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 Semantics and Pragmatics 

Instructor: Dr. Abdulrahman A. Alsayed 

Lecture 10 -The Problem of Universals 

Sentences & Utterances  اٌجًّ ٚالأٌفاظ  

 An utterance is any stretch of talk, by one person, before and 
after which there is silence on the part of that person. 

 وبعد قبل ٌكون الذي واحد، شخص خلال من الحدٌث، من حال بأي هً الكلامٌة العبارة 
 الشخص هذا جانب من صمت

 An utterance is the use of a piece of language (one or more 
word/phrase/sentence) by a particular speaker on a particular 
occasion. 

 قبل من ) جملة / عبارة / كلمة من أكثر أو واحد(  اللغة من جزءل استخدام هو الكلام 
 معٌنة مناسبة فً معٌن متحدث

 To make the notion of utterance clearer to you, read this 
sentence once out loud: 

 بصوت  مرة الجملة هذه وقراءة لك، بالنسبة وضوحا أكثر الكلام مفهوم لجعل 
 :عال

 e.g. “There is a car coming.” 

 Now read it out loud a second time. 

 ثانٌة لمرة عال بصوت الآن اقرأ 
 The same sentence in this example was involved in the two 

readings.  

 قراءتٌن فً المثال بهذا نفسها الجملة شاركت. 
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 So, we have one sentence, but you made two different utterances 
of this one sentence, i.e. two unique physical events took place. 

 ،أي واحدة،ال جملةال هذا من مختلفة الكلام اثنٌن جعلت ولكنك واحدة، جملة لدٌنا لذلك 
 مكانللحدثان فعلً فرٌد 

 A sentence is neither a physical event nor a physical object.  

 مادي كائن ولا مادي حدث الجملة لٌست.   

 It is an abstract string of words put together by the grammatical 
rules of a language. 

 للغة النحوٌة القواعد بواسطة معا وضعت المجردة الكلمات من سلسلة عن عبارة أنها. 

 A sentence, then, exists abstractly in the mind of language 
speakers before they say it or write it.  

 ،ٌكتبوا أو ٌقولوا أن قبل المتكلمٌن للغة المجرد العقل فً موجودة الجملة، إذن . 

 A sentence can be thought of as the ideal string of words behind 
various realizations in utterances and inscriptions. 

 مختلف فً إنجازات خلف الكلمات من سلسلةل المثالً الفكر حٌث من الجملة ٌمكن 
   والنقوش الألفاظ

 To make the difference between sentences and utterances clearer 

consider the following situation. 

  ٔظش فٟ اٌحاٌت اٌخا١ٌتأٌجؼً اٌفشق ب١ٓ اٌجًّ ٚاٌىلاَ أوثش ٚظٛحا 
  Ahmed and Ali both greet each other one morning with: „How are you 

today?‟ 

 In this example, Ahmed made one utterance, and Ali made another 

utterance.  

 َٚاحذ، ٚجؼً ػٍٟ ولاَ آخش. فٟ ٘زا اٌّثاي، حمك احّذ اٌىلا 

 As a result, we have two utterances. 

 َٚٔخ١جت ٌزٌه، ٌذ٠ٕا اث١ٕٓ ِٓ اٌىلا 

 On the other hand, there is only one sentence involved in the 

situation above. 

 .ٖٔاح١ت أخشٜ، ٕ٘ان جٍّت ٚاحذة فمػ حشاسن فٟ اٌحاٌت اٌّزوٛسة أػلا ِٓ 
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Constatives & Performatives 
Constatives 

 A constative utterance is an utterance with which the speaker 
describes something which may be true or false. 

 خطأ أو صحٌحا ٌكون قد لشًء المتكلم ٌصفه الذي كلام هو التقرٌري المنطوق.  

 E.g. “I’m trying to get this box open with a screwdriver.” 

 This utterance expresses and describes something which we may 
judge as being true or false. 

 خطأ أو صواب بأنه قاضً قد نحن شًء وصف عن ٌعبر الكلام هذا. 

 However, utterances can do more than simply describe 
something. 

