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e The Modern Novel-First Lecture

Warm-up

Before we talk about the nature and characteristics of the novel in the 20th
century, let us have a brief history of English literature in the 19th century.
CY) e Ady i daal 3l Ligea 20 Gl (A A5l pailad s daph (e st of J8
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This will help us to understand a lot about the nature of the novel in the
modern age.

Cuaall peand) 8l gl dank e LIS agh e el 1

The 19th Century: Life and Literature - ¥ g sl

A Brief History of England in the 19th Century
19 QAN & 1l oo dpdy U dal

First of all, what is meant by Modern?
ALl 3 guail) Lo g o JS 8
According to scholars, the modern era began approximately in the 16th
century.
16 Ol (8 Ly Cunall jeaall Ty -pfialill 6
It means the start of the modern ages in Europe.
Lol o8 Aall ) geanll Aoy Jiny 120
We have to distinguish between literature written in the dark ages and
literature written from the Renaissance onwards.
Aazagill jac (e elai) Sl ) g dallaall ) gandl 8 G giSall ) G el of Lide
e [t means also novels written with the start of the modern ages.
Aaall ) seanl) Ay ae 4 5i€a bl 5 Lyl iny 18
e In this way, we can consider Robinson Crusoe to be a modern novel.
A Ay S 5H5S Oy ) i O Sy A3y Hhall 23
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The Modern Novel
The novel in the 18th | The novel in the 19th
century | century
The novel in the 20th century

The novel in the 18th century

We already studied this period in our course The Rise of the Novel.
%\j}\&}x@)ww\_jm‘)d o‘).\sj\o.léa@ ()
It is a period of beginnings. Lots of demerits and some merits.
sl e Sl L el Gams Slad) 3 558 (e @
The novel suffered from repetition, complex language, coincidence,
contradiction, weak plots, digression, and weak character portrayal.
(B2 g 4\3\))434&;\}[\ cwtkﬂ\—ud\_d\ - d:u:.d\ 54z 42l cJ\)Sﬂ\QA:&gUJM Cile o
Apaddll ) sl
e But the novel also broke fresh grounds in form and content.
sl g IS 8 aaall Gl S Lagl 05 )l Sl o
e [t at least opened up people’s eyes to the problems of society that were long
unspoken of in poetry and drama.
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Questions:
Robinson Crusoe is (a modern- a medieval- an Anglo-Saxon) novel.

(OsmSLall - gl - s o) g 8l (e - Alan) Ayl ) (A 5 )5S (saligy @
e The novel in the 18th century had (lots of merits- lots of demerits-

no merits)
(W30 Y - coseal) e U (Ll el (g ) 18 ¢l a5 0 CuilS o

e The Modern novel means (only novels written in the 20th century-
novels written only in the 19th century- all novels written with the

2|




ANASF

start of the modern age.)
Ol (8 L8 4 g Sl ) - a8 D0 o all (8 4 giSe Dl g )) Aaad) Al g 1) s
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e According to scholars, the modern era began approximately in the
(16th- 17th- 20th) century.
(20-17-16) O (b L 585 Cunall peaell oy oLl G

e Another famous name for the novel in this period is the Victorian novel
(1837 — 1901)
(1901 - 1837) 42, 55Sall 430 5 )11 oa 5 yiall oda (A4 51 el JAT ol
e Why is that? The age has been given its name from Queen Victoria (1819-
1901) whose reign of England continued from 1837 to 1901.
i) caela 1 (1901-1819) Ly 5iSad ASLal (pa dans) jucanl) Jacf 38 € 45 130l
1901 (A 1837 (e el
e She became queen at the age of 18; she was graceful and self-assured.
Lty 4850 55 4803 5 CilS 5 018 ) yee 84Sk Canpial
e She also had a gift for drawing and painting.
sl s ol e o lias Lial
e Her interest in the arts coincided with the emergence of the greatest age of
the English novel.
LoV A gl jeae alael ) sl ae sl Jlae B Lealaia) (pal

e Questions
e The Victorian novel takes its name from: (Queen Elizabeth- Queen
Victoria- King George).
(Z s> AL (L) 518 ASLal) e 5al) ASLA) 1p0 Lgand 281 (o) 53S0l 20 5
e Queen Victoria ruled England for (over 60 years- 25 years- ten years)
(ol s pie - 4is 25400 60 (e SN ) ASH L) 538 ASLa) Canla
o The greatest age of the English novel is the (Elizabethan- Victorian-
Georgian) age.
(o5l — oSl -l Y1) peaall 58 4 5lai¥) &) 51l juae alael
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Queen Victoria ruled England when she was (60- 18- 40) years of age.
(40 - 18 - 60) sead) B ilS Lovie | jilSH 1y ) ¢S4 Sl CaaSis 0

