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 Syntax & Morphology- Dr. Abdullah Al-Mulhim 

 Sixth Lecture-Adjectives & Linking Verbs 

Adjectives الصفات 

 Articles are not the only optional elements that can occur in noun 

phrases.  

 اىجَو  َٝنِ أُ ححذد فٜ الاخخٞبسٝت اىخٜ اى٘حٞذة اىؼْبصش ىٞسج َقبلاثىا

 .الاسَٞت
 Consider the noun phrases in these sentences: 

 اىؼببساث ٕزٓ فٜ الاسَٞت اىجَو فٜ اىْظش:  

The tiresome monkey saw a leopard. 

Severe storms battered Florida. 

An unscrupulous jeweler sold defective watches. 

 The words tiresome, severe, unscrupulous, and defective, are all 

adjectives (Adj).  

 اىنيَبث tiresome, severe, unscrupulous,  ٗdefective   صفبثميٖب (Adj)  

 In traditional grammar this category is defined as follows: An 

adjective is a word that describes or modifies a noun.  

 ٘أٗ حصف ٕٜ ميَت اىصفت:ػيٚ اىْح٘ اىخبىٜ ٕزٓ اىفئت ٝخٌ حؼشٝف اىخقيٞذٛ فٜ اىْح 

 اسَب حؼذه

 All the following combinations of articles, adjectives, and nouns 

can occur in English noun phrases: 

 ححذد فٜأُ الأسَبء ٗ اىصفبث َٝنِٗ ٍِ اىَقبلاث اىَجَ٘ػبث اىخبىٞت جَٞغ 

 :الإّجيٞضٝت اىجَو الاسَٞت
NP -----> N 

NP -----> Art  N 

NP -----> Adj  N 

NP -----> Art  Adj  N 
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 By using parentheses, we can write a single rule for noun 

phrases that will account for all structures: 

 ًس٘ف  اىخٜجَو الاسَٞت ىي قبػذة ٗاحذة َٝنِ أُ ّنخب، الأق٘اط ببسخخذا

 :جَٞغ اىٖٞبمو حَثو

NP -----> (Art)  (Adj)  N 

 This rule allows our grammar to generate sentences such as 

the following: 

 ػيٚ اىْح٘ اىخبىٜ جَو لإّشبء ٕزٓ اىقبػذة ىْب حسَح:  

An unscrupulous jeweler sold defective watches 

 The rule above is still not perfect, because sometimes more 

than one adjective can occur in a noun phrase: 

 َٝنِ أُ ححذد  صفت أمثش ٍِ لأّٔ أحٞبّب، ٍثبىٞت لا حضاه غٞش ػيٚببلأ اىقبػذة

 :ٞتسَالإ جَيتاى فٜ

the old gray mare 

expensive new red sneakers 

 One solution would be to add additional optional adjectives 

to our NP rule.  

 قبػذة إىٚ  ىذْٝب اخخٞبسٝت صفبث إضبفت ٕ٘ أحذ اىحي٘هNP. 

 The following rule allow one, two, three adjectives in a 

noun phrase: 

 ٞتسَالإ جَيتبىب ثلاثت صفبثٗ خبُاثْٗ، صفت ى اىقبػذة اىخبىٞت حسَح :  

 NP-----> (Art)  (Adj)  (Adj) (Adj)  N 

 You can easily think of a noun phrase with more than three 

adjectives: 

 صفبث مثش ٍِ ثلاثتلأ ٞتسَالإ جَيتبىب  اىخفنٞش بسٖ٘ىت َٝنْل: 

the old old old old old philosopher. 
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 Theoretically, there is no limit to the number of adjectives 

that can modify a single noun.  

 ٗاحذ. بسٌم ٖب حؼذٝي اىخٜ َٝنِ اىصفبث حذ ىؼذد، لا ٝ٘جذ ّظشٝب 

 From now on, let’s write such rule as the following: 

 ػيٚ اىْح٘ اىخبىٜ اىقبػذة بنخّ، دػّ٘ب ٍِ اُٟ فصبػذا: 

NP -----> (Art)  (Adj)+  N 

 The above rule can generate sentences such as these:  

  ٕزٓ ٍثو جَو إّشبء أػلآحنٌ َٝنِ ىي: 

An officer rewarded  the adventurous soldier. 

The gaudy purple shirt embarrassed Amanda. 

Linking Verbs فعاا الأ ربط  

 According to the traditional definition of a verb (“ a word that 

expresses action or being”), not all verbs are action verbs.  

 (مّ٘ٔ " ػَو أٗ حؼبش ػِ ميَت ")فؼواىخقيٞذٛ ىي ٗفقب ىيخؼشٝف 

 The others, verbs that “express being,” are mostly forms of the verb 

be.  

 يفؼوى أشنبه فٜ ٍؼظَٖب  مّٖ٘ب ش ػِحؼب اىخٜ اٟخشِٝ أفؼبه. 

 These forms of be (such as am, is, are, was, and were), act as the 

verbal equivalents of an equal sign “=“: They tell us that one thing is 

equivalent to another. 

 ٍ ثوٕزٓ الأشنبه (am, is, are, was, were), ؼلاٍت ى اىيفظٜ اىَؼبده بَثببت

 .خشالأ ٝؼبده ْٕبك شٜء ٗاحذ أُ أّٖب حخبشّب:“=“اىَسبٗاة

 Mansour is an honorable man. 

 The Cowboys were the winners. 

 Tom was persistent. 

 

 



ANASF 
 

 3  

 

 Such verbs are distinguished from both transitive and intransitive 

verbs. They are usually called “ Linking Verbs” ( VL ).  

