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Syntax & Morphology-Dr. Abdullah Al-Mulhim
First Lecture-Syntax & Morphology
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Syntax: the description of how Morphology: the part of grammar
words, phrases, and clauses are explaining how morphemes are put
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Grammar: the analysis of the Morphemes: are parts of words, i.e.
structure of phrases and sentences. | stems, prefixes, and suffixes
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e For example, un + friend + ly contains three morphemes: a prefix
un, a stem friend, and a suffix ly.

e **** The part of grammar dealing with different grammatical
units (words, phrases, clauses, and sentences) is known as
Syntax.
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o *** The part of grammar dealing with morphemes is known as
Morphology.

Lin b ) salls ) sall e Jalall 201 (g 63 i jns @

Types of grammatical units )58l claag gl gl

e We first need to identify the types of grammatical units, such as words
and phrases, before describing the internal structure of these units, and
how they combine to form larger units.

Caa s J ol Hlead) g el e 35 sail) claa gl ) il e iyl 1Y ol dalasy (s
ST claa g Jaal g el S g cchlan gl gt Adaall 4l

e Grammatical units are meaningful elements which combine with each
otherin a structural pattern

o Essentlally grammar IS the system which organizes and controls these
form-meaning relationships.

(e JS Rl 03] aSay g alaty allai sa il (Ll

e The types of grammatical units can be graded according to size of
units.....example:

rJlie | lan ) anal 188 5 4y i) Calas 5l ) il Caial (K

o *** |f | wash up all this stuff somebody else can dry it.

( Sentence - clauses - phrases - words - morphemes)

(s gal) - LS - ) jlall - o gy - Aleall)

e A clause consists of one or more phrases.
L kad) eSS ol aal g (e ¢ oS Ja ydl)
- A phrase consists of one or more words.
Sl e ST gl sl 5 e sS85 laall
- A word consists of one or more morphemes.
ST 5l by 3a e (5S4l
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e Grammatical units are described in terms of four factors: their
structure, their syntactic role, their meaning, and the way they are
used in discourse.

(sl Wy 93 Lty Ay 5V ol gadl G (e Ay saill s gl Ciun g3 5 @
Cladll 8 lgalastnl o5 Al 4G Hlall g clalina g

e Structure: units can be described in terms of their internal
structure: e.g. words in terms of bases and affixes, phrases in
terms of heads and modifiers, and clauses in terms of clause
elements.

Y] Ca pe LKD) Jia Adalall L s pe Calaa gl Cia g Sy t4nill @
Aleall ypalie Eus eadag pill g e pzall s e <l jlad) ccilaaDU)

e Role: units can be described in terms of their syntactic role
(subject, object...etc.) Example, In November, Susie won those
tickets.

sl W )93 Cua (pe Glas gl Caa g (S - Role @

e Meaning: units can be described in terms of meaning. For
example, adverbs (a class of words) can express information about
time, place, and manner.

el Sua e Glaa gl Coa g Sy 1 Sza @
e Use (discourse function): units can be described in terms of how

they behave in discourse (register and frequency).
Gaall 8 (68 paly o Eun (e Cilaa gl Ciia g ¢Sy (A1) ladll) alasin) e
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Introduction to “words”?_ks" Il 4axia

e “Words” are generally considered to be the basic elements of language.
Al Al palic et Lo gee "3 5Ll @
e They clearly show up in writing, and they are the items defined in
dictionaries. Yet the definition of ‘word’ is not simple.
2y ol K Gy g anal i) 848 jaa pualic b g AUSH 8 - m g selailed] o
- Different senses of the word ‘word’:
"{SJL}Q' PPN P uL’.A °
A.Orthographic words.lelS) 2aags
B.Grammatical words.4 s>l cullS])
C.Lexemes.J=all ciléy pat (sl

- Three major families of words
e s 3 andil @
A.Lexical words.deazs LIS
B. Function words. ik s culal<
C.Inserts.co>laall

