Lecture 9

Outline of lecture

In this class, the following points will be handled:

Clauses 3 - alad e Jelil)
Phrases and heads

Word order

Clauses

- Clauses come in a variety of shapes and sizes.

- A matrix clause (or an independent clause or a main clause) contains a finite verb only (a verb that
is marked for tense, person, number) and can stand as an expression in its own right.

- An embedded clause (or a dependent clause or a complement clause) can contain a FINITE (or
NON-FINITE) verb, but is structured to be attached to (embedded in) a main clause.

Al s JSBY) e de siie de sana 3 5 (34 Clauses

(222l g (alaiY) o) el Cayay 531 Jadll ) L 3 gasa J=i finite verb onlyle s sisd (a0 8580 o) Al 5 558 ) 5 jaall 48 shias
A sgia 0S8 Alaal) ) (ra L33 aa (e | et aa 68 Ol (S

Embedded = to be inserted within/to be enclosed- Clauses= Group of words that make part of a sentence

A€ 50 4553 Sl @ FINITE (or NON-FINITE) verb cesaii o) (Seall (g (ALSall 5 58800 o) Aliie ol 5 jiall )-diladll- A5 5 jasl)
4 )l 3 sl (embedded in) () ddlas o S

- Example:
- Matrix clause Complement clause

- 1- He saw a movie

- (finite)

- 2- She wanted to stay

- (finite) (non-finite)

- 3- She told him that he should stay
- (finite) (finite)  (non-finite)

- Dependent clauses are also called "subordinate clauses”, and they can contain, as above mentioned, a
FINITE or NON-FINITE verb

a FINITE or NON-FINITE verb e s 5iai o)) (S 5 4ae j3 5 % 5 subordinate clauses = (s Aliive sl 3 sl
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Example: consider the dependent clause ‘that he should stay’ in the following sentence:
She told him that he should stay
(finite) (finite)  (non-finite)

- On the other hand, independent clauses might be referred to as "main clauses”, and they contain finite
verbs only, as aforementioned.

283 GBaw LS finite verbs only (e (s st 5 45 3,8 & L Ly ol (S Al 3,80 (5 A1 4al (e

Example: consider the following independent clause:

He saw a movie
(finite)
- consider also the independent clause ‘she wanted’ in the following sentence:
She wanted to stay
(finite) (non-finite)
- Only embedded (dependent) clauses can have a complementizer (that, for, whether, if, etc.).
(that, for, whether, if, etc.). sl aliall el ) (S embedded (dependent) clauses ks

Example:

He claimed that he saw Kim

She wondered whether Kim left

For you to beat him was unexpected

- Only main clauses have subject/auxiliary inversion (in yes/no questions).
(in yes/no questions) dleall uSe aclue / Jold clla 2y )l 5 8l Lais
Example:

If you see John, will you recognize him?

(dependent clause) (main clause)
*If do you see John, you will recognize him.
Did she claim that John saw him?

*She claimed that did John see him?
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Practice:

Which clauses are dependent? Which are independent?

- There's a lot to learn in syntax. (dependent clause)

- He asked me if | arrived safely. (dependent clause)

- If you can't find your way, please ask for help. (dependent clause)

- John having left early, we left too. (dependent clause)
MOOD

- MOOD: Each clause has mood. Mood has to do with two sets of distinctions:
_(a\j)&sw)éj)ﬂ\wogc,m &A;\é)\s‘dJ}A\ Cdge (e OsSE B 8 IS s Jasll JISE) de gana (e 2a) s st MOOd 2 sell

(1) The distinctions between: O 3yl

- Making statements (Declarative) - el ) (S Ay s dles -
EX. She met John in the park.

- Asking questions (Interrogative) - olgdinl — Al 7 5k -
_EX. Did she meet John in the park?

- Issuing commands (Imperative). - Y Ba — el gl laal -

_EX. Open the door
(2) The distinctions between whether the speaker/writer presents an event as:
S ) o ey SRS S 1) Le g DAY

- Possible Saina
_EX. He may have left.

- Afact felia
_EX. (He did leave).

- We might also classify clauses based on the kind of information they share:

- Relative clauses

- Interrogative clauses

- Existential clauses
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- Conditional or hypothetical clauses.
& s Al Glasbedl £ 6 sy clausesd) cuiat ik
(1) Relative clauses: dadll Jaa
- Give more information about a noun. ¥ e SIS Sl glan aad
Example: ‘I knew’in: ‘you are not the man | knew’.
(2) Interrogative clauses: dsalgdivg Jaa
- Ask a question directly: ilae 5 Jlsadl
Example: he asked, ‘Are you happy?’
- orindirectly: il e (<G )
Example: he wonders ‘whether you are happy.’
(3) Existential clauses: 253 50L dald e

- In English typically begin with ‘there is or there are’. — 15 L 4, 3l 42l 8 3sale

Example: There is a mouse in my room.

(4) Conditional or hypothetical clauses: Luda) ) o) Ay Jan

Example: If you study hard, you will succeed.

Examples:

Who is he? (direct interrogative clause)
...... who he is. (indirect interrogative clause)
There is a cat in this house. (Existential clauses)

...... that | saw yesterday (relative clause)

- Of these, notice that the second part of conditional clauses, as well as the existential and direct
interrogative clauses are independent.

- The others are subordinate clauses.
Al Jen (8 5 bl dpalgdinl] 53 gl dalad) Jaadl Gl g 43k il Jaad) (e AU ¢ 3all o) LY

Ao g Jen oeb Jandl L L
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That is:

Phrases

Every phrase contains a head, which is the major content or function word within that phrase.

