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e Syntax & Morphology-Dr. Abdullah Al-Mulhim
e Fifth Lecture-Nouns and Verbs

Proper & Common Nounsasuiall g 4S jidal) slew)
e [n traditional school grammar, a noun is usually defined in terms of
meaning:

imall Cun e Lol (i yat oy e bale - Laliil) il G je 3 o
e A noun is the name of a person, place or thing.
sl sl G sl paddan) 4 A noun e
e We earlier described a noun phrase as an article-noun combination,
but a little investigating will show us that not all noun phrases have
the same constituents.
o g ST (3L (S0 g Balal) w38 B e dpan) Aleall ldia s Bl G5y @
A e giall L daan) Jaal) IS Gl () WD yelss
e |n some cases, a single word is the noun phrase:
@M\‘UAA‘SA ERENIPR N N{PVGR BN e Rppt- By
v ( Tarzan saw a leopard)
v ( Rover saw a leopard)
e Therefore, our earlier RULE NP ----> Art N is inadequate because
it does not describe all possible noun phrases.
e Cual Y LY Tl dadle e Art N - NPsacldl i Ll ol o
Al dat) & lal)
e We will call all names like Tarzan and Rover Proper nouns (NP).
danliall clanl (Tarzan and Rover)dis slaul 4l sexiCagn o
e Specific names of persons, places, objects, and institutions, such as
Elizabeth, Tennessee, Oldsmobile, Microsoft, and Harvard, are
proper nouns.
Elizabeth, )die ¢l sall 5 il 5 (KLY 5 (alaidl saaaall cland) o
Aaulie slaul 2 (Tennessee, Oldsmobile, Microsoft, and Harvard
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e In our example above, the noun phrase does not have an article in
front of it.
ALY Ylie e Jaall sl Gl -oDle§ JUll & o
e Therefore, we would need an additional noun-phrase rule to

describe them:
agiia ol - Apandl) Jaall Aglica) 3acld ) o liad o g -cll) o

e If Tarzan and Tennessee are proper nouns, let us call the more
generalized nouns, the ones that are used as proper names and are
not usually begun with upper-case letters, COMMON NOUNS
(NC).

1 pland (llai U gea daulio sleul a(Tarzan and Tennessee ) oS 13 o
Ay slall Ca a ) Al ae fasi al Bale 5 a3l slandS Lpaladiinl &1y Al @l g gac

e Examples of common nouns are sophomore, state, car, company,

and college. Therefore, we can revise our rule above accordingly:

Sophomore, State, car, company, and )4\5).1“.«5\ clay) gsl‘: il e
RN lad 4 oel sacall MA\)A LSy “ﬂl.ﬂj (College_

v NP----> Art NC

e Examples:
v" The engineer startled Sidney
v" Ali bought a car

Transitive & Intransitive Verbs

o Earlier we defined verb phrases as: VP ----- >V NP
Aaladll Jaall o Sl cdy 4 @

e Now consider the following examples:
Al ABGY) b skl e
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v The monkey wheezed.
v The monkey laughs.
v The monkey died.

Here the verb phrase seems to consist of a single word. Lone words that
we saw in the examples will be called INTRANSITIVE VERBS (VI).
Mpadaia Jladl" AU 3Uad s sl CHLalS) Jaad 5 AalS e oS5 Adedll Jaadl Ui @
Wheezed, laughs, and died are all intransitive verbs.
saxxie Jladl Lsas 4 Wheezed, laughs, and died e
Another way of describing them is to say that an intransitive verb is a
verb that is not followed by a noun phrase.
Apansd Alany aiall Judl) " axia ye o 3Y Jad a3l J 8L agiia sl 5 Al 43 )l cllia o
In contrast, verbs like saw, imitated, and resembles are all TRANSITIVE
VERBS (VT), because each is followed by a noun phrase.
"daxie Jladl" Leses 4 (SAW, imitated, and resembles)dic Jxd¥) (Jiadl & o
Some verbs can be used in either category (The game ended) (A riot
ended the game).
(The game ended) (A riot ended the ¢sdl (e (Y Lalaiinl Jadl) (ad (Say o
game).

