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Syntax & Morphology-Dr. Abdullah Al-Mulhim

Second Lecture-Lexical word classes

Lexical Words 4xaszall cilalsl)

e There are four main classes of lexical words: nouns, lexical verbs,
adjectives, and adverbs.
- laall - JuadY) - slaw¥1 ) arati enaall LS (o L) i o ) Sllia o
(<o s_ykall
e To decide what class a word belongs to, it is useful to apply tests
of three kinds:
& 5l AN ol Hlaia) Gadat adall (e Al L) i 438 JS aaa] @
1. Morphological: what forms does a word have (e.g. in terms of
stems and affixes)?
P(laa M Lo gyl - Mie) Ll JIKET & Lo i o1 68 ) 5al) @
2. Syntactic: What syntactic role does a word play in phrases or
other higher units?
tlel Clan g ol ol jlal) 3 K Jiaall (5 gaill sall g Lo iy sail) @
3. Semantic: what type(s) of meaning does a word convey?
S Jiall el (51 5) £ 53 52 e sVl o

Nouns stauy)

e Words such as book, girl, gold, information are common nouns.
AS jide e slaal classl & (boOK, girl, gold) Jie il o
e Words such as Sarah, Oslo, Microsoft (names) are proper nouns.
Aaulie slaul & (Sarah, Oslo, Microsoft)Jic Gl o
e Nouns have the following characteristics:
A ailadll Ll sladY) o
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A.Morphological: Nouns have inflectional suffixes for plural
numbers, and for genitive case: one book----- two books; Sarah’s
book. Many nouns, however, are uncountable, and cannot have a
plural form (e.g. gold, information).

Al Caliaal) Allad 5 caand) Arpa dlac Y dpl e ) liaY L) clawsl) siua 518 5 5all o
Y elld ey elaw) 3e 2220 (ONe book----- two books; Sarah’s book.)
( gold, information). -Jie)geadl dapay (5 5 Y 5 ¢ sy

e Nouns quite often contain more than one morpheme (e.qg.
compound nouns (clothes+line) — nouns with derivational suffixes
(e.g. sing+ er, friend+ship, bright+ness)

slaw¥) Jie)as) s (e SSY aid )50 o slan¥) s 5iad Hlal) Ga K o
Agiiall GlEad) ae clanl 5 (Clothes+line))as sl

B.Syntactic: Nouns can occur as the head of a noun phrase (a new

book about the cold war) (the ugliest person you’ve ever seen).
Gpans) Alaall Lt ) ana¥) aang o (S Ay 5al) o

e As these examples show, common nouns such as book and person
can be modified by many kinds of words both before and after
them.

J8 (e Lehaad Sy (book and person)die aeilill slewy) -AliaY) oda (o 23 @
Laaey 5 Leld o) gus LSl (a3 88 &) g3l

e Proper nouns like Sarah, on the other hand, rarely have any
modifiers.

Yaxdll (e 1,06 (,Sarah, on the other hand) Jie daulidl sloul) o

C.Semantic: Nouns commonly refer to concrete, physical entities
(people, objects, substances): e.g. book, friend, iron.
GULSI 32l elawty) 13 L3S VAl o
e They can also denote abstract entities, such as qualities and states:
e.g. freedom, wish, friendship.
YA g claiall Jia 5o jae GBS e Jui o) (K beadl o
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Lexical Verbs

e Words such as admit, build, choose, write are lexical verbs.
dgaaza Jldl & (admit, build, choose, write) Jie lalS o
e They are distinct from Auxiliary verbs like can and will, which we treat as function
words.
Sl Ak oS alleal) (can and will) die sac bl JuxdY) e 5 e Ll @
e The primary verbs be, have and do (the most common verbs in English) occur as both
lexical verbs and auxiliaries.
3aclisa s dranne JladlS an (4 ulaiDl e o Y JiY)) (be, have and do) deulul) Jxdl) o
e Lexical verbs are identified as follows:
AU dpanzall JladYl aad 25 o
e Morphological: Lexical verbs have different forms signaling tense (present & past),
aspect (perfect & progressive), and voice (active & passive).
perfect & ) cuilay ¢(oalall 5 palali)iiling JISEY daazall JedY) s da gl 855l @
(sl s dilly S sall 5 (progressive
e Verb lexemes quite often have a complex form with more than one morpheme.
. morphemecs i1 ae diae z3 ga3 4l Ga¥) IS lexemes) J=il) e
e The following are examples of multi-word verbs and derived verbs: bring up, rely on,
look forward to, itemize, and soften.
AL Jledl 5 AalS) saaxie Jla8Y Aiel L lesd @
e Syntactic: Lexical verbs most frequently occur on their own, as a single-word verb
phrase acting as the central part of the clause (He writes page after page about tiny
details).
e Ll \););L@Amﬁwu@zh\)n AaKIIS - L o a3 panaall JladY) st ) alans : saill o
PAPRN|
e They also occur in the final or main verb position of verb phrase (has written a letter)
(will be writing tomorrow).
agladl) Alaall i 1) ol i) Jadl) aoia gy Gadai La)l o

c. Semantic: Lexical verbs denote actions, processes, and states of affairs that
happen or exist in time.
i gl a6 gl G Al sl GV 5 el sa) 5 Jladl e o dpanaall Jladl) A0V @
REETREIN |
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e They also define the role of human and non-human participants in such
actions, processes, or states (You ate Chinese food).
actions, processes, or states o3 JiaS syl yuall 5 (5 il & JLiall ) 508 Ca poy SIS o
e In this example, ate expresses the action performed by you on the Chinese
food.
(stmall sladall 4 Ciad Jae e m (ate) -JBal) 13 @

