

Lecture three

[bookmark: _GoBack]Varieties of English
From around 1600, the English colonization of North America resulted in the creation of a distinct American variety of English. Some English pronunciations and words "froze" when they reached America. In some ways, American English is more like the English of Shakespeare than modern British English is. Some expressions that the British call "Americanisms" are in fact original British expressions that were preserved in the colonies while lost for a time in Britain (for example trash for rubbish, loan as a verb instead of lend, and fall for autumn; another example, frame-up, was re-imported into Britain through Hollywood gangster movies). Spanish also had an influence on American English (and subsequently British English), with words like canyon, ranch, stampede and vigilante being examples of Spanish words that entered English through the settlement of the American West. French words (through Louisiana) and West African words (through the slave trade) also influenced American English (and so, to an extent, British English).
Today, American English is particularly influential, due to the USA's dominance of cinema, television, popular music, trade and technology (including the Internet). But there are many other varieties of English around the world, including for example Australian English, New Zealand English, Canadian English, South African English, Indian English and Caribbean English.
The Germanic Family of Languages
[image: Chart of the Germanic family of languages]
English is a member of the Germanic family of languages.
Germanic is a branch of the Indo-European language family.
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A brief chronology of English

55BC

Roman invasion of Britain by Julius Caesar.

AD43

Roman invasion and occupation. Beginning of
Roman rule of Britain.

436

Roman withdrawal from Britain complete.

449

Settlement of Britain by Germanic invaders begins

Local inhabitants
speak Celish

450450

Earliest known Old English inscriptions

1066

William the Conqueror, Duke of Normandy, invades
and conquers England.

Old English

<1150

Earliest surviving manuscripts in Middle English.

1348

English replaces Latin as the language of instruction.
in most schools

1362

English replaces French as the language of law.
English s used in Parlizment for the first time.

1388

Chaucer starts writing The Canterbury Tales.

1400

The Great Vowel Shift begins

Middle English

1476

William Caxton establishes the first English printing
press

1564]

Shakespeareis bom.

1604

Table 4lplabeticall, the first English dictionary, is
published.

1607

The first permanent English settlement in the New
World (Tamestown)is established.

1616

Shakespeare dies

1623

Shakespeare's First Folio is published

Ealy Modem
English
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1702

The first daily English-language newspaper, The
Daily Courant,is published in London.

1755

Samuel Tohnson publishes his English dictionary.

1776

Thomas Tefferson writes the American Declaration
of Independence.

1782

Britain zbandonsits American colonies.

1828

Webster publishes his American English dictionary.

1922

The British Broadcasting Corporation is founded.

1928

The Oxford English Dictionary is published

Late Modem
English





