وان جاسٍ وحاء مً باسَ

 .بهيلترا

 .17العُاظت لها جإزحر هلحر على الأدب في اللشن  -

بهجلترا واهذ كوة عغمى في العالم ، ختى ؤـلدذ ؤكوى , خلاٌ هزه الفترة -

 .امبراطوسٍت

 . الذًً وجإزحره -

 .18 بلى 17الذًً لي جإزحر هلحر على الىخاب اللشون  -

 .واهوا مؽترهحن في الذًً . لاًمىً ججاهل الذًً -

 .هىان عذة اظلاب للمؽاسهت في الذًً  = : هىان اظلاب لهزي المؽاسهت -

لا ًىفي الماٌ ؤو ختى ؤي مللغ مً الماٌ )الىخاب لا ًمىً ان ٌعخمذوا فلط على الىخب التي هخلذ  .1

 .ولزلً؛ وان  عن الىخاب هم الىهىت ؤو الذعاة ;لزلً  (خفل على الإطلاق

 .الىثحر مً الىاط لم ًلشؤ  .2

.  ظاعت ًومُا، وؤهثر12وهم ٌعملون . فلشاء الىاط لم ًىً لذينم الوكذ ؤو الماٌ لإهفاكي على اللشاءة .3
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 Although there were no political parties in modern sense, there were two groups: 

1- Tory Group: Later, they developed their name to Conservative Party- The high class who 

supported the church. They were very rich. 

2- Whig Group : Later they developed their name to Liberal Party- The rising city middle class 

of traders and other money-men. 

 

 

 

 

 Later there was another party found in 1900 which became the third party in England. 

3- The labor Party : including people who don't have a lot of money - workers. 

 

 

 

 Charles II established the Royal Society which was a center for writers and scientists. 

 Charles II died in 1685. 

 He left no children. So his Brother, James II succeeded him. 

 The illegitimate son of Charles II wanted to be the king. He led an uprising against James 

II, but he failed. 

 

 

 

 

 Mary the elder daughter of James, was married to William of Orange, ruler of the United 

Provinces of Holland. 

 William and Mary were secretly offered the throne. 

 

 

 In 1688 William crossed the English Channel with small army. The English people supported him 

and James II escaped to France. it was called the Glorious Revolution because there was no 

bloodshed. 

 William and Mary were crowned in 1689. 

 

 

  ي مع حِؾ ـغحر1688في وان ٌعمى . الؽعب الإهيلحزي ؤًذه  و حُمغ الثاوي هشب بلى فشوعا.   ولُاا عبر اللىاه الإهجلحزً

 . هي لم ًىً هىان  بساكت الذماء' الثوسة المجُذة'

  1689ماسي و ولُاا جوحا في 

  الزي ؤـلذ الطشف الثالث في بهيلترا1900 عذ رلً وان هىان طشف آخش وحذ في عاا . 

 .العماٌ- بما في رلً الأشخاؿ الزًً لا ًملىون الىثحر مً الماٌ - ٌ اخضب العم- 3

  ًخاهم للملاطعاث المخدذة لهولىذا'ولُاا ؤوساهج'ماسي الأبىي الأهبر لجُمغ، واهذ متزوحت م ،. 

 ولُاا و ماسي عشلذ في الخفاء العشػ. 

  الزي وان مشهضا للىخاب والعلماء' المجخمع المليي'حؽاسلض الثاوي ؤوؽإ. 

  1685حؽاسلض الثاوي ماث في عاا. 

  ٌختى ؤن ؼلُلت، حُمغ الثاوي خلفي. غادس بذون اطفا. 

 ًذ ؤن ًىون المل  . لذ حُمغ الثاوي، لىىي فؽلزوسةوكاد . الابً غحر الؽشعي لدؽاسلض الثاوي ًشٍ

 على الشغم مً ؤن هىان لا جوحذ ؤخضاب ظُاظُت في المعني الحذًث، هىان مجموعخان: 

 .واهذ غىُت حذا. دسحت عالُت مً دعم الىىِعت- وفي وكذ لاخم، ولع اظم خضب المدافغحن . مجموعت المدافغحن -1

. اسجفاع مذًىت الطللت المخوظطت مً الخجاس وسحاٌ الماٌ-ؤلأنا ولعذ في وكذ لاخم اظمها بلى لُبرالي الحضب. الحضب الُمُني -2
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 After the death of Mary, William ruled till 1702. 

