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Semantics and Pragmatics 
 

Lecture 11 
 

 
Speech Act Theory 
 
Speech act theory is a theory of language based on a book called “How to Do 
Things with Words” by the Oxford philosopher John L. Austin. The theory states 
that language is as much a mode of action as it is a way of conveying 
information.  
 
Speech acts include:  
locutionary, illocutionary and perlocutionary acts. 
 
In the locutionary act we are simply „saying something‟ that has meaning. In 
other words, a locutionary act produces an understandable utterance. 

- Locutionary meaning includes sense and reference. 

- There is a concentration on the locutionary aspect of the speech act in 

constative utterances. 

 
- In addition to simply saying something meaningful, we may also use utterances 

for particular purposes, e.g. to answer a question, to announce a verdict, to give 

a warning.. etc. as we do when making performative utterances. In this sense, 

we are performing an illocutionary act. 

 
- Thus, the illocutionary act is the performance of an act in saying something. 

 
اىنلاً  فؼو ّظؽٝخ  
" اىنيَبد ٍغ أشٞبء رفؼو أُ مٞف "ثؼْ٘اُ مزبة ػيٚ رؼزَع ىغخ ّظؽٝخ ٕٜ اىنلاً  فؼو ّظؽٝخ

L أٗسزِ أمسف٘ؼظ خُ٘ اىفٞيس٘ف قجو ٍِ  غؽٝقخ ٕ٘ ٍب ثقعؼ اىيغخ أُ ػيٚ رْص ّظؽٝخ.. 
.اىَؼيٍ٘بد ىْقو ٗسٞيخ ٕ٘ مَب ػَو  
:ٝيٜ ٍب اىنلاً أفؼبه  

locutionary أػَبه ، ٗ illocutionary perlocutionary. 
locutionary فؼو فٜ  locutionary فؼو أضؽٙ، ٗثؼجبؼح. ثَؼْٚ اىػٛ' شٞئب ٝق٘ه 'ثجسبغخ ّسِ 

.ٍفًٖ٘ ملاً ْٝزح  
Locutionary ٍؼْٚ-    .ٗاشبؼٓ ٍؼْٚ ٝزعَِ 

locutionary اىدبّت ػيٚ رؽمٞز ْٕبك-   .constative ملاً فٜ اىنلاً فؼو 
 ٍؼْٞخ، لأغؽاض اىنلاً ّسزطعً أٝعب قع ّٗسِ ٍفٞع، شٜء ثجسبغخ اىق٘ه إىٚ ٗثبلإظبفخ- 

 ارطبغ ػْع ّفؼو مَب اىص .. إّػاؼ لإػطبء اىسنٌ ىٞؼيِ اىسؤاه، ػيٚ ىلإخبثخ اىَثبه سجٞو ػيٚ
 .illocutionary فؼو أظاء ّٗسِ اىَؼْٚ، ٕػا فٜ. الأظائٜ اىنلاً
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illocutionary فؼو فئُ ٕٗنػا،-  .شٞئب ق٘ىٔ فٜ فؼو أظاء ٕ٘   
 

- Through the illocutionary act (or simply the illocution), an utterance made by a 

speaker has significance within the conventional system of social interaction (this 

system includes conventions of thanking, promising.. etc).  

 
- One way to think about the illocutionary act is that it reflects the intention of the 

speaker in making the utterance in the first place.  

 
- Other examples of illocutions defined by social convention (in addition to 

promising and thanking) include acts such as: accusing, greeting, admitting, 

apologizing, challenging, complaining, offering, congratulating, praising, giving 

permission, proposing marriage, and others. 

 
E.g. Saying:  
“I‟m very grateful to you for all you have done” performs the illocutionary act of 
thanking, which is the speaker‟s intention in making this utterance. 

illocutionary فؼو ضلاه ٍِ-  illocution ثجسبغخ أٗ )  اىَزنيٌ ثٔ أظىٚ اىػٛ اىنلاً ٕٗ٘ ،(
 ارفبقٞبد اىْظبً ٕػا ٝشَو )الاخزَبػٜ ىيزفبػو اىزقيٞعٛ اىْظبً فٜ إَٔٞخ ىٔ

