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The Restoration Period ( 1660-1700)

· After the Restoration in 1660, when Charles II came to throne, there was a complete repudiation of the Puritan ideals and way of living. In English literature the period from 1660-1700  is called the period of Restoration, because monarchy restored in England, and Charles II , the son of Charles I who had been defeated  and beheaded, came back to England from his exile in France and became the king. 

· It is called the Age of Dryden, because  Dryden, was the dominating and most representative literary figure of the Age. The literature of the Restoration Period emphasized directness and simplicity of expression, counteracted the tendency of exaggeration and extravagance which was encouraged during the Elizabethan and the puritan ages. 

· Instead of using grandiloquent phrases, involved sentences full of Latin  quotations and classical allusions, the restoration writers gave emphasis to reasoning rather than romantic fancy, and evolved an exact precise way of writing, consisting of short, clear-cut sentences without any unnecessary word. 

· A-Restoration Poetry 
John Dryden(1631) The Restoration period was mostly satirical, realistic and written in the heroic couplet of which Dryden was the supreme master. He was the dominating figure of the Restoration Period, and he made his mark in the fields of poetry drama and prose 
· The poetry of Dryden can be conveniently divided under three heads- Political Satires, Doctrinal Poems and The Fables. The poetry of Dryden possesses all the characteristics of the Restoration Period and therefore thoroughly representative of that age. It does not have the poetic glow, the spiritual fervor, the moral loftiness and the philosophical depth. 

· B- Restoration Drama

In 1642 the theatres were closed by the authority of the Parliament which was dominated by Puritans and so no good plays were written from 1642 till the Restoration. During the Restoration Period the emphasis was on prose as the medium of expression. 

· As the common people still under the influence of Puritanism had no love for the theatres, the dramatists had to cater to the taste of aristocratic class which was highly fashionable, frivolous, cynical and sophisticated. The Restoration Drama was confined to the upper strata of society whose taste was aristocratic. 

Comedy of Manners 

· In it there are two groups of characters, the wits who claim our sympathy and the gulls or the dull ones who arouse our laughter. The end is not the victory of the good over the evil but the witty over the stupid. The Comedy of Manners was the most popular form of drama which portrayed the sophisticated life of the dominant class of society. 

· Congreve  is put at the head of the Restoration Drama. As the plays of Congreve reflect the fashions and foibles of the upper classes whose moral standards had become lax, they don’t have a universal appeal, but as social documents their value is great. 

· In tragedy, the Restoration Period specialized in Heroic Tragedy, which dealt with themes of epic magnitude. The heroes and heroines possessed super human qualities. The purpose of this tragedy was didactic- to inculcate virtues in the shape of bravery and conjugal love. 

· The chief protagonist and writer of heroic tragedy was Dryden. Under his leadership the heroic tragedy dominated the stage from 1660 to 1678. His first experiment in this type of drama was his play Tyrannic love. 

· Dryden also gives up the literary rules observed by French dramatists and follows the laws of drama formulated by the great dramatists of England. Another important way in which Dryden turns himself away from the conventions of the heroic tragedy, is that he does not give a happy ending to his play. 

· (c ) Restoration Prose 
The Restoration period was deficient in poetry and drama, but in prose it holds it head much higher. It was  during the Restoration Period that English prose was developed as a medium for expressing clearly and precisely average ideas and feelings about miscellaneous matters for which prose is really meant. 
· Dryden presented a model of the new prose. He wrote in a plain, simple and exact style, free from all exaggerations. His fables and the preface to them are fine examples of the prose style which Dryden was introducing.

· Other writers of the period, who came under the influence of Dryden, and wrote in a plain, simple but precise style, were Sir William temple, John Tillotson and George Saville. 

Some Questions Samples

1-  In English literature the period from (1660-1700) is called the period of………..
A- speculation
           B- decoration
           C- Restoration
           D- information 

2-  The Restoration period is called the Age of……   because he was the dominating figure of the Age .
        A- Dryden
        B- Wordsworth
       C- Shaw
       D- Congreve Notes:___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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