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This lecture will cover the following points:
1- Thesis Statement

2- Body Paragraphs

3- Logical Division of Ideas

4- The Concluding Paragraph

5- Essay Outlining
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Thesis Statement

The thesis statement is the most important sentence in the
introduction. It states the specific topic of the essay.

Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to
modern U.S. culture.

Young people in my culture have less freedom than young people in
the United States.

The large movement of people from rural to urban areas has major
effects on cities.
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Sometimes a thesis statement lists the subtopics that will be
discussed in the body.

Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to
modern U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, art,
food, and government.

Young people in my culture have less freedom than young people in
the United States in their choice of where they live, whom they
marry, and what their job is.

The large movement of people from rural to urban areas has major
effects on a city's ability to provide housing, employment, and
adequate sanitation services.
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Sometimes a thesis statement also indicates the pattern of

organization that the essay will follow.
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Body Paragraphs

The body paragraphs in an essay are like the supporting sentences
in a paragraph. They are the place to develop your topic and
prove your points. You should organize body paragraphs
according to some sort of pattern, such as chronological order

or comparison/contrast. Sometimes, depending on your topic,
you will need to use a combination of patterns.
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Logical Division of Ideas

A basic pattern for essays is logical division of ideas. In this pattern,
you divide your topic into subtopics and then discuss each
subtopic in a separate paragraph. Logical division is an
appropriate pattern for explaining causes, reasons, types, lands,
gualities, methods, advantages, and disadvantages, as these
typical college exam questions ask you to do.
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Three Keys

Here are three keys to orgamzmg a logical division essay.

—

1. Divide your toplc mto subtopics, and then discuss each subtopic in
a separate paragraph. ,

2. Write a thesis statement that indicates logical division.

3. Use transitions befween paragraphs to guide your reader from one

IL subtopic o the next.
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Thesis Statements for Logical Division
of ldeas

The thesis statement of a logical division essay often indicates the
number of subtopics:

Native Americans have made valuable contributions to modern U.S.
culture in four main areas.

Inflation has three causes.
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The thesis statement may even name

the specific subtopics:

a. Native Americans have made many valuable contributions to
modern U.S. culture, particularly in the areas of language, art,
food, and government.

b. Inflation has three causes: excessive government spending,
unrestrained consumer borrowing, and an increase in the
supply of paper money.
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Paired conjunctions (both . .. and, not
only . .. but also) are an especially
effective way to list two subtopics:

c. Young people in my culture have less freedom than young people
in the United States not only in their choice of lifestyle but also
in their choice of careers.

d. Puppies, like children, need both love and discipline to become

responsible members of society.
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A colon (:) is often useful before lists
of two, three, or more subtopics in a
thesis statement:

e. Young people in my culture have less freedom than young people
in the United States in three areas: where they live, whom they
marry, and what their job is.

f. The Father of Psychoanalysis, Sigmund Freud, believed that the
human mind had three separate parts: the id, the ego, and the

superego.
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Thesis Statement Pitfalls

A thesis is the most important sentence in your essay, so write it

with special thought and care. Avoid these common problems:
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Problem 1: The thesis is too general.

TOO GENERAL A college education is a good investment.

IMPROVED A college education is a good investment for four reasons.
TOO GENERAL Lasers are very useful.

IMPROVED Lasers have several applications in industry and medicine.

Problem 2: The thesis makes a simple announcement.

ANNOUNCEMENT | am going to write about sports injuries.
IMPROVED Avoid sports injuries by taking a few simple precautions.

Problem 3; The thesis states an obvious fact,

Oousracr  The Intemet is & communication supemighway.
o The explosion of the Internet has had both postive and negative consequences.

6 ROro Abdullah 2015



King Feisal university- Essay | "™
Ahmed

The Concluding Paragraph

The conclusion is the final paragraph in an essay. It has three
purposes.

1. It signals the end of the essay. To do so, begin your conclusion
with a transition signal.

2. It reminds your reader of your main points, which you can do in
one of two ways: You can

e summarize your subtopics.

e paraphrase your thesis.
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3. It leaves your reader with your final thoughts on the topic. This is
your opportunity to convey a strong, effective message that

your reader will remember.
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Essay Outlining

Because an essay is long, it is important to organize and plan before
you begin to write. The best way to do this is to make an
outline. An outline not only organizes your thoughts, but it also
keeps you on track once you begin to write.
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A formal outline has a system of numbers and letters such as the
following. In other fields of study, different systems are used.