Some verbs can be used in either cateqgory:
v (The game ended)
v" (A riot ended the game).
We already noted that the first noun phrase in our examples is often
referred to as SUBJECT of the sentence.

ilesll SUBJECT ) Ly Lo Lle A8V Alaall J 531 anslI U S5 of G il @
Similarly the noun phrase that follows a verb is often called the DIRECT
OBJECT.

DIRECT OBJECT. ide (3llay Jad Lle apens¥) ilanll Jialls o
A transitive verb is said to take a direct object, while an intransitive verb

does not.
AU Y axie pdl Jadll Lty - il £ san e 230 2eal) Jadll G J @
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e The similarity between transitive and intransitive verbs leads us to
classify them in the same general category: VERBS.
VERBS. :dulall &3l il agiiai ) 5058 Laeiall yuadl g Lamiall Jadl) G 4l o
e We have considered verbs from a purely structural point of view.
Ly Al plaidga s e JedU Hlavi o
e In traditional grammar, however, they are defined in terms of meaning: A
verb is a word that expresses action or being.
el al e s S AWIS g Jadll s el s (e G e 8 s Al ac) il 8 GllD ae o
Jee
e We can revise our verb-phrase rule to account for the existence of both intransitive

and transitive verbs:
LJ:SA)M\}MM)JMY\JSJP};)MQQaJcN\BJD.C 4M\M\M\JALL\SAJ °

VP ----- >VT NP
Examples:

The rain continued.
The rain annoyed Paul.

Simplifying the Phrase-Structure Rules

NP ----- > Art NC

e These rules can generate the following noun phrases in the following
b Lo A AU dpan) Jeall (il O Sy 20 8l 028 o
Examples:
v" Chevrolet hired Ralph
v' Ramona ordered a pizza
e But sometimes proper nouns are preceded by an article, and sometimes common nouns
are not.

dails e elan) Ul s (Jliay 48 grse 2Dle V) elaud (585 Gl pazy & oS @
Examples:
v Ralph own a Chevrolet

v' Ramona loves pizza
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e |t would seem, then, that at least four different rules are needed for describing

noun phrases:
Aaany) Jeall Caail ddlisa 2ol 8 )l e Joy Yl ) dals allia copall dlla ) 5o o

e The grammar is now getting unpleasantly complicated.
sl aiaill e Jpanll (¥ oL @
Is there anything we can do about it? Fortunately there is.
llia Laal) el Selld Jua adeds o (S o8 gl llin Ja o
Because a and b are so similar to ¢ and d.

cdsc Helldliglioh sa 4N e
e We can simplify the way we write rules for noun phrases>>>>Let’s replace
the rules (a-d) with two general rules:
..... Apans¥) Gl jlall ac) 8 S ) 4G Hlal) Javisi Sy @
**** We will no longer bother about the distinction between PROPER &
COMMON nouns.
PROPER & COMMON aud ¢ Sl Jga Linsdil slie CalSS (J Cagus @

v NP ----- > Art N

e Of course not every noun can take an article; therefore we can
summarize the two rules earlier in a single statement.
O 4 Bl 8 gy e (B analls WSy Al SAdEA)) 22y sl Gl Jadl dapdy o
Aal g
e A noun phrase contains a noun, which may or may not be preceded by
an article.
Jias Bsamne 058 Y ol 0S5 8 V5 can) o g 5int el Adaall o
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¢ In the writing of phrase-structure rules, PARENTHESES ( ) allow
us to express OPTIONAL elements.
A LA yualiall () el Y cAlaall Ay ae ) FAAS 4 o
v'NP ----- > (Art) N

e In the same manner, we will no longer note the distinction between transitive
and intransitive verbs.

Agasia yadl 5 dpaxiall Jled) (g Sasadll sy ol Jaa Ml A5y Hhall (diy o
e We will write one rule that is equivalent to the two rules presented earlier.
(ol 8 g3 e ) piac 8 8IS Bac 8 (S Cagus @

v VP -----> \/ (NP)

EXxercises
1. Draw tree diagrams for the following sentences:

‘\Ju\dﬂéﬂm"ﬂﬁu)i °

A sailor sneezed.

Lucy threatened the librarian.
The company fired Mansour.
Mohammed loves London.
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