 الأفؼبه سبط ػبدة ٗحسَٚ لاصٍت. أفؼبهٗ  ٍخؼذٝت ٍِ مو الأفؼبه حخَٞض ( VL ) 
 They are also known as copulas. Like a transitive verb, a linking 

verb can be followed by a noun phrase.  

 ببسٌ ٍٔؼشٗفب أٝض copulas  سبط فؼوب أُ ٝخبغ، َٗٝنِ اىَخؼذٛ اىفؼو ٍثو 

 .الإسَٞت جَيت ب٘اسطت
 Unlike other verbs, however, a linking verb can also be followed by 

an adjective. 

 صفت ٝخبؼٔ اىفؼو سبط، َٝنِ أٝضب ٗىنِ الافؼبه غٞشٕب ٍِى خلافب. 
 VP -----> VL  NP 

 VP -----> VL  Adj 

 Frank was an architect. 

 The shoes are uncomfortable. 

 Recall that a noun phrase that follows a transitive verb is called the 

direct object.  

 ٍببشش ٍ٘ض٘ع حسَٚ اىَخؼذٛ اىفؼو ىخٜ حيٜا ٞتسَالإ ا اىجَيت أُ ّزمش. 
 In traditional grammar, a noun phrase that follows a linking verb, 

such as an architect, is sometimes called a predicate nominative.  

  ٍٜثو سبط، فؼو ٔٝخبؼ ٞتسَالإاىجَو ، ٕٜٗ اىخقيٞذٝتق٘اػذ اىف an architect 
  predicate nominative أحٞبّبٗٝسَٚ 

 An adjective that follows a linking verb, such as uncomfortable, is 

sometimes called predicate adjective.  
 ٍٜثو شبط،اى فؼو حخبغ اىصفت اىخuncomfortable  َٚفٜ بؼض الأحٞبُ حسpredicate adjective  

 

 



ANASF 
 

 4  

 

 Together, predicate nominatives and predicate adjectives are called 

subjective complements in traditional grammar, because they are 

said to complete or explain the subject. 

 ٍؼبpredicate nominatives  ٗ predicate adjectives َٚفٜ  زاحٜاى َنَواى حس

 ٕزا اىَ٘ض٘ع. ح٘ضٞح أٗ لإحَبً قبهٝ لأُ اىخقيٞذٝت اىق٘اػذ

 In addition to forms of the verb be, a few other verbs are also linking 

verbs as the following: 

 ٚػيٚ اىْح٘  شبطىي أٝضبٗ قيٞيت أخشٙ فؼبهأٗ الافؼبه  ٝنُ٘ ىفؼوا أّ٘اع ببلإضبفت إى

  :اىخبىٜ

 An unknown lawyer became the next governor. 

 Ferdinand seems intelligent. 

 Both became and seems are linking verbs because they also function 

much like verbal equal signs.  

 ٗاىَسبٗاة ػلاٍبث ٍثو اىنثٞش ٍِ أٝضب حؼَو لأّٖب لأفؼبهىسبط   صبحىٞ مو ٍِ ٝبذ 

 .اىيفظٞت

 Notice that you can substitute a form of be for these verbs and get 

roughly equivalent sentences. 

 ٍسبٗٝت حقشٝبب جَو ٗاىحص٘ه ػيٚ الافؼبه ٕزٓ شنو اسخبذاه لاحظ أّٔ َٝنْل. 

 An unknown lawyer was the next governor.  

 Ferdinand is intelligent.   

 Several verbs related to the five senses ( look, appears, sound, smell, taste, 

feel) and a handful of other verbs (remain, grow, get, act) sometimes act as 

linking verbs and sometimes ac as transitive verbs, depending on how they 

are used. 

 ٍِ ببىح٘اط اىخَست اىَخصيت الافؼبه اىؼذٝذ 

( look, appears, sound, smell, taste, feel) ٍِ الأخشٙ الافؼبه ٍٗجَ٘ػت 

(remain, grow, get, act) نٞفٞت ى اسخْبدا ٍٔخؼذٝ أفؼبهم ٗأحٞبّب الافؼبه إىٚ سبط احٞبّب حؼَو

 اسخخذاٍٖب



ANASF 
 

 5  

 

 Carolina felt the sandpaper.          (transitive: felt is an action) 

 Carolina felt angry.                        ( linking: she was angry) 

 Marcus smelled the flowers.       ( transitive: smelled is an action) 

 The flowers smelled sweet.         ( linking: they were sweet) 

 Others left, Sarah remained.   

 ( intransitive: remained is something she did) 

 Sarah remained the treasurer.    ( linking: she was the treasurer)  

 Now we can write a single rule for all of the above: 

 ٍُٟب رمش أػلآ ىجَٞغ قبػذة ٗاحذة َٝنِ أُ ّنخب ا: 

VP ------> VL { NP or Adj } 

Exercises 
1. Underline the verb in each of the following sentences, and identify it as a 

transitive verb, an intransitive verb, or a linking verb. 

 ط.بشاى فؼو أٗ، اىفؼو اىلاصً، ٕٗ٘ اىَخؼذٛ بىفؼوم د رىلحذٗ، اىجَو اىخبىٞت نو ٍِى اىفؼو د ػيٚشذ 

 For each linking verb, state whether it is followed by a noun phrase or by an 

adjective. 

  صفت أٗ ٞتإسَ جَيت ٝيٞٔ اىفؼوٍب ارا حبىت ، سبطفؼو ببىْسبت ىنو 

 Mom grew impatient. 

 Dad grew a moustache. 

 The baby grew. 

 Abdullah sounded confident. 

 Honesty seemed the best policy. 

 Mar tasted the soup. 

 Khalifah tower looks marvelous. 

 Wayne got a headache. 

2. Draw a tree diagram for three of the above sentences. 

 ٌأػلآ اىجَو ىثلاثت ٍِ ٍخطط اىشجشة اسس. 

 


