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The Rise of the English Novel
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Lecture 1

: Historical and Social Background (Part 1)

- Though we will spend a good deal of time on literary matters, our approach will be multidisciplinary,
taking in historical and social issues as well.

- We will see that the rise of the English novel through the 18th and 19th centuries coincided with a
number of major historical developments, including urbanization, industrialization, and

democratization.

During the eighteenth century, Britain, Continental Europe, and North America were scenes of -

the following enormous changes/ revolutions (FAIR) taking place:
1- The French Revolution

2- The American Revolution

3- The Industrial Revolution

4- The Religious Revolution
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The French Revolution

The French Revolution took place in France within the years (1789-1799). ltwasa -
revolution against injustice, inequality, and oppression. It called for three mottos
(EFL):-

2




Agj-"JlloB-\l-\f-! -ll’-l‘.lll" 4\4&9 ’g.lé.\.l

1- Equality (all the people at the same )
2- Fraternity ( all the people are brothers)
3- Liberty

- Famous thinkers of the revolution are:

1- Voltaire
2- Rousseau
3- Montesquieu

- The French Revolution inspired many people around the world from the 18th century
onwards. It will also affect many liberation movements all around the world like the American
Revolution.
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The American Revolution

- The American Revolution took place in America within the years (1765-1783).

- The American Revolution was the political upheaval during the last half of the 18th century
in which thirteen colonies in North America joined together to break free from the British
Empire, combining to become the United States of America.

- It called for freedom, independence, human rights of equality and brotherhood.

- "We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal, that they are
endowed by their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that among these are life,
liberty and the pursuit of happiness”. Quoted from The American Declaration of
Independence.
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The Industrial Revolution (1760-1840)

- The most far-reaching, influential transformation of human culture since the advent of agriculture
eight or ten thousand years ago was the industrial revolution of the eighteenth century Europe.

- The consequences of such revolution would change irrevocably human labor, consumption, family
structure, social structure, and even the very soul / thoughts of the individual.

- The industrial Revolution also changed the lives of people in the 18th century.
- England was a purely rural and agricultural society in the middle ages.
- People lived and worked at farms in what is so called the age of feudalism; their entire life was

limited to farming the fields like slaves and serving the landlords. There was no other ambitions, no
further interests.

Before The Industrial Revolution

* No transportation
* No communication
* No hospitals
* No machines
* No universities or large-scale production
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The Industrial Revolution
Some of the Positive Effects of the Industrial Revolution:

* It changed society from stagnation to turmoil (change).

* It made it easier for people to get in touch.

* [t made means of transportation, travelling, and exploration easier.
* |t created more resources of knowledge like books and magazines.

Some of the Passive(negative) Effects of the Industrial Revolution

* Environmental Pollution

* Poor health conditions

* Materialism

* Lack of interest in education
* Labor of women and children
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* The weakness of the family structure
* The poverty of some classes of people
* Hunger, diseases, deaths
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The Religious Revolution .*

- In terms of religion, the dark ages in Europe in general saw the death of reason and the
spread of darkness and superstition.

- There was no creativity; people were told everything they needed by the Catholic Church.

- The Church did not want people to think, simply because it needed them to remain devoted
to it.

- It made it easy for everyone to get rid of their sins by buying indulgences and having their
sins forgiven.

- People therefore kept their minds and hearts closed; they trusted so much in the authority of
the Church.

- The Church interfered even in the way common people looked at life itself. For example, the
Church told them that the earth is the center of the universe and that the sun revolves around
the earth.
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The Religious Revolution

- For a long time, people believed this to be a scientifically proven fact. They never
questioned its truthfulness.

- If the earth was the center of the universe, the church was at the center of the earth, and
then the church is simply the center of the whole universe.

- Later, in the modern ages, scientists proved that the earth revolves round the sun. This
means that the church is not the center of the universe. That is to say, not everything the
church said was true.

- Gradually, science started to replace religion; people started to trust natural sciences to
explain the different phenomena of their universe.

People were encouraged to rely more on themselves for forgiveness. The path to real
repentance was not the church but a direct relationship with the Creator.

