What does “stress” mean?

stress is the relative emphasis that may be given to certain syllables in a word, or to certain
words in a phrase or sentence.
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The term is also used for similar patterns of phonetic prominence inside syllables. The
word accent is sometimes also used with this sense.
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What do we mean by :strong: and :weak:?

that strong syllables are stressed and weak syllables unstressed
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1/The more important thing to note at present is that any strong syllable will have as its
centre one of the vowel phonemes(or possibly a triphthong )but not Shwa.
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2/ While comparing the weak syllables containing vowels with strong syllables, it is
obeserved that vowel in a weak syllable tends to be shorter, of lower intensity and different
in quality.
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The vowel (" shwa" ) @

which is always associated with weak syllables
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it is mid( that is, half-way between close and open) and central ( that is, half way between
front and back)
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http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Syllable
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Two other vowels are commonly found in weak syllables, one close front ( in the general
area of i: and i) and the other close back rounded ( in the general region of u:and v ) .
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A weak form is the pronunciation of a word or syllable in an unstressed manner. Of course,
the difference between the strong form (stressed) and the weak form (unstressed) of a word
is not apparent in writing, but in speech these two variations in pronunciation can be
drastically different.
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The nature of stress

All stressed syllables (or strong syllables) are more prominent than unstressed
syllables (or weak syllables) . Four different factors are important:
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Stressed ayllables are louder than unstressed syllables; (loudness) .\
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The length of syllables; If one syllable is longer than the others there is quite a strong .Y
tendency to hear it as stressed;
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The pitch of the syllable: pitch in speech is realted to the frequency of vibration of .Y
the vocal cords and to the musical notion of low and high pitched notes;
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A syllable will tend to be more prominent if it contains a vowel that is differentin  .¢
quality from neighbouring vowels (i.e look at vowels against vowels encountered in
weak syllables)
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Sentence Stress in English

Sentence stress is the music of spoken English. Like word stress, sentence stresscan ~ *
help you to understand spoken English, especially when spoken fast.
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Sentence stress is what gives English its rhythm or "beat". You remember that word ¢
stress is accent on one syllable within a word. Sentence stress is accent on certain

words within a sentence.
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Most sentences have two types of word:
content words

structure words

Content words are the key words of a sentence. They are the important words that carry the

meaning or sense
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Structure words are not very important words. They are small, simple words that make the
sentence correct grammatically.
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If you remove the structure words from a sentence, you will probably still understand the

sentence
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Word type Where is the stress? Examples
center
Nouns on the first object
syllable flower
Two syllables
release
Verbs on the last syllable admit
arrange
Nouns desktop
(N+N) on the first part pencil case
(Adj. + N) bookshell
J- greenhouse
Compound Adjectives well-meant
Adi_ + PP hard-headed
( J- ’ ) on the last part old-fashioned
Verbs (the verb part) understand
overlook
(prep. + verb) outperform
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Compound
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Word type Where is the stress? Examples

turn off
Phrasal Verbs on the particle buckle up
hand out

economic
-1c Geometric
electrical

the syllable before the ending —
Technician

-tion, -cian, -sion graduation

Word with cohesion

added

ending | _phy, -gy, -try, -cy, -fy, -
al

Photography
biology
geometry

the third from the last syllable
Parameter

-meter Thermometer
barometer
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Levels of stress
the prominence from this pitch transition is called primary stress

- secondary stress — weaker than primary stress but stronger than than an unstressed
syllable.
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Word stress/accentual patterns
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2 syllables — if verbs — basic rule, the second syllable is accented Examples: in’vent
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If the final syllable is weak then the first syllable is accented Examples: ‘open
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Adjectives — ‘lovely, ‘yellow
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Nouns — if the second syllable contains a short vowel, then the stress will go to the first

syllable. If not, it will fall on the second syllable
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3 syllables
Verbs — is the final syllable is strong then it will be stressed Examples : under’stand
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If the last syllable is weak, stress will be on the preceding syllable if it is strong.
Examples: en’counter,
Ay A ahaial) e 2l S 1) (adla Caman 5l adaial (IS 13 L
If both the second and third syllable are weak, the the stress will go to the first syllable.
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Nouns —if the final syllable is weak or ends with {}, then it is unstressed. If the syllable
preceding this is strong, the the stress will go to the middle syllable. Examples: re’lation,
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Is the second and third syllable are both weak, the the stress will go to the first syllable.
Examples: ‘yesterday
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Complex words

- words made from a basic word form (stem) + an affix
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compound words

—words composed of separable root morphemes. (football)
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Suffixes

carrying primary stress —the primary stress is on the first syllable of the suffix. If the stem
consists of more than one syllable then its first syllable will take a secondary stress
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Ja’pan -> ,Japa’nese

‘-ee’ -> refu’gee

‘~eer’ ->,mountai’neer

‘~ese’ -> ‘portu’guese’

‘-ette’ -> ,ciga’rette

‘~esque’ -> ,pictur’esque
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Suffixes that do not affect stress placement

“-able” ‘comfortable

“-age” ‘anchorage

“-al” ‘refusal, ‘rebuttal

“-en” ‘widen

“-ful” ‘wonderful

“-ing” ‘amazing

“-ish” ‘devilish
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Suffixes that influence stress in the stem

In these examples primary stress is on the last syllable of the stem.
“-eous” ,advan’tageous

“-graphy” pho’tography

“-jal” de’nial

“-ic” cli'matic

“-ion” per’fection

“-ious” in’jurious

“-ty” tran’quility

“-ive” re’flexi
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Compound words
Compounds with an adjectival first element and the —ed morpheme at the end

Examples: Bad-'tempered
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Compounds in which the first element is a number in some form also tend to have final
stress , Examples: three-’'wheeler
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Compounds functioning as adverbs are usually final-stressed, Examples: head-'first
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Compounds functioning as verbs and have an adverbial first element take the final stress
Examples: down-"grade
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Word-class pairs

Their stress placement is also different. l.e. stress should be on the second syllable for the
verbs but on the first syllable for the nouns and adjectives. Examples: ‘permit (n) per'mit

(v)
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