 شًء ببساطة تصفل الكلام من أكثر تفعل أن ٌمكن ذلك، مع.  
Performatives 

 A performative utterance is an utterance that does not report 

or “constate” anything and is not “true or false”.  

 لا شٟء ٞلأ "ِثبج " أٚ خبش حمش٠شا  ٠مذَ لا اٌزٞ اٌىلاَ ٘ٛ الأدائٟ إٌّطٛق 

 "خاغئ-أٚ صح١ح" بأٔٗ ٛصف٠

 In this type of utterances, the uttering of the sentence is part 

of an action. 

 ًّفٟ ٘زا إٌٛع ِٓ اٌىلاَ، إٌطك ِٓ اٌجٍّت ٘ٛ جزء ِٓ اٌؼ 

 E.g. I name this ship Discovery. 

 By uttering this sentences, the speaker actually names the 

ship.  

  ٔطك ٘زٖ اٌجًّ فؼلا اٌّخحذد أسّاء ٌسف١ٕتبٛاسطت 

 He is not making any kind of statement that can be regarded 

as true or false. 

  ْصح١ح أٚ خاغئ. ؼخبش ٠٘ٛ لا ٠جؼً أٞ ٔٛع ِٓ اٌب١اْ اٌخٟ ٠ّىٓ أ 
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 A performative verb is one which, when used in a positive simple 

present tense sentence with a 1st person singular subject, can make 

the utterance of that sentence performative. 

 ًّؼٌٕٝ اٌبس١ػ اٌّعاسع إ٠جاب١ت بطش٠مت سخخذ٠َ ػٕذِا ٚاحذ، ٘ٛ اٌزٞ :الأدائٟ اٌفؼ 

 .أدائٟ اٌجٍّت ٙزٌٖ اٌىلاَ جؼ٠ً أْ ٠ّىٓ اٌّفشد، اٌفاػً ِغ اٌجٍّت

 There are a number of performative verbs including: promise, 

apologize, thank, approve, request, warn, congratulate.. etc.  

  ٟٕ٘ان ػذد ِٓ الأفؼاي الأدائ 

 E.g. I thank you all for attending. 

 I approve this message. 

 Although most performative utterances have 1st person 

singular subjects, there are exceptions.  

  ٕٙان فّفشد، اٌٍّٛظٛع ٚي ٌالأشخص اٌباٌشغُ ِٓ أْ ِؼظُ اٌىلاَ الأدائٟ ٌٙا

 .اسخثٕاءاث

 The following are some examples of these exceptions. 

 ف١ّا ٠ٍٟ بؼط الأِثٍت ِٓ ٘زٖ الاسخثٕاءاث. 

 E.g. 1. “You are forbidden to leave this room.” 

 E.g. 2. “All passengers on flight number forty-seven are 

requested to proceed to gate ten.” 

 E.g. 3. “We thank you for the compliment you have paid 

us.” 

 Performatives can be either explicit or implicit. 

  ٟىْٛ صش٠ح أٚ ظ٠٠ّّٟٕىٓ الأدائ. 

 An explicit performative contains a performative verb 

naming the act.  

 ٞٛػٍٝ فؼً أدائٟ ٠سّٟ اٌفؼً صش٠حاٌ دائٟالأ ٠حخ 

 E.g. I order you to go. 



ANASF 
 

 4  

 

 An implicit performative does not contain a performative 

verb naming the act.   

  ٞٛسّٟ اٌفؼً.٠ػٍٝ فؼً أدائٟ  دائٟ اٌعّٕٟالألا ٠حخ 

 E.g. Go. 

 In the two examples above, we can achieve the same 

purpose (giving an order) with “Go” as we did with “I order 

you to go.” 

 ( ِغ " ِشفٟ اٌّثا١ٌٓ أػلاٖ، ٠ّىٕٕا ححم١ك ٔفس اٌغشض )ٚ٘ٛ ِا ٠ؼطٟ الأ

GO" وّا فؼٍٕا ِغ " I order you to go.”". 

 Consider the following two examples: 

 ٓأٔظش فٟ اٌّثا١ٌٓ اٌخا١١ٌ 

1. “There is a car coming.” 

