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  Description of short vowels 

Shape lips tongue  
position 

Tongue 
height 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

slightly 
spread 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

front  

 

 

 

close 

/I/ 

 
 

 

 

 

 

half 
open 

/e/ 

 

 

 

 

 

open 

/æ/   
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Description of short vowels 

 lips tongue 
position 

Tongue 
height 

 

 

neutral 

 

central half-open / ʌ / 

 

slightly 
rounded 

 

Back between 

half-open 

and open 

/ ɒ / 

 

        
rounded 

 

nearer to 

the 

center 

half-close / ʊ / 
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neutral 

 

central between 

half-close 

and half-

open 

/ ə / 
 
 
 
 
  

 