- With the new religious faith, every individual person felt important and confident in all fields
of life.
- People needed to achieve themselves by reading, travelling, exploring, and having many

adventures.
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Lecture 2:( part 2)

. Historical and Social Background (Before the 18th Century:)

* People's lives before the 18th century were largely rural or primitive

* No machines or factories

* No schools

* Just the church and the farm

* NO CHANGE AT ALL: stagnation of education, health, and even religion

* That age was called the age of stagnation and negativity

* In his poem 'Ode on Solitude’, Alexander Pope summarizes the time before the 18th

century saying:
'Happy the man, whose wish and care, a few paternal acres bound, content to
breathe his native air, in his own ground'
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'Happy the man, whose wish and care, a few paternal acres bound, content to breathe his native air, in his own groun"d'

18" Century Literature: Augustan Literature and Age of Enlightenment

- Augustan Literature is the early 18th century in British literature, where the authors highly admired
and emulated the original Augustan Age (Augustan Age is the period in Roman history when Caesar
Augustus became the first emperor).

- The Age of Enlightenment refers to the eighteenth century in European philosophy. It can more
narrowly refer to the historical intellectual movement The Enlightenment, which advocated Reason
as the primary basis of authority. As a movement, it occurred solely in Germany, France, Britain, and
Spain, but its influence spread beyond.
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- The Enlightenment is often closely linked with the Scientific Revolution, for both movements
emphasized reason, science, and rationality, while the former also sought their application in
comprehension of divine or natural law.

- Inspired by the revolution of knowledge commenced by Galileo Galilei (1564-1642) and Isaac
Newton (1643-1727) and in a climate of increasing disaffection with repressive rule, Enlightenment
thinkers believed that systematic thinking might be applied to all areas of human activity, carried into
the governmental sphere in their explorations of the individual, society, and the state.

- Its leaders believed they could lead their states to progress after a long period of tradition,
irrationality, superstition, and tyranny which they imputed to the Middle Ages. The movement
helped create the intellectual framework for the American and French Revolutions.
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Main Features Related to the Augustan Literature 18th

1- The age witnessed a rapid development of the novel, the mutation of drama, and the
evolution of poetry.

2- An explosion in satire. Satire in prose, drama, and poetry, was the genre that attracted the
most energetic writing; satires of the age were typically marked by an ironic pose full of
nuance and a superficial air of dignified calm that hid sharp criticisms beneath (political
satires against specific policies, actions, and persons).

3- In philosophy and eco-politics the Augustan era was an age increasingly dominated by
empiricism, development of capitalism, and the triumph of trade.

4- The growth of English Essay, which was aware of the Continental models.
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5- The Augustan period showed less literature of religious controversy than the Restoration.
However, there were few Puritan writers like Daniel Defoe.
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England in the Eighteenth Century (18™)

- 18" century was an age that witnessed a rebellion against the values that were prevalent in
the age of Pope (1688-1744).

- A new generation of writers reacted against the self-complacency, the chilliness, and the
aridity of the preceding age.

- They found themselves unhappy with the way in which their fathers looked at life, with their
formalism, their narrowness of sympathy, and their controlling ideals.

- They dreamed of becoming more natural and spontaneous in expressing themselves in
literature.

- The new age was different; it was the age of change, science, and industrial revolution.

- Lots of machines, lots of production; factories, boats, trains, hospitals, telegrams, printing,
transportation, communication, education, health, etc.

- On the international level, England became a huge super power and Empire. It occupied
many countries all over the world. People from England felt very important and very powerful.
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Individualism: The Typical Feature of the Age

- Every man and woman felt the desire to roam the globe, to travel everywhere and explore
new lands.

- Individuals preferred their own good. They wanted to satisfy their desires for more money,
more knowledge, and more pleasure

- Every individual wanted to achieve himself and lost interest gradually in every other
individual

- Individualism is the moral stance, political philosophy, ideology, or social outlook that
stresses "the moral worth of the individual".

- Individualists promote the exercise of one's goals and desires and so value independence
and self-reliance while opposing most external interference upon one's own interests,
whether by society, family or any other group or institution.

- Most works of art written in that age talked about individuals rather than about groups of
people. Examples are Robinson Crusoe, Gulliver's Travels, Emma, and Oliver Twist.

- All features of the age (geographical expansion, scientific discoveries, the clash between
science and religion) led to individualism.

- In Robinson Crusoe, the writer focuses entirely on the character of Robinson as if no one
else exists.
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- When Robinson deals with anyone even his parents and friends, we understand that his
own good and desires come first.

- That is why he does not listen to the advice of his parents or even know what happened to
his friend.
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