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Orientation’s Class\
Elements of The Orientation :
1- Course Overview 
2- What’s Phonetics and Phonology ?
3- Content of the Course 
4- Course Syllabus 
5- Objectives of the Course
6- Main Textbook & Recommended References
7- Contact

Course Description:
		This course will deal with the astonishing variety of sounds used in the world's languages. We will begin with the mechanism used to produce sounds: the vocal tract. We will then explore the sounds with which we are most familiar: those of English. We will learn not only how the consonants and vowels are produced, but what their acoustic forms are like. On close inspection, some of the sounds of English may not be as familiar as we thought. Certain properties will be found to recur in sounds, and as we extend our view to the realm of all possible sounds in language, we will use these properties as guides in organizing and understanding sound.

Course Description :
Beyond the sequences of sounds with which we are familiar, we will also turn our attention to properties such as intonation and rhythm in speech. These too are elements which vary in systematic ways across the world's languages. As we turn to questions of how sounds are combined and organized into syllables and words, we will begin to uncover the rule-like nature of sound systems, and we will attempt to identify patterns both across and within languages.

Let's consider these pieces of information first...:
· 
· PHONE: A speech sound in a language 
· SPEECH: the ability to talk, the activity of talking, or a piece of spoken language 
· LANGUAGE: a system of communication consisting of sounds, words and grammar, or the system of communication used by the people of a particular country  
· LINGUISTICS: the systematic study of the structure and development of language in general or of particular languages

	The LINGUISTIC study of language includes:

	

	· The study of the STRUCTURE OF SENTENCES
(categories like nouns, verbs, & rules governing the structure of phrases, clauses and sentences)
	SYNTAX

	· The study of the STRUCTURE OF WORDS
(parts of the word, such as affixes)
	MORPHOLOGY

	· The study of MEANING
(the meaning of words and the relationship between  word meanings, and the way they combine to give the meanings of sentences)
	SEMANTICS

	· The study of HOW TO USE WORDS
(the words of a language, their pronunciation and their meaning)
	LEXICOLOGY

	· The study of LANGUAGE, MEANING & CONTEXT
(the influence of situation on the interpretation of what people say; the study of the aspects of meaning and language use that are dependent on the speaker , the addressee and other features of the context of utterance)
	PRAGMATICS



The study of SPEECH SOUNDS OR PHONES
[image: j0195812]
PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY


General Information about Phonetics and Phonology:

Every language has a small number of regularly used sounds (vowels and consonants). We call these sounds PHONEMES.

Examples: 
· The vowels in the words ‘pin’ and ‘pen’ are different phonemes
· The consonants at the beginning of the words ‘pet’ and ‘bet’ are also different phonemes

English spelling has a notoriously confusing nature. 
For this reason it is important to think of English pronunciation in terms of phonemes, and not in terms of letters of the alphabet.

Examples:
· The word ‘enough’ begins with the same vowel phoneme as that at the beginning of ‘inept’ and ends with the same consonant as ‘stuff’
[image: ]

PHONOLOGY
It deals with how speech sounds are organised into patterns or systems for each individual language.


 PHONETICS
	It deals with:
	Three branches of Phonetics

	How SPEECH SOUNDS are made
	ARTICULATORY 	PHONETICS

	How SPEECH SOUNDS are perceived
	AUDITORY 	      PHONETICS

	SPEECH SOUNDS and the physics involved
	ACOUSTIC                PHONETICS



But...
Why is it important to learn about Phonetics and Phonology?

Because you are going to work with the English language at an advanced level as TEACHERS, TRANSLATORS-INTERPRETERS or RESEARCHERS...

...and...

… you will need the deeper understanding provided by the study of Phonetic and Phonological theory to understand the principles regulating the use of sounds in spoken English.



Content of the Course :
· The Sounds of English: Manners and places of articulation
· Vowels and Consonants: segmentation and transcription 
· Suprasegmental features: pitch, stress, and intonation at single sound and sentence levels 
· The International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) and Received Pronunciation (RP)
· English Phonemes, allophones and consonants clustering 
· Formation of phonological rules 

Course Syllabus :
· Places of Articulation & Manners of Articulation 
· Definition of Phonemes  & English Phonemes
· English Vowels (Short & long) ( R.P) & Diphthongs, Triphthongs, 
· Phonetic Transcription (R.P) and symbols 
· Syllable; strong and weak, 
· Suprasegmental feature & Stress ; simple words, complex word stress, sentence level, placement of stress within the word
· Rhythm, Assimilation, Elision, Linking, Aspects of connected speech 
· Intonation 

Course Objectives:
Upon completing the course, students are expected to: 
· Identify speech organs; their locations and functions.
· Distinguished and produce all English sounds and their features
· Transcribe English sound, using phonetics symbols
· Discriminate, contrast and produce sounds and clusters that cause problems for Arabic Speakers in Isolation and in context, and 
· Recognize, identify and produce supra-segmental features of English speech, such as stress, rhythm, intonation, weak and strong forms etc.

Main Textbook  & Recommended References: 
· Your Main Textbook 
	English Phonetics & Phonology. A Practical Course. By Peter Roach (1997), Second Edition. 

· Recommended Reference 
	 Ladefoged, Peter. A Course in Phonetics. Fourth Edition. 

- Recommended Pronunciation Dictionaries :
1- Jones, D (1997). Cambridge English Pronouncing Dictionary (15th edition edited by Peter Roach and James Hartman.
2.  Wells, J.C. (2000) , Longman Pronunciation Dictionary, London: Longman.
Contact : 

Instructor :         Ammar Sultan Al-Ma’ani - Lecturer  - English & American Literature  - University of North Florida – USA
Office Hours: To be Decided later On                Email: aalmaani@kfu.edu.s
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