A. Lexical words 4saaal) cilalsl)

e Lexical words are the main carriers of in information in a text or a speech
act.
A8 Jad gl (i 8 e glaal a1 JEUD o dpenaall LK) @
e They can be subdivided into the following parts of speech: (nouns, lexical
verbs, adjectives, and adverbs).
(Ja ¢ dia ¢ J28) A8 e 00D ¢ a1 ) Ll (S Ll @
o Lexical words are the most numerous, and their numbers are growing all
the time (open classes).
gl JS ) 35 aalac) g dase SV AiVall S o
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They often have a complex internal structure and can be composed of
several parts: e.g. unfriendliness = UN + friend + li + ness. /
ro) jal sae cpe calli o S g Balaa AdA)al ) Sl | 0K o
Lexical words can be the heads of phrases: e.g. the noun completion is
the head of the noun phrase (the completion of the task).
They are generally the words that stressed most in speech.
S & FASY) e coad A Gl o i lasale o
They are generally the words that remain if a sentence is compressed in a
newspaper headline: e.g. Elderly care crisis warning.
Mgum)u\yﬂkkwd@dh@”&_\wu)&uodb@\ )

B. Function words: 4 gl cilals)

Function words can be categorized in terms of parts of speech such as
prepositions, coordinators, auxiliary verbs, and pronouns.

¢ Lol gl 5 ol Cag ) Ul gl e WDISI e o Y Al Sl Capuat (Kay @

(Slaszall 5 Baclusall Jlady)

They usually indicate meaning relationships and help us interpret units
containing lexical words, by showing how the units are related to each
other.
dpanzal)l ISl e s giad ) Cilas ) it e Lo L s lidlal) e ) juiisile o
el Lpazy bl i S jlehal A (g

e Function words belong to (closed classes), which have a very limited and

fixed membership.
Ay Tas 53 s3ae &y gne Lol S (Closed classes) ) e Alall i<l o

o For example, English has only four coordinators: and, or, but, and (rarely)

nor.
e )l o Led 4 lasy) (JU Qs e @
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e Individual function words tend to occur frequently, and in almost any
type of text.
il e g oY i le s - Sie JSE Gl ol ) Jaad Aol Al cilalSl) o

C. Inserts:aua_al) cilalsl)

e Inserts are found mainly in spoken language...
48 gaial) Axlll 8 Lulul ((Inserts) a5 o
e Inserts do not form an integral part of the syntactic structure, but
tend to inserted freely in a text.
Gl ISl e 1 am Ve SIS Y o
e They are often marked off by a break in intonation in speech, or
by a punctuation mark in writing: e.g. well, we made it.
LS 8 e g daity ol 2SN 8 2y el 8 da il O i La | S @
e They generally carry emotional and discourse meanings, such as
oh, ah, wow, used to express a speaker’s emotional response to a
situation, or yeah, no, okay, used to signal a response to what has
just been said.
~23%.3 (oh, ah, wow, ) Jia Sl Qldas g dadhalall @L:.A\ Odexadale o
lay 3 LR saa%us (yeah, no, okay) S dhle cdbj ALl At e juill
L Jd L e
e Inserts are generally simple in form, though they often have an
atypical pronunciation (e.g. hm, uh-huh, ugh, yeah).
o Ghill & L llle Wil (e e N e - z3gaill 8 La gee ddary Inserts e
(e.g. hm, uh-huh, ugh, yeah). Jix aa
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e Closed and open classesaa gidall g dllial) ciliihal)

e Closed class contains a limited number of members, and new members
cannot be easily added. For example, it is not easy to create a new
coordinator or a new pronoun...... those word classes have a fairly fixed
set of members.

Gl:__m.agh'acﬁéhajﬁwd&g\j};w;\j\wajmax.ulséjz;zi\_'é.&i.qijé °
Ao e ld Al gl elli | das jpena ol s Bude GIAT Jgaadl (g0 Gl Bl J
el e leaa ) dal

e The membership of open classes is indefinitely large, and can be readily
extended by users of the language.

