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Applied Linguistics
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Introduction

Course content

"Applied Linguistics" covers the main areas of applying linguistic knowledge
in specific professions, particularly teaching English and translation. The
course surveys areas such as error analysis and interlanguage, language
testing and evaluation, learning and teaching, syllabus and curriculum design,
and communication skills. In addition, it discusses approaches to first and
second language acquisition and language planning.
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Course rationale
The course has been suggested because:

1) It satisfies the need of knowing the possible applications of language
studies.

2) It prepares students for further study in one of the fields of language
teaching and language planning OR OTHER AL FIELDS

3) It enables students to develop different aspects of Applied Linguistics.
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Course objectives

By the end of the course, students should be able to :

1- Demonstrate knowledge of the main areas of Applied Linguistics.

2- Show understanding of language learning and teaching.

3- Be able to analyze and use specific language applications in areas such as,
teaching methodology, lesson planning, curriculum and syllabus design,
and language evaluation.

4- Demonstrate practical skills in applying certain methodology in applied

linguistics.
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Teaching methods
The course makes use of the following teaching/learning methods:

1- Lectures given by the teacher.
2- Teacher-prepared notes and handouts.
3- Live sessions.
4- students' feedback (ongoing development.)
5- Group discussion.
6- Class Quizzes and assignments.
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Course evaluation
Attendance: 10%
Participation: 10%
Assignments: 10%
Final exam: 70%
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The need for applied linguistics

-Language is at the heart of human life.

-Without it, many of our most important activities are inconceivable .
-Examples include practicing religions, parenting, education....etc.
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For these reasons, there are several linguistic decisions that we can make. E.g.
-What language skills should children attain beyond basic literacy ?
-Should children speaking a dialect be encouraged to maintain it or steered
towards the standard form of a language?
-In multi-lingual communities, which language should be used in schools?
-Should everyone learn a foreign language? and which one?
-To name but a few.
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IS AL confined to education? NO

E.g. - Language change. Should it be accepted as an inevitable fact or should
change be controlled in some way?

- Some languages are dying out. Should that be prevented? and, if so, how?

- Should the growth of English as the international lingua franca be welcomed
or deplored?

- Is language being used for political oppression? if so, should something be
done about it? CDA!

-To name but a few!
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Definition of AL (applied linguistic)

The questions show a relationship between linguistics and decision
making in the real world.

AL is the academic discipline that is concerned with the relation of

knowledge about language to decision making in the real world .
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- Whatis AL?
- Why do we need it?
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