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¢ In many languages, what appear to be single forms actually turn
out to contain a large number of “word-like” elements.
oS 2 e gl Al o ) JISEY) aad 40l say «cilalll e el 3 @
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e For example, in Swahili (spoken throughout East Africa), the form
nitakupenda conveys what, in English, would have to be
represented as something like | will love you.
JSE Jany o(Lia bl (358 eladl paan (A Gaaaill) lia) sl 2211 8 DM @
| ol 138 (e oo sl e Alian (5S35 Ol Gang ¢ 3alaiYU enitakupenda
.will love you
e Now, is the Swahili form a single word? If it is a “word” then it
seems to consist of a number of elements which, in English, turn
up as separate “words”.
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e A rough correspondence can be presented in the following way:
Sl gaill e ala Ol e i (Say @
v ni-- ta-- ku-- penda
v will love vyou*
e It would seem that this Swahili “word” is rather different from
what we think of as an English “word”.
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A s “word”
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e Yet, there clearly is some similarity between the languages, in
that similar elements of the whole message can be found in both.
o siadl (a4l 8 (el i) (s @llia o al ) e oY) i @

e Perhaps a better way of looking at linguistic forms in different
languages would be to use this notion of ‘element’ in the
message, rather that depend on identifying only ‘words’.
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e The type of exercise we have just performed is an example of
investigating basic forms in language, generally known as
MORPHOLOGY.
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e This term, which literally means “the study of forms,” was
originally used in biology, but, since the middle of the 19th
century, has also been used to describe the type of investigation
that analyzes all those basic “elements” used in a language.
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e What we have been describing as ‘elements’ in the form of a
linguistic message are technically known as MORPHEMES.
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Morphemes

e We can recognize that English word forms such as talks, talker,
talked and talking must consist of one element talk, and a number
of other elements such as —s, --er, --ed and —ing.

talking- talks, talker, talked Jis 4 daiy) 4adSl JISGET Gl Gl yie V1 WSy o
—s, —-er, --ed —Jis s AY) jualiall (e 2ac 5 ¢ talk aic (e (sSH G
ingys

e All these elements are described as MORPHEMES.
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e The definition of a morpheme is “a minimal unit of meaning or
grammatical function”.
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e Units of grammatical function include forms used to indicate past
tense or plural, for example.
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¢ In the sentence, the police reopened the investigation..., the word

reopened consists of three morphemes.
reopened 45, the police reopened the investigation «leall 2 o
.morphemes 4535 (je (<5

e One minimal unit of meaning is open, another minimal unit of
meaning is re— (meaning again) and a minimal unit of grammatical
function is —ed (indicated past tense).
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e The word tourists also contain three morphemes.
.morphemes. &3 e ~Ludl tourists 4alS (5 siai Liadl o
e There is one minimal unit of meaning tour, another minimal unit
of meaning —ist (marking “person who does something”), and a
minimal unit of grammatical function —s (indicating plural).
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Free and Bound Morphemes

e From these examples, we can make a broad distinction between
two types of morphemes.
.morphemes (s 4l 5 (pe 6 G jaad ) LiSay dliaY) o8 (10 @
e There are FREE MORPHEMES, that is, morphemes that can stand
by themselves as single words, for example open and tour.
5l sas 5 iy o Sy morphemes <& 134 5 ilas MORPHEMES <llia o
tour s open JUdl Juw (Ao sl
e There are also BOUND MORPHEMES, which are those forms that
cannot normally stand alone and are typically attached to another
form, exemplified as re--, --ist, --ed, --s.
daas  cai o (K ¥ A JIST & il s BOUND MORPHEMESLasl <llia o
.as re--, —ist, —-ed, --s. sale) JUall LS ¢ JAT <A1 A6 ja sale
e These forms are called AFFIXES. So, we can say that all affixes
(PREFIXES and SUFFIXES) in English are bound morphemes.
ALY ClaadU) aen o J8ll Sy (A | AFFIXESClEaadUl JISEY) oda oy @
.bound morphemes » 4 dxY) A(PREFIXES and SUFFIXES) (a3l
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e The free morphemes can generally be identified as the set of separate
English word forms such as basic nouns, adjectives, verbs, etc.
Aladie 4 jlaiY) A (10 e gana o jlicly 4] Hlaill Ulas morphemes (S lasee o
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e When they are used with bound morphemes attached the basic word
forms are technically known as STEMS.
L) (o (e z\_u..u\.uY\ FONIN d\.S.u\ a4 bound morphemes e [PRYRE ?‘“ Ladic o

STEMS asbs
e For example:
v un-- dress ed care --less --ness
v prefix stem suffix stem suffix suffix
v'bound free bound free bound bound