ARl (prariioe A seud Lot (Sayg cansa 2 oY o S Al 3 Jpuch i 4y puinc @

e Lexical classes such as nouns and adjectives are open class. For example,
we can easily form new nouns with the suffix —ee (retiree), adjectives
with —ish (yellowish), verbs with —ize (periodize), and adverbs with —
wise (fanwise).

A g Sy o JUall s Ao cliiall 5 slansd) Jie dganaall colidl) (o 458 8 21 o
& J=8Y) jsh (yellowish),ee claall ee (retiree),disdl ae saaall elawll QS5
wise (fanwise). a« <kl 5 ize (periodize),

e The structure of words: morphology::baslsd ) sa sclalsl) 4y
e Lexical words can consist of a single morpheme ( a stem, such as go, book, cat),
or they can have a more complex structure created by a process of inflection,
derivation or compounding.
ol ¢Sar ) (‘@ stem, such as go, book, cat),2a) s as ) sa (e dsanaal) LN S5 () (Sar @
adclinall ol GELEY) -y puaill dlae Aasal g o 530 &5 Tadad HiSH A LD 0S5
e Inflection: Lexical words can take inflectional suffixes to signal meanings and
roles which are important to their word class, such as ‘plural’ in the case of nouns,
and ‘past tense’ in the case of verbs.
AaIK)) Lemadl dalay Nl 5o 5 Slaall 3 L) 4wl je) CHlEaY dsasmall ClalKY 38 o Sty palll @
" S P (S P LSCA DA TIPSOV {1 RO SOV [ PO
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e Examples......

e * Nouns boy plural (boys), genitive (boy’s, boys”)

e *Verbs live, write  S.P.T (lives, write), P.T (lived, wrote), ing-
participle (living, writing)

e * Adjectives dark comparative (darker), superlative (darkest)

e * Adverbs soon comparative (sooner), superlative (soonest)

B. Derivation: 3aiay)

e Derivation, like inflection, usually involves adding an affix, i.e. a
morpheme attached to the beginning of a word (a prefix) or to the end of
a word (a suffix).
u_al_q;)l\) o AalS Al ( <) )CL\AA]\ a8l ngja.u L dale g ccaldani) (Jia: &M\J\ °

Al Ales
e However, this process is different from inflection because inflection does
not change the identity of a word (it remains the same lexeme), while
derivation creates new nouns, adjectives, verbs, and adverbs.
iy 4l) LS yaay Y Galdaas) A5 GaldarsY) e alias dlaall 028 cclld pas @
g ohall g (JladYl g cculacall g aaad) clawd) BLELE Blay s 2 (4 [lexeme]
e Derivation changes the meaning or word class (parts of speech) of a
word, and often both, and in effect creates a new base form for the word:
‘";}‘uﬂ;\yh& uh;‘)[\w)usj(e)&ﬁ\UA;:\J;\)A.AS)\L,’_\MMS@\AM\JM Y
AalSl 3aa Bac 18 3 gai £ LiTh & 98y adl ]l
e Prefixes: ex + president, un + kind, re + read, a + broad
e Suffix: boy + hood, central + ize, green + ish, exact + ly
e Words can be built up using a number of different prefixes and suffixes,
and can thus contain several morphemes:
sac (5 siny O (Rars e@al sl s Ll (e calide sae aladinly s o (Kay cilalSl) o
o Industri + al, industri + al + ize, industri + al + iz + ation

~
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C. Compounding:

Inflection and derivation result in complex words, with a stem plus one
or more affixes.

T sl aal g il ) GlEaOUl ¢ s ae ol QLK e iy (BUELEI 5 oy puad
Another form of derivation is compounding, which also leads to more
complex words.

DS GlS ) sam A e iyl - S o8l ) (505 BELYI (e Al sl
Words that are compounds contain more than one stem.

STl aals g da e g 5iat S e Gl

Examples are:
noun + noun: chair + man, girl + friend
verb + noun: cook + book, guess + work
adjectives + nouns: blue + bird, flat + fish
noun + adjective: head + long, water + tight