 Queen Anne, the younger sister of Mary II, ruled from 1702-1714. 

 Then came the rule Of George I (1714-1727), George II (1727-1760),and George III (1760-

1820).During the eighteenth century, England had settled into a period of order, at least among 

the upper classes. 

 

 

 

 The Augustan Age, this came from the name the first Roman emperor, Augustus ,who lived in 

the first century A.D. Augustus is the adopted son of Julius Caesar who was murdered by a group 

of aristocrats.  

 Then the Civil War followed that. The real name of Augustus was Octavian. Stability and peace 

came after the Civil War ended. Literature also flourished after the Civil War. 

  

 

 

 

 England after the Restoration in (1660) was similar to Rome- what happened in England was like 

what happened in Rome. 

 

 

- The writers of England appreciated highly the classical literature of ancient Greece and Rome. 

- The translated old classical literature and tired to imitate it. they thought that "human nature 

does not change , there is nothing in fact could be discovered" 

 

 

 

 

- Kinds of literature at the 17th and 18th centuries  

- Drama: 

 That age was the age of reason. The interest in feeling was not totally forgotten, but the interest 

was in the sentimental comedy. 

 There was no importance of tragedy. 

 There were no great tragedies at that time. 

 

 

 

  1702ولُاا خىم ختى ,  عذ وفاة ماسي 

 إ
ّ
 .1714 الى 1702الؽلُي الفغحره لـ ماسي الثاهُي خىمذ مً , الملىي ؤه

  ٌ1820-1760وحوسج الثالث , (1760-1727)حوسج الثاوي , (1727-1714)زم حاء خىم حوسج الاو. 

 ، على الأكل بحن الطللاث العلُاهغاا في فترة ثخلاٌ اللشن الثامً عؽش، بهجلترا اظخلش

اب بهجلترا ًلذسون -
ّ
خ

ُ
. عالُا الأدب الىلاظُيي مً الُوهان اللذًمت وسوما ه

داوي جشحمت الأدب الىلاظُيي اللذًم مخعب  - ت، هىان ش يء في الواكع 'ؤلأنم ٌعخلذون ؤن .  رلًوٍ لا حغُحر الطلُعت اللؽشٍ

 .'ًمىً اهدؽافها

، ؤوغعطغ، الزي عاػ في اللشن الأوٌ المُلادي  - ؤوغعطغ .العفش الاوغعطي، هزا حاء مً اظم الإمبراطوس الشوماوي الأوٌ

 .  الاسظخلشاطُحنمجموعي مً  ًولُوط كُفش الزي اغخُل على ًذ لـ المخلنى ن الابهو 

هما . الاظخلشاس والعلاا وحاء  عذ اهتناء الحشب الأهلُت. ووان اظمي الحلُلي ؤوغعطغ اوهخافُان. الاهلُتزم جلذ الحشب  -

 .اصدهش الأدب  عذ الحشب الأهلُت

 .سوما مثل ما خذر في سوما-واهذ ممازلت لما خذر في بهيلترا (1660)الاظخعادة في عفشوواهذ بهيلترا  عذ 

 ؤهواع الأدب في اللشهحن العا ع عؽش والثامً عؽش -

الذساما  -

 الاهخماا بالؽعوس وان لا ًيس ى جماما، ولىً الاهخماا الزي وان في هومُذًا عاطفُت.  العفش  هو العلب للعفشران. 

  (المإظاه)وواهذ لاًوحذ اهمُت لـتراحُذًا 

 لا جوحذ ـوس للمأس ي العغُمت في رلً الوكذ .
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- Examples of great comedies: 

 She stoops to Conquer  by Goldsmith 

 The School for Scandal  , The Critic  By  Sheridan . 

 Drama was also the vehicle for the political comments of writers unit subjected to censorship 

after the License Act of 1737 

 

 

 This act was against drama. No play could be performed without a license. 

 For that reason, drama had been weakened. As result of that novels flourished and grew quickly 

in the 18th century (We will see that later in the reasons behind the rise of the novel) 

 

 

- Poetry  

 All kind of poetry were written in the 18th century. There was a tendency to keep the 

achievements of earlier ages. The epics which were written in old ages were kept. The best 

poetry in the 18th century is that which is concerned with man and his social aspects. Poets 

were involved in public life. 

