ANASF

e Syntax & Morphology- Dr. Abdullah Al-Mulhim
e Sixth Lecture-Adjectives & Linking Verbs

Adjectives wliall

e Articles are not the only optional elements that can occur in noun
phrases.

Jaall 8 chand o Sy Al 4 HLiaY) saa gl pualiadl Cusd CYE) o
" ' REPIY
e Consider the noun phrases in these sentences:
1 jladl oda A D) Janll 8 jlaill o
The tiresome monkey saw a leopard.
Severe storms battered Florida.
An unscrupulous jeweler sold defective watches.
e The words tiresome, severe, unscrupulous, and defective, are all
adjectives (Adj).
(Ad)) e IS defective s tiresome, severe, unscrupulous, <Ll e
e In traditional grammar this category is defined as follows: An
adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun.
5 i AalS 4 ddall U ) e A5 sda iy ya oy salEll) ) 3 e
Laws) Jas
e All the following combinations of articles, adjectives, and nouns
can occur in English noun phrases:
8 aand ) elanl) 5 cliall (Kay s YA (e 40U Cle senall pian @
A Sl Bpen¥) Jaall

NP ----- >Ad] N
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e By using parentheses, we can write a single rule for noun
phrases that will account for all structures:
o g ) ApansY) Jaadl 3as) g 5ac 8 (S () Sy ¢l 8Y alasinly o
:JShe) aren Jiad
NP ----- > (Art) (Adj) N
e This rule allows our grammar to generate sentences such as
the following:
r A el e Jaa oLiY aelall o328 Wl e o
An unscrupulous jeweler sold defective watches

e The rule above is still not perfect, because sometimes more
than one adjective can occur in a noun phrase:
Chand o) (S Aea (g ST Llad 4 Allie e J) 3 Y AeVUsaclil) o
ey dlaal) 4
the old gray mare
expensive new red sneakers
e One solution would be to add additional optional adjectives
to our NP rule.
NP 32 ) Loal 4 L) cldea 48Ls) s Jolall aa @
e The following rule allow one, two, three adjectives in a
noun phrase:
s dsan) Alaally s A0 5 il 5 ¢ ddal 400N sac ) xans @
NP-----> (Art) (Adj) (Adj) (Adj)) N
e You can easily think of a noun phrase with more than three
adjectives:
clin B e Y ent) Alally Sl A gen S o
the old old old old old philosopher.
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e Theoretically, there is no limit to the number of adjectives
that can modify a single noun.
Aal g aulS bt (Sa Al Alaall daal aa a0 Y Lt e
e From now on, let’s write such rule as the following:
;L?JCJ\ gl ér_ daclal) (iKs U e d clacliad Qy\ (e o
NP ----- > (Art) (Adp+ N
e The above rule can generate sentences such as these:
o2 Jie Joa el oDlef SSall Ky o
An officer rewarded the adventurous soldier.
The gaudy purple shirt embarrassed Amanda.

Linking Verbsd=éy) k.

e According to the traditional definition of a verb (* a word that
expresses action or being”), not all verbs are action verbs.
(" S sl dae Ge e S M) Jadll gl oy yaill 1G85 o
e The others, verbs that “express being,” are mostly forms of the verb
be.
Jrdll JISaT gadana 3 L S e i ) o AV Jladl @
e These forms of be (such as am, is, are, was, and were), act as the
verbal equivalents of an equal sign “=*: They tell us that one thing 1s
equivalent to another.
AaMad Ladlll Jalxall 4y (am, i, are, was, were), Jie JISEY) s2a o
DAY Jalay aa g o ol ellia ol U yua Lgale=13) gLl
v Mansour is an honorable man.
v The Cowboys were the winners.
v Tom was persistent.
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e Such verbs are distinguished from both transitive and intransitive
verbs. They are usually called “ Linking Verbs” ( VL ).
(VL )Jdad¥) Loy 30l ety Aa)Y Jladl s dania JS (pe JdY) i o
e They are also known as copulas. Like a transitive verb, a linking
verb can be followed by a noun phrase.
Ly Jady ity o (e csaniall Jadll Jie copulas sl 485 0 Liayl o
AzanY) dlas ddasl 5
e Unlike other verbs, however, a linking verb can also be followed by
an adjective.
Ala daty Jadll Jay ) Loagl (a0 (oK1 5 JldY) (he Lo 5ual BDIA o
v VP ----- >VL NP

v Frank was an architect.
v The shoes are uncomfortable.