(.اىص .. اىشنؽٗاى٘ػع  
 

illocutionary فؼو فٜ ىيزفنٞؽ ٗازعح غؽٝقخ-   ملاً خؼو فٜ اىَزنيٌ ّٞخ ٝؼنس أّٔ ٕ٘ 
.الأٗه اىَقبً فٜ  

 
illocutions ػيٚ الأضؽٙ الأٍثيخ ٍِٗ-   إىٚ ثبلإظبفخ )الاخزَبػٞخ اىزقبىٞع زعظٕب اىزٜ 

 ٗاػزؽف، ىلاىزسٞخ، ارٖبٍٔ: اىزبىٜ اىْس٘ ػيٚ الأػَبه ٕػٓ ٗرشَو( ٗاىشنؽ اى٘ػع
.ٗغٞؽٕب اىزٗاج، ٗاقزؽاذ الإغُ، ٗإػطبء ، اىَعذ رْٖئخ، ، اىؼؽض ٗاىشن٘ٙ، الاػزػاؼاىزسعٛ،  

 
: اىق٘ه اىَثبه سجٞو ػيٚ  

illocutionary ٝؤظٛ" فؼيذ ٍب مو ػيٚ ىنٌ خعا ٍَزِ أّب"  ّٞخ ٕ٘ اىػٛ اىشنؽ، فؼو 
.اىنلاً ٕػا ارطبغ فٜ اىَزنيٌ  

 
The perlocutionary act (or just simply the perlocution) carried out by a 
speaker making an utterance is the act of causing a certain effect on the hearer 
and others through that utterance (in Latin “per” means: “through”).  
 
For example, if someone tells you “There‟s a bee in your left ear”, it may cause 
you to panic, scream and scratch your ear.  
Causing these emotions and actions is the perlocution of this utterance, or the 
perlocutionary act someone performs by making that utterance. 
 
 



 
3 Ŋoŋee  -  ѕυℓтαη 

- The perlocution of an utterance is the causing of an effect to happen, perhaps 

even without the intention of the speaker, through the utterance.  

 
- Thus, the point of carefully distinguishing the perlocutionary aspect of the speech 

act from others is that perlocutions can often be unintentional. 

 
perlocutionary ػَو perlocution ثجسبغخ فقػ أٗ )  فؼو ٕ٘ اىنلاً إخؽاء اىَزنيٌ خبّت ٍِ( 

 ٍِ: "رؼْٜ اىلارْٞٞخ" فٜ "فٜ )اىنلاً ٕػا ضلاه ٍِ ٗغٞؽٕب اىسبٍغ ػيٚ اىزأثٞؽ ثؼط ٝسجت
"(.ضلاه  
 قع فئّٔ ،"اىٞسؽٙ أغّل فٜ اىْسو ْٕبك "ىل ٝق٘ه ٍب شطص مبُ إغا اىَثبه، سجٞو ػيٚ

.الأغُ ٗضعش اىصؽاش اىػػؽ، ىل ٝسجت  
perlocution اىنلاً ٕػا ٍِ ٕٜ ٗالإخؽاءاد اىَشبػؽ ٕػٓ سجت  فؼو ٝؤظٛ شطص أٗ ،

perlocutionary   .اىنلاً غؽٝق ػِ 
 -ٗ perlocution  ٍِ اىَزنيٌ، ّٞخ ظُٗ ٍِ ززٚ ٗؼثَب ٝسعس، رأثٞؽ فٜ اىزسجت ٕ٘ اىنلاً ٍِ 

.اىنلاً ضلاه  
 

perlocutionary خبّت اىزَٞٞز اىعقخ ّقطخ فئُ ٕٗنػا،-   أُ ٕ٘ غٞؽٓ ػِ اىنلاً فؼو 
perlocutions ٍقص٘ظح غٞؽ رنُ٘ ٍب غبىجب   

 
 

- Illocutionary act vs. perlocutionary act: 

The illocutionary act of an utterance is: 
1- intended by the speaker, 

2- under his full control,  

3- and if the illocutionary act is evident, it is evident when the utterance is made. 

 
 
On the other hand, the perlocutionary act performed through an 
utterance is:  

1- not always intended by the speaker, 

2- not under his full control,  

3- and is usually not evident until after the utterance is made.  

