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Semantics and Pragmatics

Instructor: Dr. Abdulrahman A. Alsayed

Lecture 3- Paradigmatic VS. Syntagmatic Relations

Paradigmatic and Syntagmatic Relations

Paradigmatic relations are those into which a linguistic unit
enters through being contrasted or substitutable, in a particular
environment, with other similar units. (vertical relation)
S ol O e Ja i sl saa s 8 ) @l s daad sail) BN o
(a2 sac ABDle) Alilan (5 ,al Claa 5 ae ipre i A (Jlaiia
Syntagmatic relations are those into which a linguistic unit enters
by its co-occurrence with other units. (horizontal relation)
ae & idiall &ygas e JANi Ay sal Bas g 4 ) &l & Syntagmatic SEDe e
(4:,33\ A8dle) oAl Glaa g
e.g.
“ared door”
“a green door”
In this example, “red” and “green” are in a paradigmatic relation
to each other.
el lgcany ae dnd i A83e A" green" 5" red" «JUdll 13g o
“Red” and “green” are also in a syntagmatic relation with “door”.
" door" & syntagmatic e ilal 2 " green" 5" red" o
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Semantic Fieldsa¥al) J sial)

e Words in a language can be grouped and classified into different
semantic fields.
Aline V0 Jgia 3 Leiioat s Lgapand (S dalll 3 LKD) o
e A semantic field contains a group of words which are related in
their meaning.
lalina Lo i Al lalSl) (e de seaa e 5 5383 semantic field
e For example, the words “Saturday”, “Sunday”, “Monday”.. etc.
belong to one semantic field which we can call “days of the
week”.
alyJis ) s A& " Saturday”, “Sunday”, “Monday SllS Sl o
" days of the week”." 4le 3tk of ¢Say AV
e When we look at semantic fields we are concerned with
paradigmatic relations between words.
LIS Ao d gadl) AEDal) aa BLAIL el AVl J sl ) Hlasiladic o
e Semantic Fields
e A word can be part of more than one semantic field. For example,
the word “whale” can be a member of the following semantic

n u

fields: “living creatures”, “animals” and “sea animals”.
IS Sy lia an s e SV VAN Jaadl (e de e 055 O (S Al llia o
") gaadl™ Mad) 8 gl AN YAl Jgial) e ) gae )5S Gl M sall
| M ) il gl
e Semantic fields can be useful to compare a single language at two
different time periods, or to compare two languages to see the
way in which they divide up a particular field.
ol eaabine i gl o g e saal 5 43S 1 el Bade ) S5 o S AVl Jsisll o
e St s ) ) 4yl (55 5 i
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e This is a comparison of a single dimension of the color system
between English and literary Welsh.

AV A0 0 5 & 3alasY) Cn o) s AUl a5 day (e jlie o8 020
We notice that English has more color terms to divide up this
particular semantic field.

AVl Jas clally Jlaall 138 apadil ) o1 SiS) da g 5l Lgaal 4 jlaiy) o Jaadl o

There are many other similar examples. For instance, if we look at
the words for noise in a Mexican language, we find that there are
six 'noise' words: referring to children yelling, people talking
loudly, people arguing, people talking angrily, increasing noise
and funeral noise.
elia sia noise <ealS ) U e 13) Mlie Agabiall 5 AV A (e pael) Slia o
¢ JUbY! #) a5 L) el sall LS s @llia Gl aa A0S 42l
C_\;a.aj\ 3l 3 ccmaiy (il dhast ¢ Bl Jlas o Jle & gany (il Ehan
3 bl elia gusa
Similarly, in Arabic we have a lot of words like “klas” and “shishi”
that divide up the semantic field of “dates”.
Jaall ansil " shishi" 5" klas™ Jie QS (e 53S0 4y jally Wil (el @
Mol & YAl
In all these examples we have a list of words referring to items of
a particular class dividing up a semantic field.
Jiall alucBY Lo 48] jualic )1 juiie Sl (e 408 Lyal ABY) 020 JS) @
Syl
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e In almost all of these cases, moreover, the words are

incompatible.
A8 gie e L a el e 5 Do 5 ccVlall oda qaen Ly &5 o

e We cannot say for example, “This is a red hat” and of the same

object “This is a green hat.”
gL \..AA"MQE\SH} ";'«\PM‘}Q Jaa" cd\_mj\ d:uuuls d}ﬁnu\c.\.’a;uuy
" el jrad A8

e Also, a creature cannot be described both as a “lion” and as an
“elephant” at the same time.

iy "l 4l M 6 el ) g m o Cim s o il S Y a0

<8 gl

e The incompatibility of terms within a semantic field is often
clearly indicated in language.