Roman numerals |, I, and lll number the major sections of an essay
(introduction, body, conclusion)

Capital letters A, B, C, D, and so on label the body paragraphs.
Arabic numerals 1,2,3,4, and so on number the subpoints in

each paragraph.

Small letters a, b, ¢, d, and so on label the specific supporting

details.
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Lecture Thirteen

This lecture will cover the following points:
1- Chronological Order
2- Thesis Statements for a Process Essay

3- Transition Signals for Chronological Order
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Chronological Order
Chronos is a Greek word meaning time. Chronological order
IS

a way of organizing ideas in the order of their occurrence in
time. Chronological order has all sorts of uses. We use it to
tell stories, to relate historical events, and to write

biographies and autobiographies. We also use it to explain

processes and procedures.
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For example, we would use chronological order to explain
how
to take a photograph, how to make a piece of pottery, how to

perform a chemistry experiment, or how to set up an

accounting system. Such essays are called "how to" essays,
or

process essays.
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Three keys

Here are keys to organizing a process essay .

1. Discuss the steps in your process the order in which they
occur . divide the steps into separate paragraphs where
natural breaks or groups of steps occur . for example , to
write about how to make a ceramic vase , you might
divide the body into four paragraphs :

|. Introductory paragraph .
II. Body
a- Shaping the vase .
b- First ( bisque) .
c- Glazing .
d- Second firing
lll.  Concluding paragraph
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2- write a thesis statement that names the process and
indicates time order .

Use chronological order signal words and phrases to
indicate the time sequence .
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Thesis Statements for a Process Essay
A thesis statement for a process essay in some way
indicates
the time order. Expressions such as the process of, the
procedure for, plan, develop, evolve, five stages, and
several
phases indicate that time order will be used. Here are
some
examples:
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Follow these steps to make a beautiful ceramic vase for

your
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home.

The field of genetic engineering has developed rapidly
in the

past 10 years.
A child learns to share over a period of time.

Heating water by solar radiation is a simple process
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Sometimes the thesis statement tells the number of
steps in

the process.

The process of heating water by solar radiation involves
three

main steps.
The thesis statement may even name the steps.
The main steps in the process of heating water by solar

radiation are (1) trapping the sun's energy, (2) heating
and

storing the hot water, and (3) distributing the hot water
to its

points of use
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Sometimes the thesis statement tells the number of
steps in
the process.
The process of heating water by solar radiation involves
three
main steps.
The thesis statement may even name the steps.
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The main steps in the process of heating water by solar
radiation are (1) trapping the sun's energy, (2) heating
and
storing the hot water, and (3) distributing the hot water
to its
points of use.
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Transition Signals for Chronological Order
Chronological order signal words are especially important in a
process essay. You have to be very clear about the sequence
of steps: Does one step happen before, after, or at the same
time as another step? Chronological order signals include all
time expressions.
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Chronological Order Signal Words and Phrases

first, first of all, second, third, etc.
then, next, after that, soon, later, later on
finally, last, last of all

meanwhile, at the same time, now
gradually, eventually

First, chooso a destination for your camping trip.
Then make a list of supplies and equipment
Last of all, have a good time.

Meanwhile, have a supply of clean rags ready.

Gradually increase your child's allowance,

Subordinators

after since
as
as s00n as when
before while

After you have chosen a destination, make a list of equipment
and supplies that you will need.

Praise your child when he or she does something well.

Others

the first (second, last, final) step
on the third day

after leaving home

later that morning

for five minutes

in 2004

several years ago

a few weeks later

in the next (past, last) 15 years

The last step is to decorate the cake.
Continue stiring the soup for five minutes,

In 2004, scientists announced a major discovery.

After leaving home, | began to appreciate my parents,

My parents emigrated to the United States several years ago.

The court announced the decision a few weeks later.

N Lo i
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These are the important points covered in this lecture.
1. Using chronological order to organize an essay means
putting the ideas in order or sequence by occurrence in time.
2. Use chronological order for narrative essays (stories,
history, biography, and autobiography) and for process essays

(how to do or make something).
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3. Following are the three keys to success in writing a
chronological order essay:

* Group the steps or events into paragraphs where natural
breaks occur.