 
- For example, the act of thanking someone is illocutionary because it is 

something that a speaker can decide for himself to do, and be sure of doing it 

when he decides to do it. The hearer in a speech situation cannot decide 

whether to be thanked or not. On the other hand, the act of persuading 

someone, is perlocutionary, because the speaker cannot be sure of persuading 

the hearer, no matter how hard he tries. The hearer can decide whether to be 

persuaded or not. 

Illocutionary فؼو-   :perlocutionary فؼو ٍقبثو 
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illocutionary فؼو :ٕ٘ اىنلاً ٍِ   
اىَزنيٌ، ٍِ اىَقص٘ظ - 1  
اىنبٍيخ، سٞطؽرٔ رسذ - 2  

illocutionary اىفؼو مبُ ٗإغا - 3 .ىيْطق ٝصعؼ ػْعٍب اى٘اظر ٍِ ٗاظر، ٕ٘   
 

perlocutionary  فؼو أظاء، أضؽٙ ّبزٞخ ٍِ :ٕ٘ اىنلاً ضلاه ٍِ   
اىَزنيٌ، قجو ٍِ ظائَب اىَقص٘ظ ىٞس - 1  
اىنبٍيخ، سٞطؽرٔ رسذ لا - 2  
.اىنلاً إخؽاء ثؼع ززٚ ٗاظر غٞؽ ٝنُ٘ ٍب ٗػبظح - 3  

illocutionary ٍب شطص شنؽ فؼو اىَثبه، سجٞو ػيٚ-   ٝقؽؼ أُ َٝنِ اىػٛ اىشٜء ٕ٘ لأّٔ 
 فٜ اىَسزَغ َٝنِ. ثػىل اىقٞبً ٝقؽؼ ػْعٍب غىل فؼو ٍِ ٗاىزأمع ثٔ، اىقٞبً ىْفسٔ اىَزنيٌ

 ٕ٘ ٍب، شطص إقْبع فؼو أضؽٙ، ّبزٞخ ٍِ. لا أً اىشنؽ ر٘خٞٔ مبُ إغا ٍب ٝقؽؼ لا اىنلاً زبىخ
perlocutionary  مبُ ٍَٖب اىسبٍغ، إقْبع ٍِ ٍزأمعا ٝنُ٘ أُ َٝنِ لا اىَزنيٌ لأُ ٗغىل ،

.لا أً ٝقزْغ مبُ إغا ٍب ٝقؽؼ اىَسزَغ َٝنِ. ثشعحٝسبٗه  
 

- A locutionary act has meaning; it produces an understandable utterance. An 

illocutionary act has force; it is performed with a certain tone, attitude, feeling, 

motive, or intention. A perlocutionary act has consequence; it has an effect 

upon the hearer.  

 
- These three components are not always separable. An utterance can have all 

these components at the same time as in the following example. 

 
 
E.g. “There is a car coming.” 
  
By describing an imminently dangerous situation (locutionary component) in a 
tone that is meant to have the force of a warning (illocutionary component), 
the speaker may actually frighten the hearer into moving out of the way 
(perlocutionary component). 

 -A locutionary فؼو  illocutionary فؼو. ٍفًٖ٘ اىنلاً ْٝزح  ٍؼْٚ، ىٔ   ٝزٌ اىق٘ح؛ ىعٝٔ 
. ّٞخ أٗ ٗاىعافغ، ٗاىشؼ٘ؼ، ٗاىَ٘قف، ٍؼْٞخ، ىٖدخ ٍغ غىل رْفٞػ A perlocutionary فؼو   ىٔ 

.اىسبٍغ ػيٚ رأثٞؽ ىٔ ٝنُ٘  ّزٞدخ،  
 

 فٜ اىَنّ٘بد ٕػٓ خَٞغ اىنلاً ٝنُ٘ أُ َٝنِ. رْفصو ظائَب ىٞسذ اىثلاثخ اىَنّ٘بد ٕػٓ- 
.اىزبىٜ اىَثبه فٜ مَب ّفسٔ اى٘قذ  

 
 