Lexical and Functional Morphemes
48 ¢l) g 4a32all Morphemes

e What we have described as free morphemes fall into two categories.
Oend ) audhy free morphemes fall e pnlid L o
e The first category is that set of ordinary nouns, adjectives, and verbs that
we think of as the words that carry the content of the messages we
convey.
Jan Ll Ll adias 3l JladY) g ccilinall 5 cdalal) slan) (10 Ao sena & V) 2311 o
Lelasi Al Bl G gancase
e These free morphemes are called LEXICAL MORPHEMES and some
examples are: girl, man, house, tiger, sad, long, yellow, sincere, open,
look, follow, and break.
ALiaY) ary s LEXICAL MORPHEMES («si free morphemes e
e We can add new lexical morphemes to the language rather easily, so they
are treated as an “OPEN” class of words.
Jalaill 2y s ¢ el A geuns Lo 2a ) 32008 |exical morphemes «awiai o LiSay o
LIS g0 228) "OPEN" 48 ag2s
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Other types of free morphemes are called FUNCTIONAL MORPHEMES.
FUNCTIONAL lle 3ty free morphemesce gAY ¢ 59 o
Examples are and, but, when, because, on, near, above, in, the, that, it,
them.
A Y e
This set consists largely of the functional words in the language such as
conjunctions, prepositions, articles and pronouns.
Cagym VAl - Calaadl i Zall) 3 2ad ol CUlalSH e € dal e ganall 038 5 S5 @
" Al g jal
Because we almost never add new functional morphemes to the
language, they are described as a “CLOSED” class of words.
“CLOSED” 43 gy () siua sy 5 ¢dall sa3aa 4dils s morphemes <awai Il Ly 55 LY o
S e "Aalal"

Derivational and Inflectional Morphemes
aul oY) g ABLELaY)

The set of affixes that make up the category of bound morphemes
can also be divided into two types.
&) Lerasi morphemes 3a3as 458 J55 Al Glaadl) de gasal (Sa Leayl @
e &
One type is described in terms of the derivation of words.
LS e BlaiEY) Cus (e ) g i Cag @
These are the DERIVATIONAL MORPHEMES.
A8LY) DERIVATIONAL MORPHEMES (54 o3 @
We use these bound morphemes to make new words or to make
words of a different grammatical category from the stem.
Ay il LY Jaad gl Baas S a8 4s 3l morphemes o2 adiiui (als e
gl e Al Calias
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For example, the addition of the derivational morpheme —ness
changes the adjective good to the noun goodness.
%S ness - 48y -derivational morpheme 48laa) (JUall Juw e o
O anlS Baall daal)
The noun care can become the adjective careful or careless by the
addition of the derivational morphemes —ful or —less.
morphemes 4dlia) Ji (e alogs o) 4y dia e o (w‘w e J Sau o
A list if derivational morphemes will include suffixes such as —ish
in foolish, --ly in quickly, and the -ment in payment.
ish in foolish, --ly in Jis Ga) Il Jadd 8 g 48EEY) morphemes 4l o
quickly, and the —ment in payment.
The list will also include prefixes such as re--, ex--, mis--, co--, un—
and many more.

24l e s re--, ex--, mis--, co--, un—Jie Clalll Al Jadiv Loyl o

The second set of bound morphemes contains what are called
INFLECTIONAL MORPHEMES.
INFLECTIONAL ooz W (s 53a5 33354l morphemes (x 45Ul de ganall o
MORPHEMES
These are not used to produce new words in the language, but rather to
indicate aspect of the grammatical function of a word.
A gl Al gl il g (e e )5 LI Laily calll 3 sapae IS £ UBY 00355 Y
CARlSll (e ddls ]
Inflectional morphemes are used to show if a word is plural or singular, if
it is a comparative or possessive form.
DS 135 ¢ 2 e sl e AalSH cilS 1)) L jedaY Inflectional morphemes axiiui e
cllall o 45 jeall Jil)




e English has only 8 inflectional morphemes (or ‘inflections’), illustrated in
the following sentences.
& iy s «("Slel sl inflections 1) 4x) e morphemes 8 (s s lzal 4 lasy) o
A Jaall
v' Jim’s two sisters are really different.
v" One likes to have fun and is always laughing.
v’ The other liked to read as a child and has always taken things seriously.
v One is the loudest person in the house and the other is quieter than a
mouse.
e In the first sentence, both inflections (‘s, --s) are attached to nouns, one
marking possessive and the other marking plural.
celaw! sle (88 i L;"J\ <2 (‘s, --s) inflections -l YY) o) gan cuj;z’\ alaall L)
el Aadle 5 ,AY) 5 dllall Gladle saal y aua
e Note that —'s here is a possessive inflection and different from —’s used as
an abbreviation for is or has (e.g. she’s singing, it’s happened again).
she’s d\l«) has ji is J J\.mﬂsiﬁ\ e\ASL.uY—’S e Adlidg g el L -’ Al laadl e
.( singing it’s happened again).
e There are four inflections attached to verbs: --s (3rd person singular), --
ing (present participle), --ed (past tense), and —en (past participle).
JxdS 4 e il i) dry )i Gllia @
e There are two inflections attached to adjectives: --er (comparative) and —
est (superlative).
Olaall 488 o Gilel gll) e g1 cllia o
e In English, all the inflectional morphemes are suffixes.
35! 4 inflectional morphemes g iy nlaiyl 3 o




