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When the novel appeared in the 18th century, it was not considered a literary
genre
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Defoe did not write his first novel, Robinson Crusoe, until he was 59

Defoe published his first novel, Robinson Crusoe, in 1719, when he was around 60
.years old
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Daniel Defoe
Born in 1660 in London

He witnessed two of the greatest disasters of the seventeenth century: a
.recurrence of the plague and the Great Fire of London in 1666
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He was an excellent student, but as a Presbyterian, he was forbidden to attend
Oxford or Cambridge. He entered a dissenting institution called Morton’s Academy
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He worked as a merchant, a poet, a journalist, a politician and even as a spy, and
wrote around 500 books
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Moll Flanders, the story of a tough, streetwise heroine whose fortunes rise and fall
.dramatically

&5 5 Bl B aBighia |l el o (3lina (add A ghay (ha S aiE g AU 43
2 S ]5 :,. vt ...J

”Defoe died in London on April 24, 1731, of a fatal “lethargy
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Robinson Crusoe

.Before the end of the year, this first volume had run through four editions
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By the end of the 19th century, no book in the history of Western literature had
had more editions, spin-offs and translations than Robinson Crusoe, with more
than 700 such alternative versions, including children's versions with mainly
.pictures and no text
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The term "Robinsonade" was coined to describe the genre of stories similar to
.Robinson Crusoe
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Robinson Crusoe is the true symbol of the British conquest
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”Crusoe represents the “enlightened European.” Friday is the “savage
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Robinson becomes closer to God, not through listening to sermons in a church but
.through spending time alone amongst nature with only a Bible to read
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In the 1850s it was still common to find people who forbid their families from
reading novels

By the 1880s, the prohibition was softened
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‘Why did the novel become such a dominant literary form in the Victorian period
The growth of cities, which provided bigger markets
The development of overseas readership in the colonies
Cheaper production costs both for paper and for print process
Better distribution networks

The advertising and promotion work
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Until the end of the 19th century, there were palpable demands on novel writers
to make their novels have a happy ending
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The foundations of early bourgeois realism were laid by Daniel Defoe and Jonathan
Swift
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Joseph Conrad
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Heart of Darkness is set in the Congo at the time of the Belgian colonization
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It belonged to the man, not to the country of Belgium. It was therefore called a

."crown colony
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Democratic Republic of Waul gual 5419 Zaire Waul gual 2ig Congo Free State Wi
Congo

An 1884 treaty signed by Stanley and the chiefs gave the chiefs a piece of cloth in
exchange for all of their waterways, roads, game, fishing, mining rights, and
.freedom-- FOREVER
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.Leopold declared a monopoly on rubber and ivory
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Leopold set up a mercenary force called the Force Publique - 19,000 members,
most of them Africans. They controlled Congo Free State for Leopold for 23 years
between 1885 and 1908, and helped him extract rubber and ivory from the area
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The only difference between forced labor and slavery is that the workers in forced
.labor situations are not actually owned by other people

Forced labor is even worse than slavery because in slavery, the “owner” is anxious
to protect his “property” and has to feed them and clothe them. In Forced labor,
.the worker work for free and are responsible for their own food etc
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Marlow in the novella = Joseph Conrad



Kurtz in the novella = Leon Rom, head of the Force Publique
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