* Write a thesis statement that indicates chronological order.
* Use chronological order signal words and phrases to show

(the sequence of steps (in a process) or events (in a narration
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Lecture Fourteen

This lecture will cover the following points:
1- Cause/Effect Essays
2- Organization for Cause/Effect Order

- Block Organization

- Chain Organization
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Cause/Effect Essays

Another common pattern of essay organization is called cause and
effect. In a cause/ effect essay, you discuss the causes (reasons)
for something, the effects (results), or both causes and effects.
You might use cause/effect organization to answer typical test
guestions such as these:
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Epucarion Explain the decline in reading ability among schoolchildren.
ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES Discuss the effects of global warming on the environment.
BUSINESS, ECONOMICS Discuss NAFTA' and its effects on the U.S. economy.
HisToRY Discuss the causes of the U.S. Civil War,
PsycHoLOGY Explain the causes and effects of the “Stockholm syndrome.”

Organization for Cause/Effect Order

You can organize a cause/effect essay in two main ways: "block"
organization and "chain" organization. In block organization, you
first discuss all the causes as a block (in one, two, three, or more
paragraphs, depending on the number of causes). Then you
discuss all the effects together as a block. You can discuss either
causes or effects first. Of course, you can also discuss only
causes or only effects.
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Block Organization

In block organization, a short paragraph often separates one major
section from another major section. This paragraph is called a
transition paragraph. Its purpose is to conclude one section and
introduce another section. You do not always have to write a
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transition paragraph, but it is helpful when your topic is long
and complex.
m" !..
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For example, an essay about global warming might include several
paragraphs about the causes and several paragraphs about the
effects, with a transition paragraph between the two blocks.
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Essays that discuss mainly (or only) causes or mainly (or only)
effects might have a transition paragraph between blocks of
different kinds of causes or between blocks of different kinds of

effects.

For example, you might use a transition paragraph to separate the
personal effects of our increased life expectancy from its many
effects on the economy. In short, a block-style cause/effect

essay could have many different patterns. Some possibilities are

shown here.
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Block Organization
A B
[ Introduction ] L Introduction ]
istcause | 1st cause ]
2nd cause | Transition paragraph |
s l3.rd LSS 2nd cause
| Transition paragraph | Sl cause
1st effect 4th cause
2nd effect Effecis
I Conclusion | | £ Conclusion 4]
C D
= I
( Introduction l i introduction J
| Effects | 1st effect ~
| Transition paragraph ] 2nd effect
P = 3rd effect
st cause
4th effect
2nd cause S—— -
3rd cause E_ Conclusion j
[ Conclusion I

Chain Organization

In this pattern, causes and effects are linked to each other in a
chain. One event causes a second event, which in turn causes a
third event, which in turn causes a fourth event, and so on. Each
new cause and its effect are links in a chain. Depending on the
complexity of the ideas in each link, you can devote an entire
paragraph to one link, or you may include several links in one
paragraph, or you may describe the entire chain in one
paragraph.
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Chain organization usually works better than block organization
when the causes and effects are too closely linked to be
separated. Notice the chain pattern in the following diagram.
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How Fertile Land Becomes Desert

Cause I People move into new areas and clear land for agriculture by cutting down trees,

Eff?ct The tree roots no longer hold the soll in place.

Ca::se The tree roots do not hold the soil in place.

Eﬁtct The topsoil washes away during heavy rains.

Ca:se The topsoil washes away during heavy rains.

Effject There is no good soil to grow crops in,

Cause There is no good soil to grow crops in.

Effect People move to new areas and clear land for agriculture by cutting down trees.
Conclusion

The type of cause/effect organization you choose depends on your
topic.

* A chain pattern is usually easier if the causes and effects are very
closely interrelated. You might use a chain pattern to write
about the causes of a particular disease or phenomenon in
nature such as a thunderstorm or a rainbow.
s Galdl) £ gungal) JLIA) o ading o) 5Ll Aadiial) [ Auall) g o
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e The block pattern is usually easier with larger, complex topics
such as global warming or homelessness.

e Sometimes you will want to use a combination of block and chain

organization.
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Cause Signal Words

Coordinators
for Bison were indispensable to the Native American tribes, for this one animal provided them
with nearly everything they needed for survival: meat, clothing, shelter, tools, and weapons.
Note: When used in this way, for has the same meaning as because. However, you MUST
use a comma in front of for, and you MUST NOT use a comma in front of because.
Subordinators ; : '
because Bison were indispensable to the Native American tribes because/since/as this one animal
since provided them with nearly everything they needed for survival: meat, clothing-shelter, tools,
as and weapons.

