Pioneers of the English Novel
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¢ How can the individual live within and influence society
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Honore Balzac, Gustave Flaubert, George Eliot, William Dean Howells, Mark Twain, Leo
Tolstoy, George Sand
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¢ How does society/the environment impact individuals
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Emile Zola, Fyodor Dostoevsky, Thomas Hardy, Stephen Crane, Theodore Dreiser
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By including varieties of poor people in all his novels, Dickens brought the problems of
poverty to the attention of his readers:“It is scarcely conceivable that anyone
should...exert a stronger social influence than Mr. Dickens has.... His sympathies are on the
side of the suffering and the frail; and this makes him the idol of those who suffer, from
”_ whatever cause

Harriet Martineau, The London Times called him "pre-eminently a writer of the people and
" for the people ... the 'Great Commoner' of English fiction

2 o A 4l G o) 88N JSldie Culy (ATl g5 aan A 51 R8N (e Ciliial (e Ganaly Lay
by o ddblad |, 50 dad) (e s 581 S lada¥) 35dl (ujbay ., of Y JAD o A
) S LT e gitay cpdll Sl gl cpa 3 gunall ddaa La WA g ¢ (3 gl g BULeAl) (he
dale (e palie (addy . qardlly add) (e LS LM Jaild (il Ay « g e cu o
o) Judl) e )

Dickens aimed at arousing the conscience of his age. To his success in doing so, a
Nonconformist preacher paid the following tribute: "There have been at work among us
three great social agencies: the London City Mission; the novels of Mr. Dickens; the
".cholera
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49l &) 9 NThe Russian Novel

.Russia from 1850-1920 was a period of social, political, and existential struggle

Writers and thinkers remained divided: some tried to incite revolution, while others
.romanticized the past as a time of harmonious order

The novel in Russia embodied these struggles and conflicts in some of the greatest books
.ever written



The characters in the works search for meaning in an uncertain world, while the novelists
who created them experiment with modes of artistic expression to represent the troubled
.spirit of their age
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:( Leo Tolstoy (1828-1910
The Cossacks
Anna Karenina
War and Peace
Resurrection
( Fyodor Dostoevsky (1821-1881
The Gambler
Crime and Punishment
Notes from Underground

The Brothers Karamazov



