LECTURE 1

What is a paragraph?
A paragraph is a group of related sentences that discuss one (and usually only
one) main idea.

A paragraph can be as short as one sentence or as long as ten sentences.

The number of sentences is unimportant; however, the paragraph should be
long enough to develop the main idea clearly.
A paragraph may stand by itself.

A paragraph may also be one part of a longer piece of writing such as an essay
or a book.

We mark a paragraph by indenting the first word about a half inch (five spaces
on a typewriter or computer) from the left margin.
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' Gold it

1Gold, a precrous metal is. pnzed for two |mportant charactenstrcs 2Flrst of
all gold has a Iustrous1 beauty that is re3|stant to corrosion.2. 2T herefore itis-
suitable for jewelry, corns and: ornamental purposes 4Go|d never needs to be
: pohshed and will remain. beautlful forever 5For example a Macedonlan coin.
remains as untarnlshed3 today as the day it was. made 25 centunes ago. 6Another
: |mportant charactensnc of gold is its usefulness to. mdustry and science. For
many years ‘it has been used in hundreds of mdustnal appllcatlons such as
photography and dentlstry 8The most recent use of gold is in astronauts’ suits.
9Astronauts. wear gold plated heat shields for protectlon when they go outside.

spaceshrps in space 1°tn conclusmn gold is treasured not only for lts beauty but
also for rts utlhty S
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The three parts of a paragraph:
1- The Topic Sentence

2- The supporting sentences

3- The concluding sentence

All paragraphs have a topic sentence and supporting sentences, and some
paragraphs also have a concluding sentence.
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The Topic Sentence

The topic sentence states the main idea of the paragraph. It not only names
the topic of the paragraph, but it also limits the topic to one specific area that
can be discussed completely in the space of a single paragraph. The part of the
topic sentence that announces the specific area to be discussed is called

the controlling idea.
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e.x:

TOPIC CONTROLLING IDEA

a precious metal, is prized for two important characteristics.




The supporting sentences
Supporting sentences develop the topic sentence. That is, they explain or
prove the topic sentence by giving more information about it.

e.x: sentences 2, 5, 6, 8

The concluding sentence
The concluding sentence signals the end of the paragraph and leaves the
reader with important points to remember.

e.x:

In conclusion, gold is treasured not only for its beauty but also for its utility.
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