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e Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle

Socrates Aristotle
L) i (384-322 BC) sk
e Born in Athens around 469 e The greatest of Plato’s
BCE, great thinker and debater students and teacher of
() J8 469 s Lidl daly e Alexander the Great
Jslaa g alae Sda OSY) o sbdaY Al e o
e Accepted no payment for his pabaall 1S3 alaa
teaching e He was a polymath; he
dailail alia (ol a8y J5 o knew a great deal
e Was charged with corrupting about almost every
the youth of Athens and with subject
impiety and executed A il g 2aela S @
dpanall ; LAY Al agdl Wil 8 o gl sall e SN G e
(el s L i

e Plato (iskdéi

e The most famous student of Socrates
Ll 3 el SV Qo
e Most of our knowledge of Socrates comes from the writings
of Plato
O sl QLS 5 jaae Lol jal L jea alaze o
e Argued against Athenian democracy in favor of republic
government
4 geaadl da S daliadd LY ) @ saall o Jolay @
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e Plato vs. Aristotle sk a& ) shaddi

e Ethics: the discipline dealing with what is good and bad and
with moral duty and obligation.
Gl sl ol JIY) ae s 2 9 La 8 Jaladll 3 Lluzaiy) ;Lgm{y\ .
S3AY
e Virtue: conformity to a standard of right, a commendable
quality or trait
5ae ol oLl (Baind 33 sall (5 sl 8 A3lae tAluadll @
e Aristotle differed with his teacher Plato on the issue of Ethics
Y ale Alie e o )i dalza aa sl Calial o
e For both Plato and Aristotle, virtue was essential for
happiness (eudaimonia)
(eudemonia) sdtandl 4, ) 5 pim dlpiadl] ¢ shans ) 5 (5 sha D8 (e JST ALy @
e Plato held the opinion (from his teacher, Socrates) that
knowledge itself is virtue
il o Leild dd ) (o)) (Ll odliul (2) 5Dl 5 1 @
e For Aristotle, virtues had to be practiced to be virtuous
sl S Gelad o) a Jiladll shan Y Al o

Nicomachean Ethics, Book 1: The Highest Good — Happiness
Balaaad) - AeY) aal) 1(1) @S (@AY ale Nicomachean

e One central concept of the Ethics is eudaimonia, which is
generally translated as “happiness.”
dday Ciea i Al ceudaimonia & Y alal 4 S jall aaliall 2al @
Mol aly Aale
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e While happiness is probably the best English word to
translate eudaimonia, the term also carries connotations of
success, fulfillment, and flourishing.

e il 4 Jalas) 4K Jiall e SV e 8 Bl (pa e
LAY g celagll g C\A.\ﬂ VY Layl Jasy Cﬂa..a.d\ ol ceudaimonia

e A person who is eudaimon is not simply enjoying life, but is
enjoying life by living successfully.

JIA (e azy (KD sLal) Aaliy 25ahy ¥ eudaimon 52 sl p=dill o
e Al Gliall

e Aristotle treats happiness as an activity, not as a state. He
uses the word energeia, which is the root of our word
energy, to characterize happiness.
usedilu\ . :\J\A\.@A.mﬁu‘:\j}aﬁj:\;u)\gic\gm@\ Jale jL...uJ\ °

Balaall 3 jaa g cdaliiil) 4alS] Jaal $* 5 energeia

e The point is that happiness consists of a certain way of life,
not of certain dispositions.

Oe ol 5 Bl L 48 Hla (e alli salad) () o dulY) ki) o
3ddaa Cld pal

e “Our discussion will be adequate if its degree of clarity
reflects the subject-matter; for we should not seek the same
degree of in all sorts of arguments alike, any more than in
the products of different crafts.”

Gmyuy c&yﬂ\m\uﬁdm\jujmu&uj&muh"

D1 el g aa e Tl gl g )5BS 8 sl Gl e Jgeaall e
Mgl G all Cilatic e
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e Aristotle warns us not to expect any precise rules or codes of
conduct.

L sl sl A& il B (gl @B g YT gl )l U j3ay

e Ethics must remain flexible enough to account for the great
deal of variety and possibility.

AnlSaYl g g sl (e S ) a8 il 65 ey &y MAY) Jl ) any @

e Aristotle tells us that virtue cannot be taught in a classroom

but can be learned only through constant practice until it
becomes habitual.

Lealat Sy ST g Apasl ) J il (A (a2 Y Alpcadll 4] a5l U iy @
| Aaaliie) e a5 jaionall e lad) YA (e

Book 2: Virtue is a State Between Two Extremes
Cppasts O Al 4 dluadl) 12 )

e Virtue is a disposition or state, not a feeling or a capacity.
s o 1 end pud g dlla o o pal ga dluadll o
e Feelings are not the subject of praise or blame, as virtues
and vices are, and while feelings move us to act in a certain
way, virtues dispose us to act in a certain way.
G s «JIN 5 Jiladl) oo LS caslll ol matall @ gaia g Canad jeliall o
it ¢ L) il 5y g £y lag i ol ) Uind Ll
e Our faculties determine our capacity for feelings, and virtue
is no more a capacity for feeling than it is a feeling itself.
I gl e s a8 e ST Cud Aladl) 5 - jeliall L a8 20ai Ul 66 o
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e Rather, it is a disposition to behave in the right way.

The Doctrine of the Mean

e Virtue is the intermediate or mean between two extremes,
which are excesses and deficiencies.
L oalish b jslad A Al s ¢ Guiadi G ) o gie Auadl) @
e The mean will vary for different people.
Cpilite aldsY <l All) o

T deis | ume | buss | befueny

Fear and Confidence Bravery Nameless Cowardliness
Pleasuresand Pains Temperance Intemperance Insensibility
Giving and Taking Generosity Wastefulness  Ungenerousity
Honor and Dishonor Magnanimity Vanity Pusillanimity
Anger Mildness Irascibility Iniriascibility
Truth-telling Truthfulness Boastfulness  Self deprecation
Pleasure and Amusement Wit Buffoonery Boorishness
Pleasure (daily life) Friendliness Ingratiation/  Quarrelsome
Flattery
Feeling Prone to shame Excessive No sense of disgrace
Pleasure and pain about  Properindignation  Envy Spitefulness
others
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Summarygeila

e Socrates, Plato, and Aristotle were the forefathers of
modern philosophy.
Abaall 2addl) cW o i o shadal g Ll i @
e According to Plato and Aristotle, happiness (eudaimonia) is
dependent upon virtue.
Aliadll e aqlied (eudaimonia) Balaal) ¢ ghaw jl g gAY Wsd g @
e Aristotle taught that virtue cannot be taught in a classroom,
but must be practiced.
ook o a1y il pall J geadl) (8 i Y Alpadl) il sl ) oo o
e Virtue lies between two extremes of vice
Cnpeads (3ol O Al o5 @




