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The Roman Empire and Christianity 
 
Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 380 AD.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians_in_the_Roman_Empire 

The Roman Emperor Constantine’s ‘Conversion’
One of the supposed watersheds in history is the ‘conversion’ of the Roman emperor Constantine to Christianity in, or about, 312 AD. 

The ‘triumph’ of Christianity
Contemporary Christians treated Constantine’s conversion as a decisive 
moment of victory for Christianity .
http://www.bbc.co.uk/history/ancient/romans/christianityromanempire_article_01.shtml


The Council of Nicaea 325 AD, (under the Roman Emperor Constantine's influence).
The First Council of Nicaea was the first ecumenical council of the Catholic Church. Most significantly, it resulted in the first, extra-biblical, uniform Christian doctrine, called the Creed of Nicaea.


Effects of the Council 

The long-term effects of the Council of Nicaea were significant. For the first time, representatives of many of the bishops of the Church convened to agree on a doctrinal statement. Also for the first time, the Emperor played a role, by calling together the bishops under his authority, and using the power of the state to give the 
Council's orders effect.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea 

The Council declared that Jesus the Son was true God, co-eternal with the Father and begotten from His same substance. Under Constantine's influence, this belief was expressed by the bishops in the Nicene Statement. which would form the basis of what has since been known as the Nicene Creed.

Its main accomplishments was settlement of the Trinitarian issue of the nature of  The Son and his relationship to God the Father.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/First_Council_of_Nicaea#The Trinity 


Trinity:

1- God the Father
2- God the Son
3- God the Holy Spirit
Part 3: Religions and their effects on ETC 
 
The major religions that have existed in Europe, UK, & USA
and their influences on the English thought & culture (ETC):

·  Christianity

Christianity became the state religion of the Roman Empire in 380 AD.
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Persecution_of_Christians_in_the_Roman_Empire 

·  Judaism 
Judaism in Europe has a long history.
Jewish populations had existed in Europe, especially in the area of the former Roman Empire, from very early times. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jewish_history#Europe 

· Islam
The influence of Islam and Muslims on ETC & Europe in General.
Spain and Muslims  (711 – 1492). Andalusia  Al-Andalus became the center or torch of light, knowledge, & sciences for all Europe. More details will be given in future lectures, God willing.



Concept of God in Judaism

Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is One Lord.  
Dueteronomy 6:4

Has not the One God made and sustained for 
us the spirit of life?
 Mal 2:15 

There is no other god besides Me. Isaiah
 44: 21 



Concept of God in Judaism

Other gods! 

Israel joined in worshiping Baal. And the Lord's anger burned against them. Numbers 25:3
I will punish my people for they have sinned; they have forsaken me, have offered sacrifices to other gods, and have made idols and worshiped them. Jeremiah 1:16. 

Concept of God in Judaism

God of Israel!
 
All the nations of the world will know that 
the Lord alone is God, there is no other. 1 Kings 8:60
Turn to me now and be saved, people all over 
the world! I am the only God there is. Isaiah 45:22


Concept of God in Judaism

Man like God!

Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness.” Gen 1:26

· You may know that there is none like Me in all the earth.   Exodus 9:14
· Who is like me? Let him proclaim it.   ..               Isaiah 44:7
· Who is like me and who can challenge me?        Jeremiah 49:19


Concept of God in Judaism

God got tired!

· On the seventh day He rested, and was refreshed!      Ex 31:17
God felt sorry!

·  Gen 6:6
God wrestled with Jacob! 

· Gen 32:24-30
· 
Notes:_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3

