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Elements of the Class

· Important Warming Up Activities  - Culture Notes
· Vocabulary Building 
· Getting Meaning from Context
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Culture Note:
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Getting Meaning from Context

Definition
 
A definition gives the meaning of words. The writer may use words, phrases, or statements to define something. The writer will use key words, or signal words to identify a definition so you need to look for them. See examples of key words below. 

Key words     is/are 			    means/mean
	           is/are called		    what this means is
		is/are known as	    consist of
		is/are defined as	    refer to
		is/are described as	     may be seen as
e.g.
Someone who explores and studies caves is known as a spelunker.
an unfamiliar word = spelunker 
signal words = is known as 
definition = someone who explores and studies caves 


2. Restatement 
[image: ]
The writer may use other words, phrases, or sentences to provide the meaning of difficult words. We call this restatement; the writer describes it again or in a different way. Signal words for restatement are in the “Key words box” below. 




e.g.
· The surface of Africa consists mainly of plateaus, or large flat areas, although these occur at different levels.

· an unfamiliar word = plateaus 
signal word = or 
meaning = large flat areas 
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3. Punctuation marks 

Punctuation is used to describe the meaning of unfamiliar words. The writer will write unfamiliar words and then use punctuation, words, phrases, or sentences to explain the meaning of the new words. Such punctuation is in the “Key words box” below. 

[image: ]e.g.   Full-color pictures are printed using only black and three colors: yellow, cyan (a light blue) and magenta (a light purple).

an unfamiliar word = cyan and magenta 
signal punctuation = ( ) 



meaning : cyan = a light blue and magenta = a light purple
The use of computers to handle text, or word processing, was foreseen in the 1950s.

an unfamiliar word = handle text 
signal punctuation = , , 
meaning : handle text = word processing 

4. Examples 

help us to understand the meaning of new words. See key words or signal words used for 
showing examples in the “Key words box”. 

e.g.Use navigation buttons, such as, the “Next” button, the “Previous” button, the “Menu” button, and the “Exit” button, to go back and forth or jump to other topics while you are 
[image: ]

using your English software.
unfamiliar words = navigation buttons 


signal word = such as 
meaning = buttons on computer program that are used for turn on pages 
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unique notion data version slang

shortcuts  competitive database trio look down on

1. Researchers are collecting for their
study of changing language in Singapore.

2. There are some words that are to Sin-
gapore. You can’t find these words in any other country.

3. In some societies, people those who
don’t use the language well.

4. It’s usually fine to use when you’re
talking with friends, but it’s not usually a good idea to use such
language in a formal situation.

5. An unhappy sat at the table next to
ours in the restaurant: a young man, a young woman, and a
very noisy little boy. .

6. That’s an interesting . Let’s discuss this
idea at our meeting next week.

7. An American might say, “We started the project together, but
then John left me holding the bag.” (This means that I had
to take responsibility for finishing the project.) The British

of the same idiom is “holding the baby.”

8. A group of friends sometimes uses to
communication. They can express some big ideas in just a few
words.

9. They added their information to the large

in the university computer.
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It's not very polite to call a woman lady. it's not polite to call a man mister without
Miss is much more polite. Ma’am is for his last name.
older women. You can call a man sir, but
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adventure - mobile — residence

census — - populations "~ suburbs
Find the word above that matches each synonym or definition below.

. group of people

area surrounding a city

moving or able to move

the place or house where one lives

. trip or experience, usually exciting

Sl FOR

. official count of how many people
there are in a certain region
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The “average” person in the United States: —spends one-third of his or her money on
—has at least one pet (30 percent have a nousing
dog and 22 percent have a cat) —lives within 50 miles of a coastline

—lives in a household of three people
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Vocabulary Match

For each expression on the left, find the expression on the right with
the same meaning. Write its letter on the line.

b 1. Excuse me. a. paper money
2. to transfer b. Pardon me.
3. dollar bills c. correct amount of coins

4. exact change d. to change
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In most restaurants in the Middle East are paying separately. That way it's easier
customers leave a 10% tip for the waiter— to know how much each person should

a little more if the service was excellent pay. If you are in a large group, the waiter
and a little less for poor service. You can may not want to do separate checks, how-
ask for separate chec.l,<s if you and a friend ever.

e A 5 3 T 5 0 e





image10.jpeg
Guessing Meaning from Context Guess the meaning of the under-
lined words in the sentences that follow.

1. One study of the diet of Chinese people living in rural areas showed
that they eat much more fruit, vegetables, and grains (such as rice
and wheat) than most people in industrialized countries like the

United States or Canada.

2. They also consume three times as much fiber (the bulky or “tough™
part of plants).

3. Researchers are studying the beneficial effects of eating a lot of fresh
fruit and vegetables to find out why these foods are good for you.

4. Exercise helps control weight and relieve tension, or stress.
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In some restaurants, no one brings you these restaurants, you don't have to leave
your food because the restaurant is self- a 10 percent tip. You can leave a smaller
service or buffet style. This means thatyou tip if you like.

get your own plate and serve yourself. In
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Avoid making stereotypes. Keeping your mind open will help
you learn more about other cultures. A stereotype is a general-
ization about a group of people. The idea may be wrong, but many
people believe it. It’s common to form stereotypes of a new culture,
but it’s important to remain open to the possibility that your firss
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impression might not be accurate. In the academic world, you will
probably meet people from many cultures, and your experiences will
be more positive if you have an open mind.
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These are some words that you’ll hear in the lecture. Match e
word on the left with its meaning on the right. Write the letter on
line. Use a dictionary if necessary.