  

 

 

 The 18th century was rich in producing many types of literature. In addition to the traditional 

types of literature .In addition to the traditional types of literature which were known before, 

such as drama, poetry... Etc. 

 

 

Several new types grew in this age such as:  

1. Literary criticism 

2. Letter writing  

3. History as an art of writing. 

4. Autobiography. 

5. Travels as an art of writing. 

6. Biography. 

 

 

  والىاكذ لـ ؼحردان,مذسظت الفمائذ - 2جمعىىذ وجمىىذ لــ اولُفش ظلمُث - 1- - امثلي  عغم الأفلاا الىومُذًي 

  1737مً ' كاهون الترخُق'لىخاب جخمع للشكابت  عذ لوخذة االذساما واهذ ؤًما وظُلت للخعلُلاث العُاظُت 

 لا ًمىً بهجاص معشخُت دون الحفوٌ على جشخُق. ووان هزا الفً لذ الذساما. 

 ظجرى )هدُجت  ن الشواًاث اصدهشث وهمذ  عشعت في اللشن الثامً عؽش . لهزا العلب، كذ ؤلعفذ الذساما

 في الأظلاب اليامىت وساء 
اً
 ( الشواًتعهوس رلً لاخلا

  ووان هىان مُل للحفاظ على . ع الؽعش هخلذ في اللشن الثامً عؽشاهوؤول

 الملاخم التي هخلذ في خافغذ على . الإهجاصاث التي جدللذ العفوس العابلت

 مع سحل حعلمفي اللشن الثامً عؽش الزي  ؼعش ؤفمل . العفوس اللذًمت

 .في الحُاة العامتؼاسهوا الؽعشاء . والجواهب الاحخماعُت لي

  بالإلافت بلى الأهواع الخللُذًت . غني في بهخاج ؤهواع هثحرة مً الأدبوان اللشن الثامً عؽش

بالإلافت بلى الأهواع الخللُذًت مً المالفاث التي واهذ معشوفت مً كلل، مثل الذساما، . للأدب

 .بلخ... الؽعش

 عذة ؤهواع حذًذة في هزا العفش مثل: 

 الىلذ الأدبي .1

 سظالت مىخوبت .2

خ فً الىخابت  .3  . جاسٍ

 .العحرة الزاجُت .4

 . في فً الىخابت العفش   .5

 . الزاجُتالترحمي  .6
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 Nearly at end of the 18th century, 1798 is a very important literary date. It is the beginning of a 

new movement which is Romanticism. This date is a kind of declaration. There is a very 

important book appeared in this year. It is a collection of poems. 

 

 

 

 

 The beginning of the Romantic Period is usually identified with the publication of this book, 

Lyrical Ballads (1798) By William Wordsworth and Samuel Taylor Coleridge. 

 

 

 So The age of Reason was followed by the romantic period. Simply, romanticism was a reaction 

against Reason. It was going back to the emotional there than the rational. It indicated that 

there were a lot of good things about humanity not based on reason 

 

 

 

  

لا في لأناًت اللشن الثامً عؽش،   1798جلشٍ
اً
خ ؤدبي هاا حذا خ هوع مً . ؤلأنا اللذاًت لحشهت حذًذة وهي الشوماوعُت.  جاسٍ هزا الخاسٍ

 عهشث في هزا العاا. الإعلان
اً
 .علاسة عً مجموعت مً اللفائذ. وهىان هخاب مهم حذا

  ل جاًلوس  (1798)' ؤغىُاث غىائُت'مع وؽش هزا الىخاب، ' فترة سوماوعُت'عادة ًخم جدذًذ بذاًت موٍ لُاا وسدصوسر وـ وٍ

ذج  .هولشٍ

 العودة بلى هىان . بلعاطت، الشوماوعُت، وان سد فعل لذ العلب. ولزلً العلب مً االعفش الزي ؤعلب فترة سوماوعُت

 وؤؼاس بلى ؤن هىان الىثحر مً الأؼُاء الجُذة خوٌ الإوعاهُت لا ٌعدىذ بلى ظلب. العاطفي مً العللاهُت