e Recall that a noun phrase that follows a transitive verb is called the
direct object.
ilie & g ge and (ganall Jadll Bl dpanY) ) Alaad) o Shie
e In traditional grammar, a noun phrase that follows a linking verb,
such as an architect, is sometimes called a predicate nominative.

an architectdis k) Jzd 4xihy pas) Jaall a5 cdadaill ac) gall 4 o
predicate nominative bbal e

e An adjective that follows a linking verb, such as uncomfortable, is

sometimes called predicate adjective.
predicate adjectivectay) sas i i uncomfortabledic day il Jed o ) ddall o
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e Together, predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives are called
subjective complements in traditional grammar, because they are
said to complete or explain the subject.

< S JeSall s predicate adjectives s predicate nominatives = e

£ sl 138 maa i o ALty Jlay oY il ac | il

e In addition to forms of the verb be, a few other verbs are also linking
verbs as the following:
saill e day Sl Lyl 5 AL (5 Al Jladl 5 Jlad¥) (S5 il £ 3 ) ALYl o
A4l
v An unknown lawyer became the next governor.
v Ferdinand seems intelligent.
e Both became and seems are linking verbs because they also function
much like verbal equal signs.
31 shadll Cladle (pe LIS Jia Lind ot LY JadSU a5 ad (0 S 50 0
o Notice that you can substitute a form of be for these verbs and get
roughly equivalent sentences.
Lo A sbos Jea e J geanll g JdY) ol J<G Jlasinl Sli€q 451 JaaY o
v" An unknown lawyer was the next governor.
v"Ferdinand is intelligent.

e Several verbs related to the five senses ( ook, appears, sound, smell, taste,
feel) and a handful of other verbs (remain, grow, get, act) sometimes act as
linking verbs and sometimes ac as transitive verbs, depending on how they
are used.

Sadll Gl galls Alaiall JladY) (e 2aall @

LAY Jxd¥) (e de saaa s (lOOK, appears, sound, smell, taste, feel)

4081 i) agaeie JladlS Ulal s JladY) day ) ) Blad Jea3 (remain, grow, get, act)
Lgalaiin
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v’ Carolina felt the sandpaper. (transitive: felt is an action)

v’ Carolina felt angry. ( linking: she was angry)
v Marcus smelled the flowers. ( transitive: smelled is an action)
v The flowers smelled sweet. ( linking: they were sweet)

v Others left, Sarah remained.
v (intransitive: remained is something she did)
v' Sarah remained the treasurer. ( linking: she was the treasurer)
e Now we can write a single rule for all of the above:
el S5 Le aaad Baal g 3acl iS5 o Sy (Y1 @
VP ------ > VL { NP or Adj }

Exercises

1. Underline the verb in each of the following sentences, and identify it as a
transitive verb, an intransitive verb, or a linking verb.
Ll Jad gl ca U1 Jrdll g g ¢ saniall J2dllS @lld aas 5 i) Jaad) (pe JS3 Jadl) e 20i @
e For each linking verb, state whether it is followed by a noun phrase or by an
adjective.
Ada ol Agan) Alan 4ply Judll s 13 Lo cday y Jod U 3illy @
v Mom grew impatient.
v" Dad grew a moustache.
v The baby grew.
v" Abdullah sounded confident.
v Honesty seemed the best policy.
v’ Mar tasted the soup.
v" Khalifah tower looks marvelous.
v Wayne got a headache.
2. Draw a tree diagram for three of the above sentences.
.ovu:i Jaadl wLMBM‘LLMeMJ‘ °