1. misconception a. not different; almost the same

N a s e

. homesickness
. transition

. stage

expert
similar

depressed

b. change
c. very sad
d. feeling of sadness, of missing a p!
e. step; period of time
f. mistaken idea

g. person who knows a lot about a
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Guessing Meaning from Context Guess the meaning of the under-
lined words in the sentences below:

1. This will sound sort of weird, and I guess maybe it is kind of
strange, but it’s true.

2. He put the car in reverse and slowly backed up.

3. I went into such a very severe culture shock that my parents were
worried about me.

4. She associated only with people from her own country. She didn’t
have any friends from anyplace else.

5. 1 guess I'm going to live here for good. I’m not happy about it,
but my husband and children were all born here, so I guess we’ll

be here permanently.

I took a class in Indian weaving—you know, making baskets,
rugs, cloth, things like that.

b !

7. We went to the Navajo Indian reservation, where we studied with
Navajo weavers who lived there.
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suchas
like
forexample, .

forinstance

is/ are
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Talk shows are very popular in the United gram, people often talk about very per-
States. Oprah Winfrey is one example of sonal subjects and frequently express
an American talk-show host. On her pro- emotions freely.




image20.jpeg
Here are some other common participles that you can use as adjectives:

depressing depressed irritating irritated
exciting excited shocking shocked
interesting interested tiring tired
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Complete the paragraph with words from the participle list above.
In some sentences, there is more than one possible answer.

When I first arrived in this country, I was really happy. I was
(1) to be here. Everything was new and
(2). But then I started to have some problems. I had trouble with the
language. A lot of the customs were strange and
(3). Some new customs bothered me a little bit; they were just
(4). But others seemed really terrible. I was
(5) by some of them. I worked hard to learn the
language. I spent five hours in English class every day and two hours
on homework. Thiswasvery __ (6), so I didn’t have
much energy for other things. Mostly, I was homesick. I missed my
friends and family. I stayed in my apartment all weekend and was
7).
Slowly, things got better. I began to make friends and to go
places. My English got better. I began to understand the customs.

NowIm___ (8)in life again, and I’'m much happier.
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. weep
mutating
reserved

to loosen up

. outdoing
egalitarian
quivering
climate
renowned

. extraordinary
. grieving

. to dictate

a. to relax, be natural, show emotions

b. equal

F® oo

doing something in a “bigger” way
than other people do it

not showing emotions
cry

changing

famous

to tell someone what to do or how to

i. shaking

not ordinary, amazing
atmosphere

suffering sadness .
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Quick Quiz: Some Customs In the United States

15

Someone tells you, “That’s a nice sweater.” You say:
a. Thank you.

b. Oh, not really. It’s very old.

c. Would you like it?

Your teacher sometimes sits on her desk. You think:

a. She’s not polite.
b. She’s not very serious about teaching.

c. It’s not strange.

Someone has invited you to a party at 8:00. It’s probably best
to arrive:
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a. a few minutes before 8:00
b. at 8:00 exactly

c. a few minutes after 8:00

You have a business appointment for 10:30. It’s probably best
to arrive:

a. at 10:25 to 10:30.
b. at 10:35 to 10:45.
c. at 11:00.

You go out to lunch with an American friend. Who pays?
a. Your friend pays because lunch was his suggestion.
b. You both pay.

c. You pay because you’re a little older than your friend.

Your American friend comes to your house for dinner. She has
already eaten one serving of food. You say, “Would you like
some more?” She says, “No, thank you. It was really delicious,
but I'm so full!” What do you do?

a. Ask her two or three more times.

b. Say, “Are you sure? Well, if you change your mind, please help
yourself.”

c. Put some more food on her plate.

Last week, you had a short conversation with your American
friend. He said, “Let’s get together sometime for a movie or
dinner or something. I'll give you a call.” But he hasn’t called.
‘What do you think?

a. Nothing is strange.
b. He isn’t polite.

c. He hasn’t called because he has a problem.

Your American neighbors are rich, but their two children (who
are in high school) work part time. One of them does baby-
sitting on weekends. The other helps neighbors with the
gardening on Saturdays. Your neighbors probably:

a. are bad parents.
b. care more about money than they care about their children.

c. love their children and are teaching them to be independent.
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In all cultures, there are questions that are common to ask a new acquaintance and other
questions that people consider impolite.

People in the U.S. usually don't ask: People in the U.S. frequently ask:
« How old are you? « What do you do?
« Are you married? (What kind of work?)

» How much money do you make? + Where are you from?
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It’s fairly common for many people to small towns than in big cities. And people
make small talk with strangers. They see it everywhere are careful to speak with

as a small moment of human contact. strangers only in a “safe” situation—in a
However, these short conversations with public place with other people nearby.

strangers seem to be more common in
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In American English, you'll sometimes hear brother or sister. The close friends would

the expression “Two's company; three's a prefer to be alone with each other. Do
crowd.” This refers to a situation in which you have an expression for this in your
there are three people together—maybe language?

two close friends and a much younger





