Lecture 11

Plan of the Lecture
Realism and humanity in Robinson Crusoe
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Introduction

- The readers in the 18" century wanted new kind of writing.

- Therefore, some writers began to think of the need of most people and started to look
for some topics that were based on real life which was so close to their humanity.

- One of these writers was Daniel Defoe. Defoe wrote different types of writing and later
wrote his first realistic novel, Robinson Crusoe which was based on real adventures. He
is usually considered the first realistic novelist in England.
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What is a realistic novel? 43| gll 4 5 ala

A realistic novel is that novel which portrays the real aspects of everyday life. It deals with

social life whether it is h . .
4o Lot L) ae Jolais Ll a9l Bleceld Audpdoell il gl sguay (M1 dl9pdl O g dendlgdl 4yl 9l

Jdadieia 3i EL_EJLG ool ;‘5.«

lan Watt states that realism was related to the “low” subjects and immoral tendency; it was
used as an antonym of “idealism”. Realism means more than that. “The novel’s realism
does not reside in the kind of life it represents, but in the way it represents it”

It takes human experiences and reveals their beauty.
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There are many effects of the realistic novel; Robinson Crusoe, on the readers in real life

such as: Jia sl g8l g b ) 8N o ¢ 5558 Qgmaag Amdl Ayl o 1 cra JUY) (e uaad) lia;

A. Discovering the humanity and individuality of people.
The readers can find the reality of things and ideas by themselves through reading this
novel alone without any help. They can get into the external and internal life of any
character and construct a full picture of his life.
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B. Finding the truth. For example, Defoe discusses many ideas about his society in

Robinson Crusoe. He leads his readers to find some true concepts about their social life
through logical statements.
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Lecture 11

C. Imitating the fictional experience which is realistic and appropriate for them. Through
the realistic novel, the readers become more experienced and educated.
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- These effects are achievable and realistic because this is the real nature of realistic

novel.
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- Flaubert, a realist, says that “the novel’s realism does not reside in the kind of life it
presents, but in the way it presents it.”

- lan Watt says Realism “begins from the proposition that the truth can be discovered by
the individual through the senses”.

- Inthe realistic novel, there is a kind of looking for the truth of things, ideas, people and
life in general.
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Robinson Crusoe as a realistic novel 43l 5l <Ll s 5l S 55 S ¢y guingy
- Robinson Crusoe is an imitation of real life not of a literary work. It is original not
traditional. This novel is so close to the common people. It is “a portrayal of low life”.

- There are many critics who attack this novel and its realistic aspect because they think
that it is better to address educated audience in such a work rather than having less
educated audience. Other critics, on the other hand, consider this novel great because it
is simple and can be read widely; there is a universal audience for this novel.
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Some features of realism and humanity in Robinson Crusoe

- Realism and humanity are considered as the main reasons behind popularity and fame
of Robinson Crusoe.

- The aspects of realism and humanity make this novel different and distinguished from
the previous kinds of writing.

- The language of the novel is simple, similar to everyday language. There is no
complicated style of writing.

- Itis an imitation of real life; it is based on a real story; that of the Scottish traveler.

- Defoe states in the preface of Robinson Crusoe that it is “just history of fact”. This novel
is not a real history, Defoe creates his characters and events from his imagination.
Crusoe is different from the Scottish traveler.
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Lecture 11

There are three reasons for saying that it is just history of fact;

1- Defoe wants readers to pay attention to historical interest in his novel.

2- He wants his novel to be sold in large number (publication sake)

3- The readers at that time did not yet believe in imagination, they wanted something

close to their real life.
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- Some realistic features appear in the elements of the novel; characters, setting, plot,
themes, and point of view .

- Realistic characters

- There are normal characters’ names which are similar to real names. The names of
characters are very important because they achieve individuality, reality and humanity.
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- The characters are human and realistic. For example,
- Crusoe is afraid when he faces danger.
- Friday is loyal to Crusoe because he saved his life from the cannibals.

