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Linking Sounds 

Linking Discontinuous Consonants in American English Pronunciation

· Stops and affricates are called discontinuous consonant sounds because they briefly stop all air, then create sound when the air is released. Because there are two parts to these sounds, linking them may cause the sound to change.

· Stops are sounds that are created when the air is stopped from leaving the vocal tract for a short amount of time, then released smoothly.

· Affricates are sounds that are created when the air is stopped from leaving the vocal tract for a short amount of time, then released with a smaller opening, causing friction.


Linking to a discontinuous consonant

· Linking to a stop or affricate is simpler than linking from a stop or affricate to another sound. To link to a stop or affricate from a continuous consonant sound or vowel sound, simply blend the first sound into the beginning of the stop or affricate. No pause should be added between the sounds.

· Listen to the phrases can't_ache and can_take. Notice that there is no pause between the words. In fact, the first sound blends smoothly into the beginning of the stop or affricate sound, and the stop or affricate is said normally. We cannot tell (from this limited context) the difference between the two phrases.
can't_ache and can_take 


Linking from a discontinuous consonant

· When a word that ends in a stop or affricate is linked to another word, the stop or affricate is often not fully said. Oftentimes, the air is stopped in the vocal tract as normal, but the release of the air is said as the first sound of the next word. This also happens within words with common consonant blends, like b+r (bright) or c+r (cream) or even with three consonants in a row, s+c+r (scream).

· b+r, bright: If the word bright is said correctly, the lips are closed for the b sound, and the r sound is said immediately as the lips open.

· c+r, cream: With the word cream, the r sound begins at the same time as the k sound is released.

· s+c+r, scream: With the word scream, the s sound continues until the air is stopped for the k sound, and the r sound begins at the same the as the k sound is released. Sounds flows evenly from one to the next.

· The technique for linking adjacent consonants within words is the same as native English speakers use to link discontinuous consonants between different words; the air is stopped in the vocal tract as normal, but the release of the air is said as the first sound of the next word.



· Notice in the phrases Kate's creams and Kate screams, that there are two stops, the t sound and the k sound. Both phrases link t + s + c + r. The t sound is released as the s sound, and the k sound is released as the r sound. The t sound, s sound, k sound, and r sound all link with exactly the same technique, no matter if the s sound is the final sound of the first word, or the first sound of the second word. We cannot hear (from this limited context) a difference between the following phrases.


· Kate's_creams and Kate_screams PlayListen to the following linked phrases.keep_thinking
last_sunday 


· With linking, speakers need to learn to link sounds that are not commonly near each other within words. For example, in the phrase keep thinking, we link the p sound to the th sound. There are no words in English language (with the exception of compound nouns) that have a p sound followed by a th sound. However, the linking between these words occurs the same as it does when other words link a stop to another sound. With this phrase, we link the words by stopping the air with our lips, as we normally would for the p sound, but we release the air with the th sound.


· With the phrase last_Sunday, we link the words by stopping the air with our tongue for the t sound, but release it as the s sound.


Linking discontinuous consonants to the same sound

· There are two pronunciation options for when a stop or affricate is linked to the same sound; (1) the sound is may only said one time, and shared with both words or (2) the first sound may be said very quickly with only a tiny release of air between words.
Listen to the following linked phrases.
take_care (linked stops)
orange_juice (linked affricates) Play 

· When linking the same stop sound, it is more likely that the sound is said only once, as in the example take_care, and shared with both words. When linking affricates, the sound may be said twice, but said very quickly the first time, as in the example orange_juice.
To sum up:

To link from a discontinuous consonant to another sound, the air is stopped in the vocal tract as normal, but the release of the air is said as the first sound of the next word. If the linked discontinuous consonant is to the same sound, different techniques may apply. 

Linking from the letter t in American English Pronunciation

The letter t is one of the most versatile letters in English pronunciation. In American English, there are four common pronunciations used for the letter t. There are huge variations of the pronunciation of the letter t among the different large English dialect groups (British, Australian, and American). The rules listed herecannot be used as guides for any dialect other than American English pronunciation.