Queen Victoria had an interest in (cooking- arts and painting- writing)
(LS — a1y i) = adall) b alaial ) 58 KL S o

Four factors can help us understand The novel in the 19th century:

19 AN & &) gl agd o Uaslad () (S Jalge Any )|
Enormous changes occurred in political and social life in England and the
rest of the world.
allal) Ay g jalat) 8 dpeLaia Y1y Apulaad) sLall 3 ciias 3lila <ol 055 o
The scientific and technical innovations of the Industrial Revolution, the
emergence of modern nationalism, and the European colonization of much
of Africa, the Middle East, and the Far East changed most of Europe.
abaral gy s lexiu¥) g cdiaal) dpe il ) geda e liall 5 ) ll 4yl  dpalell ol ISLY) o
L) alanad (amdY) (38l < juat - Jass Y BLS0 5 -Ly
Far-reaching new ideas created the greatest outpouring of literary

production the world has ever seen.
allad) sagd oVl AU g8yt alaef bl sUatl) e g 3aaa <8l o
el ok Gl S S .

e To understand those factors: Jalgdl o4 agdi Sl
e Let us read what Charles Dickens said in his A Tale of
Two Cities about the age not just in England but also
all over Europe.
L gl geac e 4l Giinae 408 8 S0 Sl milicen o
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It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was
the age of wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the
epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it was the
season of Light, it was the season of Darkness, it was the
spring of hope, it was the winter of despair, we had
everything before us, we had nothing before us, we were
all going direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the
other way—in short, the period was so far like the present
period, that some of its noisiest authorities insisted on its
being received, for good or for evil, in the superlative
degree of comparison only.

Which means Azl g2

the Victorian age was an age of contradiction:
Some people were very rich, some very poor
QG s Gl g s die CilS (W) (s @
Some people felt quite happy, some quite miserable
ha (il pamll 5 o glamis Gl ey 250 o
Some people enjoyed freedom and luxury, some lived in prisons and suffered from
instability
DAY ade (e G silay g O saad) (A () sdimy pamall g ¢ Aaald )l 5 4 ally (W) (lany aidiy @
Some people travelled and explored the world, some were stuck at factories and small
institutions
3 ywall Gluwsall g aibadll & Glle () g callal) CaliSiy g Ul (azy il @
Some people had strong faith in the future, some were lost and pessimistic
plita g puld (aral g Jatuall & (5 8 Glay) pgad] ulill any @
Some people were full of confidence in themselves and in their powers as individuals,
some lost confidence in everything
oo JS (8 AR ) 508 yae) g ) S agiliaMlia g 4ndiy ALlS 48 o (Wil jazy o
Faith and doubt <Ll 5 olasy!
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e Which means : Lord Alfred Tennyson e 38l 36l 3y Le

e There lives more faith in honest doubt, believe me, than in half the creeds.
AilEal) Caai e S| ¢ Bla ((3la Eld 8 A8 e el Gl Sllia
e Self-reverence, self-knowledge, self-control; these three alone lead one to
sovereign power.
Aoabuad) ALoll ¢ pall 568 Laaa o A3 o3a ¢ pudill Jasca ¢ yudil) 48 yra cClA)) unE o
Behold, we know not anything;
| can but trust that good shall fall
At last — far off — at last, to all,
And every winter change to spring.
So runs my dream: but what am 1?
An infant crying in the night:
An infant crying for the light:
And with no language but a cry.

e Also of interest to most Victorian Novelists:

1 RSN i) g 1) alina agd Al Lyl o

v’ Education adall v
v’ Poverty LAl v
v Hunger gl v
v’ Diseases ol Y v
v’ Death Cisall v/
v/ Pollution sl v
v" Social injustice and class distinction Akl jud g elaal) ol v/
v’ Clash between science and religion el g alall G ) joa v
v The place of England as a super obe A Hlantinl 5 688 | yilas) S v/
colonial power
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o As for form:Jsall Laudily L

e The novel had a firmer structure
s ST 45 0 e S o
e The form was suitable to the content
o sinall Culia JREI S o
e Plots and characters became less in number
sae J8 luaddl) g adadll Canpal o
e Plots and characters were more tightly and strongly built
558y LalSal ST Clpad dll 5 adadll 43 CilS o
e Language got easier and sentences shorter
e Coincidences were less and less used in novels
) s, (8 DL andius s il cliabadl e
e More verisimilitude
e More irony and symbolism
O A i S| e

e The Situation of the Novel 4 g ila

e The novel became the most popular form of literature and also the main
form of entertainment since the ry were read aloud within the family.
e & sy Ll Al ) las 4 il il ol a5l 23 gaill g oDl A YV 4005 0 sl o
BJMY\ Lﬁ
o Novelists felt they had a moral and social responsibility to fulfill: they
depicted society as they saw it (realism) and denounced its evils (criticism).
pd ol Aga s o aianall |5 ) s 1old 5l e Lin) 5 ANAT A 5 sy ol 585 2 @
(22) La )5l ) s Sl 5 (Al ST
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e They aimed at making readers realize social injustices.
e laia) allall @i ol @l Jan ) Caags
o A great example here is Charles Dickens who devoted all his novels to the
criticism of society especially to the problems of poverty and education.
DAl JSLaal dala 5 aaiaal) oY 4yl 5 IS (S @A) 3K 3 s b S Jla cllin o
aadadl) g

e The Victorian Novel 4 sl 441

e Victorian novels seek to represent a large and comprehensive social
world, with a variety of classes.
Caladall
e Victorian novels are realistic; their major theme is the place of the
individual in society, the aspiration of the hero or heroine for love or
social position.
ol allais ainall il S A Ayl 5 Sl 5 il g 4y gl Ll 1) o
Al sl Jhall jelaia¥) gzl
e The protagonist’s search for fulfillment is emblematic of the human
condition.
Al AW ) ey Gt pld Ml e JUadY) Caayy @
e For the first time, women were major writers: the Brontés, Elizabeth
Gaskell, George Eliot.
gl oa e (JSla Gl bl ¢t gy Ol I QLESY e 3 e JsY @
e The Victorian novel was a principal form of entertainment.
Al il gl ) 73 i 4 581 ) 5 1) S o
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e The Victorian Novel 4 siSal a4 1

e On Dickens’s grave, we read these very
Important phrases:
s dalel) ol jlaadl o2a 183 ¢ 380 oty i @
e Dickens’ epitaph: HS:3 44 4
e “He was a sympathizer to the poor, the
suffering, and the oppressed; and by his
death, one of England’s greatest writers is
lost to the world.”
Cdglaaall 5 ealilaall g o) 8l aa (pihalatiall (0 IS @
Malladl b ) pilasl QS alae | as a8 caslé g g - ) |
e Many Victorian novelists joined him in this . Corbis
mission of criticizing society to improve it.
o3& daga (A Al () #iSaal) Gadl g 1) e aall aiail @

... .~S - . S\

e Tosumup Jsill dada

e The Victorian novel was quite interested in dealing with the
problems of society.
ainall JSLie p alaia W) dlzs (5 5iSal) ) 5l cuilS o
e It was full of realism.
e Lots of novels were written in this age in celebration of the
greatness of the British empire: the greatest nation and the greatest
novel.

iy ) 3 sl el Faliny JiaSU el 138 8 il )l e LESH 5
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The form of the Victorian novel was stronger and much more
Improved than that of the 18th century.

18 Al (e Lt ST (g 681 4y s3S0all ) 5,11 USG5 IS @

Questions

One famous Victorian novelist who worked for the improvement of society
through criticizing it is (Forster- Woolf- Dickens).
A ) A e aainal) G Jal e dae 631 - sagl) G 581 Gl 5 1) aa e
(S0 - Gl — i 5)
The greatest age of the English novel was (romantic- classic- realistic).
() 51 - AU - il s 5ll) &y a0 A 51 peae alicl o
The form of the Victorian novel is (the same as- stronger than- worse than)
that of the novel in the 18th century.
18 Gl Al sy (O Tsmsl - (e (s s8] - anail) 4 il Al )1 JS5 o
Many women novelists appeared in English literature in the (17th- 18th-
19th) century.

(19 -18-17) 0l & s mlasy) Bl il 5 )11 (e 2l & jeda o
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