".قبظٍخ سٞبؼح ْٕبك "ٗقبه اىَثبه سجٞو ػيٚ  
 

locutionary اىَنُ٘ )ٗشٞل ضطٞؽ ٗظغ ٗصف ضلاه ٍِ  ىٖب أُ اىَفزؽض ٍِ ىٖدخ فٜ( 
illocutionary اىَنُ٘ )رسػٝؽ ق٘ح  قع ،(ثؼٞعا اىزسؽك إىٚ اىسبٍغ فؼلا ٝطٞف  قع اىَزنيٌ 

 (.perlocutionary اىَنُ٘)
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Semantics and Pragmatics 
Instructor: Abdulrahman A. Alsayed 

Prepared by: Abu Bakr 

Lecture 11 

1. Speech act theory is a theory of ………..based on a book called 
“How to Do Things with Words” by the Oxford philosopher John 
L. Austin.  

a. Semantics 

b. Language 

c. Translation 

d. Interpretation  

 

2. Speech act theory states that language is: 

a. A mode of action 

b. A way of conveying information 

c. Both of the same level 

d. B more than A 

  

3. Speech acts include: 

a. Locutionary 

b. Illocutionary  

c. Perlocutionary  

d. All of the above mentioned. 

 

4. A locutionary act produces a/n ………………utterance. 

a. Reasonable 

b. Specific 
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c. Original  

d. Understandable 

 

5. Locutionary meaning includes:  

a. Sense  

b. Reference 

c. Both 

d. Neither 

 

6. There is a concentration on the locutionary aspect of the speech 
act in ……….utterances. 

a. Performative  

b. Constative 

c. Both 

d. Neither 

 

7. One way to think about the illocutionary act is that it…………… 
in making the utterance in the first place.  

a. Reflects the intention of the speaker. 

b. Does not reflect the intention of the speaker. 

c. Both possible 

d. Neither 

 

8. Saying: “I’m very grateful to you for all you have done” performs 
the illocutionary act of: 

a. Personality 

b. Social complement 

c. Thanking 
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d. All false 

 

9. The perlocutionary act is carried out by a speaker making an 
utterance to : 

a. Produce an understandable utterance. 

b. Cause  a certain effect on the hearer and others through that 
utterance  

c. Convey the intention of the speaker. 

d. All false 

 

10. The part “per” in “perlocutionary” means:  

a. Through 

b. Before 

c. Each 

d. All false  

 

11. The perlocution of an utterance is the causing of an effect 
to happen…… 

a. With the intention of the speaker. 

b. Without the intention of the speaker. 

c. Both possible 

d. Both wrong 

 

12. When the act is intended by the speaker, it is: 

a. A perlocutionary act 

b. An illocutionary act 

c. Both possible 

d. All false 



 
8 Ŋoŋee  -  ѕυℓтαη 

 

13. Is not under the speaker’s full control, it is: 

a. A perlocutionary act 

b. An illocutionary act 

c. Both possible 

d. All false 

 
14. When the act is usually not evident until after the utterance 

is made, it is: 

a. A perlocutionary act 

b. An illocutionary act 

c. Both possible 

d. All false 

 
15. The act of persuading someone, is perlocutionary, because 

………… 

a. The speaker cannot be sure of persuading the hearer. 

b. The hearer can decide whether to be persuaded or not. 

c. The speaker is sure of persuading the hearer. 

d. A and B 

 

16. A locutionary act has: 

a. Force 

b. Meaning 

c. Consequence 

d. All true 
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17. An illocutionary act act has: 

a. Force 

b. Meaning 

c. Consequence 

d. All true 

 

18. A perlocutionary act has: 

a. Force 

b. Meaning 

c. Consequence 

d. All true 

 
19. An utterance in a sentence can: 

a. Only be Locutionary 

b. Only be Illocutionary  

c. Only be Perlocutionary  

d. Have the three types in the same sentence. 

 

20. In the example :“There is a car coming.”, we can find: 

a. Only Locutionary 

b. Only Illocutionary  

c. Only Perlocutionary  

d. The three types together 

 

21. Your teacher says, "For class tomorrow, please read pages 
twenty-one through forty-seven." 

a. Locutionary 

b. Illocutionary  
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c. Perlocutionary  

d. All of the above mentioned. 

 

22. You and a friend are talking about a television show that 
you both watched the night before. You say, "what did you think 
about Luke's reaction to Laura's news?" 

a. Locutionary 

b. Illocutionary  

c. Perlocutionary  

d. All of the above mentioned. 
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