Adjectives

e Words such as dark, heavy, eager, and guilty are adjectives. Adjectives are identified
as follows:
Al il e claall aaas - Slaa s (dark, heavy, eager, and guilty)Jic @S o
A. Morphological: Many adjectives can take inflectional suffixes —er (comparative), and
—est (superlative): dark ---- darker ---- darkest.
Al e ) laadl laiall (e paed) MAT Ky 1A pall o
Adjectives can be complex in morphology (derived adjectives e.g. acceptable, forgetful,
and influential) (compound adjectives e.g. color-blind, home-made, ice-cold).
saine Cildaall 0 €5 O (Say Lin sl g8y 5all 3 @
B. Syntactic: Adjectives can occur as the head of an adjective phrase: (very dark) (eager
to help) (quilty of a serious crime).

Aball dleay At ) Cliia a5 () (S Ay sail) @
e Adjectives and adjective phrases are most commonly used as modifiers preceding the
head of a noun phrase or predicative following the verb in clauses (modifiers e.g. )
Uas s clacall Jaall 3 Jadl) axy 528 il o Aas¥) 5 laall dpesi ) Ale ¥ anaS daddiis e i iKY @
" Aiall
e Tomorrow could be a sunny day) (predicative e.g. it is nice and warm in here. It’s
sunny).
C. Semantic: Adjectives describe the qualities of people, things, and abstractions: a
heavy box, he is guilty, the situation is serious.
il sl g e LudY ol i cliall Caat 4Vl o
e Many adjectives are gradable.
gradable. < leall e n2all @
e That s, they can be compared and modified for the degree or level of the quality:
heavier, very heavy, and extremely serious.

3352l (5 e o) Anja Jawi s A0 Jlie (S o0 120 o
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Adverbs

e Words such as now, there, usually, and finally are adverbs.
Jisal & (now, there, usually, and finally) Jis cidSll o
e Adverbs are identified as follows: AGIS J) a1 aas5 25

A. Morphological: Many adverbs are
formed from adjectives by adding the
suffix —ly: clearly, eagerly.

AaaY L) Gl Jsa ) (e andl da gl g8 gall @

Others have no such ending: however,

just.

o&du(sg_\JSY_)A;ﬁ\ua’_d\ °
A few adverbs allow comparative and
superlative forms like those for adjectives:
soon --- sooner --- soonest; fast --- faster -
-- fastest.
Ol dilaiall o 3laill eansi J1sa¥) (e W8N @
Glaall

B. Syntactic: Adverbs occur as head of
adverb phrases: (very noisily) (more
slowly than | had expected).

:dlsaY) Jeal dantt y Jlsad aa 53 Ay i) o
Adverbs, with or without their own
modifiers, are often used as modifiers of
an adjective or another adverb: (really
old) (very soon).

AT Caslal g ddial Y aeeS aadius L | i
Otherwise, they can act as adverbials in
the clause (I’11 see you soon again).

& b Al 0583 O (S AR GA 0

" ileall

e Semantic: As modifiers, adverbs most often express the degree of a following adjective or

adverb: (totally wrong) (right now).

s SIS el gl e el cVasall Jestind lall el AVl o
e As elements of clauses ( adverbials), adverbs and adverb phrases have a wide range of

meanings:

L}J&MF\A’S o

e They can modify an action, process, or state, by expressing such notions as time, place, and

manner.

Asy ki 5 Sl s i gl Jie aalin go uedll ¢ Al ol dlaad) colja) Ghanty ) sa iy o (Say @
e (So | learner German quite quickly) (She was here earlier today).
e They can convey the speaker’s or writer’s attitude towards the information in the rest of the

Alaal) 4 52 ) 5 e slaall slad (Sl gl Aliall (i o Jasi o Sy gl @

clause.

e (Surely that child is not mine!).

e They can express a connection with what was said earlier. (It must be beautiful, though).

8 gy J8 Ly (Blaty Lad yors Sy o
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Comparing lexica word classes in use

e Nouns and verbs are clearly the most common types of words
overall.

Adall LS e gi S 6 61 o JadY) 5 elanY) o eal 511 o

e Conversation has a high density of verbs, unlike informative
writing such as news and academic prose, which has a high density
of nouns.

Sl g LAY Jie aid) S (&e e s - JladY) e Alle 48U gal Balaall @
sland) (e dglle 480K Lgal 3 - dpaalSY)

e Adjectives are linked to nouns, because they most frequently
modify nouns. So informative writing, which has the highest
density of nouns, also has the highest density of adjectives.

LS a elaw¥) Jiaed agiSay lal) Qe o elawlL ddag jo Cliall o
Cliall (e 43S e Lgpal 4l LS colaw¥) (e 2GS e Lgpal 3l -cila sladll
e Adverbs, on the other hand, are linked to verbs.
iYL dasi 53 ) sa¥- s AT dali (e @

e They typically describe circumstances relating to actions,
processes, and states that are denoted by verbs.

Ao g3 add) ey Al AR 5 JladY) o) jaYU dalaid) o g plall Caaisale a5 o

" Jlaiy)

e So conversation and fiction writing, which have the highest
density of verbs, also have the highest density of adverbs.

S el o LS o Jlad¥) (e A0S e Ll Al - JLal) 408 5 Balaal) Jis o
JlsaU