2. “I shall be there.” 

 These examples can either be constative utterances, or 

implicit performatives. 

  َ٠ّىٓ ٌٙزٖ الأِثٍت أْ حىْٛ إِا اٌىلاconstative ٚأ ،performatives 

 ظّٕٟ

 Example 1 is an implicit performative if it is used as a 

warning, and so is example 2 if it is used as a promise.  

  إرا  2ظّٕٟ إرا حُ اسخخذاِٗ بّثابت ححز٠ش، ٚرٌه ٘ٛ ِثاي ٘ٛ أدائٟ  1اٌّثاي

 حُ اسخخذاِٗ وّا ٚػذ.

 Both examples can also constatives if they are simply used 

to describe something. 

 أِثٍت ٠ّىٓ ٌىً ِٓ أ٠عا constatives ٌٛصف ببساغت لأُٔٙ حسخخذَ إرا 

 شٟء ِا.
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 The difference between performatives and constatives is 

that a performative utterance performs some act and 

simultaneously describes that act.   

 ب١ٓ اٌفشق performatives ٚconstatives ْبؼط ٠ٕفز الأدائٟ اٌىلاَ ٘ٛ أ 

 اٌفؼً ٗأٔب فٟ ٔفس اٌٛلج٠صف اٌفؼً ٚ

 On the other hand, a constative utterance does NOT 

perform the act. 

 ٜولاَ، ِٓ ٔاح١ت أخش constative وفؼً.لا ٠خُ حٕف١ز ٖ 

 Compare the following two examples: 

 ٓاٌّثا١ٌٓ اٌخا١١ٌٓ لاسْ ب١ 

 “I promise to repay you tomorrow.” 

 “John promised to repay me tomorrow.” 

 „I promise to repay you tomorrow‟ is a performative 

because in saying it, the speaker actually does what the 

utterance describes, i.e. he promises to repay the hearer the 

next day.  

 I promise to repay you tomorrow‟ ٛ٘ ٟفٟ زٌه، ٌ فٟ لٌٛٗ لأْ أدائ

 ،اٌىلاَ ٠صف اٌّخىٍُ فإْاٌٛالغ 

 That is, the utterance both describes and is a promise.  

 ،ٛ٘ ٛػذاٌ٘ٛ  ٚ اٌىلاَ ٠صف ػٍٝ حذ سٛاء ٚ٘زا. 

 By contrast, the utterance „John promised to repay me 

tomorrow‟, although it describes a promise, is not itself a 

promise.  
 اٌىلاَ، فإْ ػٍٝ إٌم١ط ِٓ رٌه„John promised to repay me tomorrow‟ 

 ػذاٛاٌ ٔفسٗىٓ ٠ٌُ  اٌٛػذ، ٠صف سغُ أٔٗ
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 So this utterance does not simultaneously do what it 

describes, and is therefore a constative, not a performative. 

 باٌخاٌٟ فٟٙ ٚ، بّا ٚصفٗ فٟ ٚلج ٚاحذ فؼ٠ًلا  اٌىلاَ ٌزٌه ٘زاconstative ،

 .أدائ١ٌٟٚس 

 

Speech Acts الكلام أفعال   
 Words and sentences when uttered are used to do 

things, to carry out socially significant acts, in addition 
to merely describing aspects of the world.  

 هامة بأعمال للقٌام ،الأشٌاء فعلل تستخدم تلفظ عندما والجمل الكلمات 
  .العالم من جوانب وصف مجرد إلى بالإضافة ،اجتماعٌا

 The notion of a performative clearly illustrates this 
point. 

 النقطة هذه بوضوح ٌبٌن الأدائً مفهوم إن 
 Thus, we can argue that part of the meaning of an 

utterance is what that utterance does.  

 ،الكلام ذلك ٌفعل ما هو الكلام معنى من جزءا بأن القول ٌمكننا وهكذا. 

 In our next lecture, we will talk in more details about 
the different characteristics of speech acts. 

 حول التفاصٌل من مزٌد فً نتحدث سوف ،القادمة المحاضرة فً لدٌنا 
 .الكلام أفعال من مختلفة خصائص
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