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1. A: (standing by an obviously immobilized car) ‘My car has broken down’

B: ‘There is a garage round the corner’

Implicature: The garage is open and has a mechanic who might repair the
car.
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2. A: ‘What subjects is Jack taking?’
B: ‘He’s not taking Linguistics’

Implicature: B does not know exactly which subjects Jack is taking.
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3. A: ‘Who was that man you were talking to?’

B: ‘That was my mother’s husband’

Implicature: Speaker B’s mother’s husband is not B’s father.
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4. A: ‘Is Betsy in?’
B: ‘Her light is on’

Implicature: Betsy’s light being on is usually a sign of whether she is in or
not.
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Violating the maxim of relation (irrelevant)
violating the maxim of quantity (uninformative)

violating the maxim of manner (unclear)

violating the maxim of quality (untruthful )

(1) Policeman at the front door: ‘Is your father at home?’
Small boy (who knows that his father is at home):

‘Either my mother’s gone out shopping or she hasn’t.
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(2) Traffic policeman talking to a man parked in a no-parking zone: ‘Is this
your car, sir?’

Man (who owns the car): ‘No, this car is not mine/
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(3) Customer in a stationery shop: ‘Are pens in the first floor or the second
floor of the store?’

Shop girl (who knows pens are on the first floor):
‘You can find them on the floor that has notebooks.’
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(4) Mother: ‘Now tell me the truth. Who put the cat in the bathtub?’

Son (who knows who did it): ‘Someone put it there.
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