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Phonetic Transcription 

The Meaning of Phonetic Transcription

Phonetic transcription (or phonetic notation) is the visual representation of speech sounds (or phones). The most common type of phonetic transcription uses a phonetic alphabet, e.g., the International Phonetic Alphabet. 
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There are two “golden rules” for transcription:

1- Think of the pronunciation, not the spelling.  Instead of letting 

yourself be mesmerized by the written form of the word, look away, or 
close your eyes, and ask yourself how you actually pronounce it. Among 
a thousand other pitfalls, this will help you to avoid inserting an [l] into 
your transcription of salmon, it will ensure that you transcribe the s of 
his with [z] not with [s], or the f of of with [v] not with [f], and it will 
prevent you from including the silent b of doubt in your transcription. 

2- Use one symbol for each identifiable sound.

· In many cases, the  orthography (i.e. the spelling system) uses more than one letter in cases  where a single symbol is required in a transcription: 
 ps,  sh,  ch,  tch are cases in point. 

· And a transcription, though it may be shorter, can convey 
more precise information than the orthographic form (the spelling):  th 
corresponds to either [T] or [D]) and the notorious -ough to [ʌf], [uː], [ə], 
[aʊ], [əʊ] or [ɒf] (enough, through, borough, bough, although, cough). 

Broad and Narrow

·  Broad transcriptions
·  Represent only contrastive sounds (phonemes)
·  Enclosed in slashes: / /
·  Generally use only alphabetic symbols

·  Narrow transcriptions
·  Represent phones 
·  Capture as much phonetic detail as possible
·  Enclosed in brackets: [  ]
·  Can require use of diacritics

Broad and Narrow Phonetic transcription

Broad phonetic transcription: captures the basic sounds; What the speaker intended to say; roughly eqivalent to a phonemic transcription.
Narrow phonetic  transcription: captures the precise pronunciation; what the speaker actually said; makes use of the full resources of the IPA.
Notational convention:
Slashes /  / for phonemic transcription
Square brackets [   ] for phonetic transcripton.
English Phonemes

Familiar IPA symbols, same sound:
 (
[p] ‘
p
ot’
7. [r] ‘
r
ot’
12. [m] ‘
m
a’
[b] ‘
b
ought’
8. [f] ‘
f
ought’
13. [n] ‘
n
ot’
[t] ‘
t
ot’
9. [v] ‘
v
ote’
14. [l] ‘
l
ot’
[d] ‘
d
ot’
10. [s] ‘
s
ot’
15. [w] ‘
w
alk’
[k] ‘
k
it’
11. [z] ‘
z
it’
16. [h] ‘
h
ot’
[g] ‘
g
ot’
)











Sound/symbol correspondence
 (
en
ough
   thr
ough
  thor
ough
 
  th
ough
t  
b
ough
       
[
ʌ
f]           [u:]
           [
ə
]          [
ɔ
:]       [a
ʊ
]
   
th
ink
 
 
th
ose    
   
th
istle        
   
th
ong
   [θ]                  [ð]             [θ]           
   
  [θ]
      
ch
urch  
  
  
ch
emistry     
    
Ch
eryl
  
     
 [t
ʃ
]
         [k] 
      
[
ʃ
]
)












English Phonemes

Familiar IPA symbols, different sounds:
 (
17. [j]
‘
y
acht’
     
“yod”
18. [i]
‘h
ee
d’
19. [e] ([ej])
‘h
ay
ed’
  
                      
 ([ej] = a “diphthong”)
20. 
‘h
o
d’
21. [o] ([ow])
‘b
o
de’
   
   ([ow] = a “diphthong”)
22. [u]
‘wh
o’
d’ 
)
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· A diphthong is a phoneme that combines two phones.

Unfamiliar IPA symbols, for consonants: 
 (
23. 
‘
th
ought’
“theta”
28. 
   ‘
ch
op’
24. 
‘
th
ough’
“edh”
29. 
   ‘
j
ot’
25. 
‘
sh
ot’
“esh”
 
26. 
‘vi
si
on’
                
“ezh”
 
27. 
‘ri
ng
’
“engma”
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Transcription – the art of reducing speech to writing

Remember: a word in isolation may be spoken differently to a word in connected speech
to = [tu:]
give it to him = [gɪv ɪt tə ɪm]

Notes:________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ _____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Present Past Participle