Others

to result from

to be the result of

due to
because of

the effect of

the consequence of

as a result of

as a consequence of

overhunting.

The bison’s near extinction resulted from/was the result of loss of habitat and
Bison nearly became extinct due to/because of loss of habitat and averhunting.

One effect of/consequence of westward expansion was the destruction of habitat
for the bison.

The areas in which bison could roam freely shrank as a result of/as a consequence of
the westward expansion of the 1800s.

Effect Signal Words

Transition Words and Phrases

as a result Workers building the new transcontinental railroad needed meat; as a result/as a
as a consequence consequence/therefore/thus/consequently/hence, hunters killed bison by the
therefore thousands.
thus Note: Notice the difference between as a resuit and as a result of. As a result
consequently is followed by a full sentence (independent clause) and introduces an effect.
hence As a result of is followed by a noun phrase and introduces a clause.
Coordinators
so Native Americans began trading bison skins to the settlers for steel knives and guns,
so they began killing bison in larger numbers.
Others
to result in Loss of habitat and overhunting resulted in/caused the near extinction of bison.
to cause

to have an effect on
to affect

the cause of
the reason for

thereby

The reduced numbers of bison had a terrible effect on/affected the lives of the
Native Americans who had depended on them for survival.

The rescue of the bison from near extinction is a cause of/a reason for celebration.

The 85 bison that survived were given refuge in Yellowstone National Park in 1892, thereby
saving this species from total extinction.

Note: Thereby is most frequently used in front of -ing phrases.
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Practice: Recognizing Cause Signal Words

Step 1 Underline the part of the sentence that states a cause.
Step 2 Circle the word or words that introduce the cause

By cilalsl) casadl 8 sie ) A jlaall
) o et AN Adaal) (e 5 e e astil) 4 5 gladl)
Gl G2 o Al Clalsl) g AalSl) Jga 340 puda 2 5 ghadl)

1. The computer is a learning toolit helps children to master math and
language skills, (After since, we must use a clause with a subject and a verb.)

Practice: Recognizing Effect Signal Words

Step 1 Underline the part of the sentence that states an effect.
Step 2 Circle the word or words that introduce the effect

The cost of gasoline is rising; @s a resul}), some automobile manufacturers have begun
to produce electric models. (“As a result” is a transition phrase. In this sentence, it

connects two independent clauses.)
LAY Ll cilalsl) o Gt sd jlaall
il el AN Adaal) e 0 o sl 4 3 ghadl)

2l (2 Al clalsl) gl dalSl) Jga Bl puda 2 5 ghadl)

These are the important points you should have learned from this
lecture.

1. Cause/effect organization is a common pattern in academic
writing to write about causes (or reasons) and effects (or
results).
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2. There are two common cause/effect patterns of organization.
B palaal) 03a ¢ha Lialad () cuag (Al dalgd) Jalail) & o3a

() of) JEY g (led) 5) sl o AU Apapalsy) ASl) B aili aad 2 Y [ Aaliie ) 1
Aalatal)l s [ AS jidia dudad Jalad) (ha ol o5 a2

* In block organization, the causes (or reasons) are grouped

together in one block, and the effects (or results) are grouped

together in another block. There may be a transition paragraph
between blocks.

e In chain organization, the causes and effects are too closely linked
to be separated. One cause leads to an effect, which is the cause
of the next effect.

3. Use a variety of cause/effect signal words to help your reader
follow your ideas.

(o laa (il o) UV aand g cBanl g ALK B laa (uladl) o) laad) porant aly g ALS audils o
LAYy JUEEN) 588 LA 985 A8 | o AT AlS

) e ) aal Lagn Juadll oSy ¥ Guan faa (Bl JSd JEY g Glead) Ja 5 Al it B e
el i G ga oMy il

S8 A o AN Baclwal Y [ quaad) B L) cilalSl) (e de giia As gana aladicd |3

Al ey L
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