Basically, the letter t can:

1. Sound like a regular t sound (as in the word time 
2. Sound like a quick d sound (as in the word little 
3. Become a glottal stop (as in the word partner 
4. Be ignored and have no sound at all (as in the word center 

· The rules for these alternative sounds are discussed in depth in the when t doesn't sound like t lesson.
· It is important to realize that the rules for the letter t are still true when the t sound is the final sound of a word, linking to the word that follows it. Listen carefully to the following examples. 

Sound like a regular t sound

SQUID: It took two days to type the entire story.
WILMA: Why did it take so long?
SQUID: I spilled tea on it, so I had to retype it.

Sound like a quick d sound

SQUID: We should meet at Anne's after the meeting tomorrow.
WILMA: I'll think about it.

Become a glottal stop

SQUID: Did you eat my sandwich?
WILMA: Yeah, I forgot my lunch at home.
SQUID: So you ate mine?
Be ignored and have no sound at all

SQUID: We should buy more cookies. A percent of the profit goes to charity.
WILMA: I don't really think that's why you want them! 

To sum up:

  The sounds before and after the t sound, namely vowel sounds, the r sound, l sound, m sound and n sound all can alter the letter t pronunciation. The t sound is also dependent on its placement in a word and syllable stress for determining the most likely pronunciation.

Linking Vowels

Most sounds are linked together by blending one sound into the next (linking consonants and vowels, linking continuous consonants), or by combining the sounds together (linking stops and affricates). When linking a vowel to another vowel, however, the sounds are not blended together. Instead, Americans link vowels by adding a y sound or a w sound between the words.

Example: linking vowels with a y sound
I_y_admire Play 

Example: linking vowels with a w sound
do_w_it


· Many non-native speakers tend to do one of two things when linking vowels; they either blend the vowels (which makes the sounds less clear), or they briefly stop all sound by closing the airflow at the back of the throat (called a glottal stop). While the glottal stops cause fewer miscommunications than blending vowels into one another, it does create speech that sounds choppy and non-fluent when it is used incorrectly. 

· 
· To create a smooth, fluid link between a word that ends in a vowel sound and a word that begins with a vowel sound, a quick y sound or w sound is added between the words, connecting one word to the next. This allows the listener to perceive both words as separate, while never needing to stop the airflow between words. 


· Deciding whether to link vowels together with a y sound or a w sound will eventually come naturally to the speaker. Linking with the wrong sound will feel and sound awkward.



· Try saying the phrases with a w sound instead to hear the difference between a correct and incorrect pronunciation.

I_y_admire
very_y_old
he_y_asked P 

· Try saying the phrases with a y sound instead to hear the difference between a correct and incorrect pronunciation.

do_w_it
now_w_on
new__w_ice skates 


To review Linking Sound
 (
wake_up and way_cup
mice_eat and my_seat 
)
To link a consonant sound to a 
vowel sound, the consonant sound 
is shared by both words. 


Linking the Word the

Rule# 1: the +consonant

the_dog 
the_biscuit 
The_dog ate the_biscuit. 

Rule# 2: the + vowel

the_y_afternoon
The_y_optometrist took the_y_afternoon off. 

Rule# 3: the + long e

the_emotions 
The_emotions of the_enormous catastrophe were strong. 


Linking the same continuous consonant

enough_food
wants_some_more 

Linking Different Continuous Consonants
 (
because_she
fresh_fruit  
)
SQUID: It's_still_snowing, isn't it?
WILMA: No, it's_raining_now. 



Linking from the letter t 
 (
Sound like a regular t sound (as in the word 
time
Become a glottal stop (as in the word 
partner
 
)
 (
Sound like a quick d sound (as in the word 
little
 
Be ignored and have no sound at all (as in the word 
center
 
)
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