Am —is—are ‘Was —were been

Beat—s /bi:t/ beat /bi:t/ beaten /'bi:tn/
Become —s /b1 'kam/ became /b1 'ketm/ become /b1 'kam/
Begin—s /b1'gin/ began /b1 'geen/ begun /b1 'gan/
Bend —s /bend/ bent /bent/ bent /bent/
Bind —s /baind/ bound /baond/ bound /baond/
Bite—s /bart/ bit /bit/ bitten /'bitn/
Bleed—s /bli:d/ bled /bled/ bled /bled/
Blow—s /blou/ blew /blu:/ blown /bloun/
Break—s J/breirk/ broke /brouk/ broken ['broukan/
Bring—s forin/ brought Joro:t/ brought Joro:t/
Build —s /bild/ built /bilt/ built /bilt/
burn—s /ba:rn/ burnt /ba:rnt/ burnt /ba:rnt/
Burn—s /ba:rn/ burned /bz:rnd/ burned /bz:rnd/
Buy —s /ba1/ bought /bo:t/ bought /bo:t/
Catch-es Jkeetf/ caught Jko:t/ caught Jko:t/
choose —s Jefuz/ chose [tfouz/ chosen ['tfouzon/
Come —s /kam/ came /keim/ come /kam/
Cost—s Jkost/ cost Jkost/ cost Jkost/
Cut—s Jkat/ cut Jkat/ cut Jkat/
Dig—s /dig/ dug /dag/ dug /dag/
Do—es Jdu:/ did /did/ done /dan/
draw —s Jdro:/ drew Jdru:/ drawn /dro:n/
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Dream—s /driim/ |dreamed | /dri:md/ |dreamed | /dri:md/
Drink—s /drink/ |drank /dreenk/ |drunk /drank/
Drive —s /dratv/ |drove /drouv/ |driven /'driven/
Eat—s fiit/  |ate [e1t, et/ |eaten [li:tn/
Fall —s [foil/  fell [fel/  [fallen ['fo:len/
Feed —s /fi:d/  fed [fed/ fed [fed/
Feel —s [fi:l/  [felt [felt/ [felt [felt/
Fight—s /fait/ |fought [fo:it/  [fought [fozt/
Find—s /faind/ |found /faond/ [found [faond/
Fly — flies [flar/ flew [flu:/  [flown /floun/
Forget—s [for'get/ [forgot /for'got/ [forgotten | /for'gotn/
Forgive —s [for'giv/ forgave /for'ge1v/ forgiven ‘g{f/ssrn /
Freeze—s [fri:z/  [froze [frouz/ [frozen /['frouzan/
Get—s /get/ |got /got/  |got /got/
Get—s /get/ |got /got/  |gotten /'gotn/
Give—s /giv/ |gave /ge1v/ |given /'given/
Go -goes /gou/ |went /went/ |gone /gon/
Grow —s /grou/ |grew /gru:/ |grown /groun/
Hang—s /haen/  |hung /han/  |hung /han/
Have —has /haev/ |had /haed/ |had /haed/
Hear—s /hior/ |heard /ha:rd/ |heard /ha:rd/
Hide—s /hard/ |hid /hid/ |hidden /'hidn/
Hurt-s /ha:rt/ |hurt /ha:rt/ |hurt /ha:rt/
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Keep —sa /kizp/  |kept /kept/ kept [kept/
Know —s /nou/  knew /nu:/ known /noun/
Lay —s /ler/ laid [lexd/ |laid [lexd/
Lead—s Nli:d/  led /led/ |led [led/
Learn —s /la:rn/  |learnt /la:rnt/  |learnt [lz:rnt/
Learn /la:rn/  |learned /la:rnd/ |learned /Iz:rnd/
Leave —s Niv/ left [left/ |left [left/
Lend—s /lend/ |lent [lent/ |lent [lent/
Lie—s [lat/ lay [le1/ lain [lein/
Lose—s Nlu:z/  lost [lost/  |lost [lost/
Make —s /me1k/ |made /me1d/ |made /merd/
Mean —s /mi:n/  meant /ment/ meant /ment/
Meet—s /mit/  met /met/ | meta /met/
Pay —pays /pe1/ |paid /pe1d/ |paid /pe1d/
Read—s [ri:d/ |read /red/ |read [red/
Ride —s /raid/ rode /roud/ |ridden ['ridn/
Ring—s /rin/ |rang /ren/ |rung Jran/
Rise—s [raiz/ |rose [rouz/ |risen ['rizen/
Run—s /ran/  |ran /ren/  run /ran/





image16.jpeg
Teach—es [tiitf/ |taught [to:t/  taught [to:t/
Tear—s [tear/ |tore Jtor/  |torn [torn/
Tell-s [tel/  [told [tould/ |told [tould/
Think—s /01nk/ thought /6o:t/ |thought /8o:t/
Throw—s /Orou/ |threw /éru:/ |thrown /Oroun/
Understan | /ander |understoo | /ander |understoo| /ander
d-s ‘'steend/ |d ‘stod/ |d ‘stud/
Wake —s /weik/ |woke /wouk/ |woken /'woukan/
Wear—s /wear/ |wore /wor/ |worn /worn/
Win-s /win/ |won /wan/ |won /wan/
Write /rait/ |wrote /rout/ |written ['ritn/





image1.jpeg
“THE INTERNATIONAL PHONETIC ALPHABET (revised to 1993)
consonnTs UL

s [T o e o T T
o [p b td td|cs|ko|ac
ml

nl o] N
®

| o] v
o | v

48[V





image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg
Q@eeee
Qeeee
Q@eeew




