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Elements of the Class
· How to practice English with native speakers
· How to begin a conversation 
· How to make small talk 
· How to understand intonation in tag question
· How pay attention to a speaker’s intonation
· How to introduce someone. 
· How to apologize. 
· How to express thanks. 
· How to end a conversation. 

How to practice with Native Speakers

· When you listen to a teacher’s lecture, pay special attention whenever the teacher emphasizes or repeats points. There are probably the main ideas or important details. 

· In the following lecture, you will hear a teacher talk about how to learn English more quickly. Listen one to each section. Pay Special attention if the teacher emphasizes or repeats a point. After you listen to the section, stop and answer the question about it. Then listen to the next section. 


Section 1 CD, TR 1 

Who is the best teacher, according to the speaker?
           ______1. a strict teacher who gives a lot of homework and does all the talking. 
           ______2.  a friendly teacher who lets the students talk a lot. 
          ______ 3. you, the learner 

Section 2  CD TR 2

The teacher gives a lot of examples of where to practice English outside of class. What examples does this she give? Listen once and check the answers. 

          ______ supermarket 			_____ bus stop
         ______ movie theater 	      	           _____ library 
         ______ hospital 			_____ school 

Section 3    CD TR 3

The teacher talks about her friend Sara. What four things did Sara do to learn English? Listen once and check the answer.

          _____ talked with people everywhere
          _____ took a class in English as a second language. ]
          _____  asked friends for help 
          _____  listen carefully 
          _____ wrote idioms in a notebook 



Section 4   CD TR 4

The teacher talks about her own experience. With whom did she practice  a lot of Greek. Listen once and check the best answer. 
                   ______ her Greek teacher
                   ______ taxi drivers
                   ______ friends
                   ______ neighbors 

Beginning a conversation and making small talk 

Seek out native speakers as conversations partners and make small talk with them. This is one good way to practice your English. In many countries, there are certain situation in which it is possible to have a very conversation with a stranger – in other words, to make small talk. This is usually as short as two or three sentences and is usually about something unimportant, like the weather. 

How to begin a conversation?

· How do people politely begin a conversation with a stranger? Does it depend on their culture? How acceptable is it in you country to begin conversations with the sentences in the chart on the following slide? 

Put (Y) for sentence that people say are polite. Put (X) for sentences that are impolite

	Situation                                           
	First Sentence in                                                                                                    a conversation with stranger 
	Yes/ No

	at the bus stop? 
	It’s hot today, isn’t it? 
	

	At the post office 
	This line is really slow, isn’t it? 
	

	At a wedding 
	It’s nice to have a chance to celebrate, isn’t it? 
	

	In a supermarket 
	These tomatoes look terrible, don’t they? 
	

	On a bus 
	What country are you from? 
	

	Anywhere 
	Can you lend me some money?
	

	In a museum 
	This is a wonderful painting, isn’t it? 
	



Work with a partner. Pretend you are in the situation below. Make polite small talk.
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The Sound of it: Understanding Intonation in Tag Questions

We often a conversation with a sentence that includes a tag question. We add a “tag” to a sentence, and it becomes a question. Our voices goes up on the tag if we aren’t sure about the answers; it becomes a real question. Our voices goes down on the tag if we already know the answer and are making small talk. 

Examples:
You will do it quickly,won't you?


	John and Mark aren't English,are they?


Listen and Repeat CD 1 TR 6 

	Unsure of the Answer
 (Real Questions) 

	Sure of the Answer 
(small talk) 


	1.The food is awful, isn’t it?
	1.The food is awful, isn’t it? 

	2.You don’t see any fresh fruit, do you?
	2.You don’t see any fresh fruit, do you?	

	3.There isn’t any yogurt, is there?
	3.There isn’t any yogurt, is there?

	4.There’s lots of sugar, isn’t there?
	4.There’s lots of sugar, isn’t there?

	5.You haven’t seen a good health food place, have you? 
	5.You haven’t seen a good health food place, have you?



Pay attention to a speaker’s intonation. 
	
As you’ve seen, intonation in a tag question carries meaning. If the voice goes up, the person is unsure of the answer and is asking a real question. If the voice goes down, the person already knows the answer and is just making small talk. 
        Paying attention to intonation will help you better understand a speaker’s meaning.
 
Asking Tag Questions
 
Notice the grammar in tag questions: if the verb in the main clause is affirmative, the verb in the “tag” (last two words) is negative. 

Example:
           It’s warm today, isn’t it?

If the verb in the main clause is negative, the verb in the “tag” (last two words) is affirmative.
Example:
          It isn’t very windy today, is it?





Work with a partner. Have a very short conversation for each situation. One person begins with a tag question (with the voice going down at the end). The other person answers. Use the cue words. 

Example: 

Situation: Two people are at a bus stop.        Cue Words:   A: bus/ late again , B: yes 

Student A: The bus is late again, isn’t it?
Student B: Yes, it is. 
Go Forward 

Common Expressions in Conversation 

	Introducing Someone

	Responses


	- I’d like you to meet…
-This is… a friend of mine (my brother, sister,   etc.)
- Have you met..? 
	Nice (Glad, Pleased) to meet you. 

	Ending a Conversation

	Well, I’ve got to run. 
Good-bye.
See you later (Friday, etc.). 
Have a good day. Have a good weekend 
	I have to go now, but I’ll see (call) you …
It’s been good seeing you (talking to you).
Talk to you soon. 
Keep in touch. 

	Expressing Thanks 
	Responses

	Thanks. 
Thank you very much (so much) 
That was very kind of you, 
How thoughtful!
I appreciate it. I’m very grateful.
	You’re welcome. 
Don’t mention it.

	Giving an Apology 
	Responses

	I’m very sorry. 
Excuse me. 
Forgive me. 
It was my fault
	No problem., 
That’s ok. That’s all right. 
Don’t worry about it. a



Making prediction 

	Situations

	What you can say

	_____ by mistake, you just stepped 
          on someone’s foot.
 
_____ you are introducing a friend to
           your parents. 

____ you’re talking with a friend at 
         school, but you need to leave 
          because you have a class. 
	· ______________________


· ______________________


· ______________________ 





Homework!  Tapestry
 
· Chapter 1: CD 1, TR 6,B.Listen and repeat. page11
· Chapter 1: CD, TR 7, Apply Strategy, page 12
· Chapter 1: Situations and Cue words. Page 13
· Chapter 1: part3: Getting ready to listen. Page 13
· Chapter 1: CD 1, TR 8, page 14
· 
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