- Crusoe has dreams like any human being.
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Realistic setting
- The setting adds more realistic meaning to the novel:
1- There are specific names for places such as his original city in England, the York city.
2- Crusoe also makes use of his surrounding circumstances. He takes many things from the
damaged ship which are useful to survive and manage his live on the island.
3- There are also specific dates all over the novel such as the date of his birth; he was born
in 1632. He left the isolated island on 19" December, 1686.
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Lecture 11

Crusoe says “l left the island, the 19th of December, as | found by the ship’s account, in the year
1686, after | had been upon it eight-and-twenty years, two months, and nineteen days; being
delivered from this second captivity the same day of the month that | first made my escape in
the long-boat ...after a long voyage, | arrived in England the 11th of June, in the year 1687,
having been thirty-five years absent.”
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Realistic plot
- Inthis novel there is a realistic sequence of events in its plot.

- Some critics say that this novel has a loose plot, there is no organic unity. It is like real
life, there are many people in real life who have not organic unity. They change the
sequence of their adventures and living to meet their circumstances. It flows like life
itself.
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- Thereis a great deal of realistic descriptions in the novel such as building his home in

the island, growing wheat and saving some of it for the next season and his food,
hunting animals , and a lot of other realistic deeds.
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Realistic themes
- The themes of the novel are taken from the real life. Most of these themes are universal
and related to human understanding; for example, individualism, disobedience, colonial
power, and many others.
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Realistic point of view
- Crusoe doesn’t make himself as a great hero; he looks at himself most of the time as a

normal human being. As a narrator, he describes events as if they are happening in front
of his eyes. Therefore, he has a realistic view of everything around him.
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Humanity in Robinson Crusoe
Crusoe is a good example of humanity. S. T. Coleridge states that Crusoe becomes “the
universal representative, the person, for whom every reader could substitute himself”.
Crusoe stands for all human beings.
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- He represents all the people. He has great ability to survive for a long time. But Aristotle
criticizes the man who lives alone by himself; “who is unable to live in society, or has no
need because he is sufficient for himself, must be either a beast or a god”.
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- Crusoe is human and needs social contact with other people. He realizes the real value
of his society. After living for a long time without any human contact, he has a spiritual
weakness.

- He discovers that it is not sufficient to live physically, but there is another spiritual side
that also makes people more human.

- He starts to look for his humanity through his religion which helps him to become
human again. There are other things that can make him human, but they are out of
reach. He also tries to teach his slave and his parrot in order to have a kind of social
contact.

- Although, it seems impossible to have such experience which lacks social contact.
Crusoe succeeds in that and develops his humanity.
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There are some unrealistic features
1- There is not enough description of the emotional side of Crusoe and some other
characters. This is unrealistic. There is not any romantic love in the life of the hero. The
impact of the materialistic thinking of his society is clear and effective in the life of
Crusoe.
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- Crusoe has no emotional feelings towards others including his family. He becomes
inhuman and devoid of any emotional reaction. For example, he sells his servant Xury,
even after he trusts in him and finds him loyal.

- Crusoe decides to make a good man of this slave, but he doesn’t complete his mission
and sells him to the Portuguese caption for the sake of money. Some readers think that
this is unrealistic since there is a kind of promise between Crusoe and his servant. Other
readers can see this event as a kind of realistic relationship between a colonist and a
colonized slave because the colonist sees the colonized as a kind of commodity not as
human being.
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2- Crusoe gives descriptions of some tools and places, but when it comes to any one of his
real adventures he describes it in short.

3- The period of living alone is too long. It is unrealistic because a man such as Crusoe can
manage his escape from the island in less than this period. It would be more realistic to
spend less time on the island.
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- In spite of these unrealistic features, Defoe presents a realistic novel and he is the
master of this kind of writing. There are some human and realistic features in this novel
that make is one of the most popular realistic novels.

sia § Aeadly dydtd] Slod) pany Hlia 2SI (o poill 1a i 5o dily Aadly Al gy audy sdss Auadly e Slall s e syl e
Aeadly dad ASY Sl gl e Busslg (2 Jams &1 Al

|Pageb