ARl al 5 IS VAl Jaa) Gania s (e 8815l aaa] JLin e ) )5S @

e e.g. It was on Saturday that she went there.

e This sentence implies that she did not go there on Monday or any
other day of the week (but not that she did not go there in
August).

& s Al (pe AT a0 ol Sl a1 o gy a1 Caa ol Ll ey Alaall 038 @
(bl e b ollin ) s ol gl ad (1)

e The words “Saturday” and “Monday” are incompatible because
they divide up the semantic field of “days of the week” in English.
"o sl Al e VAN Jiall s L3 48 gy oYM o "l 3 jle o

RV
e We can, however, recognize terms that seem to be mixtures.
Lallas san Al clallaadl) @l ol el an i€y @
e For example, a hat can be orange-red.

sl el A0 Al 0685 ) S Bl Jns e o
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e But by introducing such terms we merely increase the words
within the field, and divide the field up more finely.
a5 ¢ Jlaall 13 GlalS 3L 3 Uil 2 jae Glallaiadl) o3 Jio) JOA (e (S @
Ay Y Jaay Ll Jlaal
e So instead of just having color terms like “red”, “green”, “blue”
and “orange”, the semantic field of the color system will include

n u

color terms like “ red-green”, “orange-red”.. etc.
meld ‘"}.as“y\" c").c;;\)[\ Ji" Gl lalhins dgn g yma (e Yu g o
a1 O Jie clallaias Jady ol Y1 aUail VAl Jlaall a3lé o s i
AL a1 sl
e In some cases the distinction between the terms in a semantic
field is clear, and reflected by clear distinctions in experience; this
is the case, with few exceptions, with animal names.
Lemas il 5 coaal g VAN Jiall 8 clalbaadl) ¢y il YWD any 6
&) 5l 5 elant ALB Clelfiiul e (Jall s 138 5 il bzl 5 jaad
Ll sl
e So, the distinction between “rabbit” and “tiger” is very clear.
Jax gl g M el g M Y G el (A o
e In other cases, e.g. the Mexican 'noise' words we discussed
earlier, the distinctions are far more blurred.
Cl 8 Cadl g g Melia g A0Sl LKl JU) Jaas e (sl cVla b o
s suza g SIST V) A (558l 5 ¢ Bl
e Generally, too, the items in a semantic field are ‘unordered’. In
other words, there is no natural way, as far as their meaning is
concerned, of arranging them in any kind of order.
Y oeoal sl M je e o VAN Jiall 8 jaliall cale JSGy - Lyl e
Al e g g (Y Lea s ¢ e (3lahy Lo alina )y edpmpda Al g 2a
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e If we wanted to list them we should probably do so in
alphabetical order.
g i il s Cua Layy Jads o W i Lea i o a1 13 o
e But there are some groups of words that seem to have some
'order’.
M M G Leal O san A LS e Sile ganall (any Sl (S
e For example, the days of the week and the months of the year
form sets of ordered incompatible items.
e gl alail) e e senalalall 23 gaill (o 5ed1 s & sl L (U Jass e
) 5ia

e We cannot say for instance:
e “This month is November and it is also March.”
" Liad g5 yuedsi ga edll 1" e
e This group of words, however, have sequential relations such that
Sunday comes immediately before Monday, and Monday before
Tuesday.. etc.
3 pilie b aa Yl elld Jia dlidiia Ml (LSl (e e ganall 028 - clld xay @
A S g 8 GV () 8
e Another example of semantic fields that have members that can
have “natural order” is the case of measurement units such as
inch, foot and yard which can be put in order, starting from the
smallest one.
"kl AR e Lol (5S5 Of Say Al AVl V) e AT (e o
aly sl e leds it Al Lgaa s (S A L g 8l Jie (uld las 5 Alls
e The numerals one, two, three, etc., are another obvious example.
ol 5 Al Jle & celld ) Loy A3 (il canl 528 ,Y1 @