Phrases are named after their heads:

- A noun phrase is headed by a noun
- Averb phrase is headed by a verb
- A prepositional phrase is headed by a preposition.
Boball Gl 8 ALK Agda 5 o) st Sl (g sanzmall sa g ol ) e (s iaT 8 e JS
et 138 5 Alaall Gl ) o Leihand &5 G sl
el Aleall Gl G813 4enY) AlesVIA noun phrase -
Jad dlaall () (S 130 41x8 Aleal) A verb phrase -
oo daall ol g8l a5 s dleaA prepositional phrase -
Example head phrase type
the book book NP (noun phrase)
the Spanish book book NP (noun phrase)
in the Spanish book in PP (prepositional phrase)
goes to the store go VP (verb phrase)
gives it to him give VP (verb phrase)
Practice:

Identify the head of the following phrases, and name the type of phrase:

at the airport, at PP (prepositional phrase)
read the book, read VP (verb phrase)

a tough question, guestion NP (noun phrase)

the man, man NP (noun phrase)

on the sofa on PP (prepositional phrase)
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Word order

Basic word order dondy) clalsl) a5

- Languages most often have a way of ordering the basic constituents of clauses (e.g. subjects, verbs
and objects).

- Using this classification, we can begin to consider how languages arrange their words.

- In English, finite clauses have the order subject-verb-object (the dog ate the bone or he saw me).

- The subject and object are noun phrases, while the verb heads the VP which contains any object NPs.
- In English, word order is fairly fixed.
- But notice that the verb comes first in direct interrogative clauses with have or be or do:

(42 Jsmiey Jeld cdad ) Jaall i) ol sSall i i Ja g 5 48 Hla clliad Le Llle clalll - -

Aad JS 8 Gl G 3 AaS 8 phall Tan of LSy il 13 aladiuly -

(the dog ate the bone or he saw me) 4 Jsxée — Jad -Jeld 1 i 5l 10a elliad sagall Jaal) oy plai¥l a2l & -
NP doall 45 J saie (sf e S VP daladll Alaall Gl s Jadll 0 a8 daand dlas Lad 43 Jsrdal 5 Jeldll -
LY S G e il a5 ¢ Al AR 8 -

have or be or do g 38kl Apalgfiny) Jaall A Yol AL Jadll o a3 o<1y -

- Example:
Are you happy?
Has he left?
(verb-subject rather than subject-verb).
- The objects of verbs may be subdivided into direct objects and indirect objects.

- Direct objects: usually immediately follow the verb (like ‘The book’) in the following sentence:

odle e pile 4 Jsmie (ppand ) danadl Sy Jadll () 4y J g=ial)
S8 JS dadll aiy Lesale 1 (Ldlall) 4 J gl
Ex. He read the book.

- Indirect object: are often expressed periphrastically, as prepositional phrases (like fo him’) in in the
following sentence:

ol CGagoa daa Jie s eapali JS Lgie Haadi Le 18 (Ll aadl) 40 J szl
Ex. | gave him the book

| gave the book to him.
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Reordering words: tdaadl i i Bals)

- When two words switch places, the switch is known as ‘inversion’ .
- For example, in the question: ‘are you happy’?
- As mentioned above, the subject ‘you’ and the verb ‘are’ don't follow the basic word order subject-verb.

- ltis often said that the subject and verb are inverted when asking a question with ‘have, do, be’in
English.

- Another way to consider changing word order is to look for a word that moves, where it moves from and
where it moves to.

- This concept has a simple name: movement.
- From this point of view, we might say that:

- ‘are’in the question ‘are you happy?’ has moved from its original position in ‘you are happy’to a new
position before the rest of the phrase.

‘inversion’ osSall sl il o (o ey Joadll 138 ¢(pialS (8Ll Joagi e

subject-verb Gllsll i i sac B iy ol are s J=éll 5 you s» Jell ‘are you happy’?: Jis

oY 4l 8 ‘have, do, be’ aladiuly Jisad) & sl die (s sSaa (558 dadll 5 deldll ) Jliy L i

movement: s 4le Bl o sedall 38 ) 5 e JE5 Cua AlaEa Gl e Gl oo SlalSl g 5 s 8l 6 A0 45 )l ol
Aleall L J8 aoa 1850 I ‘you are happy’ & o) lexd e e Jii 8 JIsadl 8 ‘gre” (ol J sl LS 1A

Expanding phrases: i jladl g Jaall ddeLiae

- Speakers of all languages don't just rely on basic word order and movement to build sentences.
- We can expand simple sentences by adding material in the form of new words and phrases.
daall ol o LSty 5 dleall i 5 Gl o Ladd ) saaiey ¥ lalll JS (4 () faaiall
sl Jaall s lalSl) 0S5 8 5ale Ailial YA (e Aapad) Jeal) dicline LSy

- Forinstance, we can expand:

‘language’ into: ‘a language’ and, further, into: ‘a difficult language’.

- Adjuncts: are extra phrases such as ‘at the store’ or ‘in September’ that we can add to verb phrases
(like ‘bought it’) to form:

Sl Adadl) Jaall ) i) LiCay ) “at the store’ or ‘in September’ Jis idlal & e s :Adjuncts 4ual o) ala

‘bought it at the store’
‘bought it at the store in September’.

- Notice that the material we added to ‘bought it’ all branched to the right.

L cpall e cunis 8 ‘hought it ) wlisal Al sald) o sy
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Lecture 10
In this lecture, we will talk about:
- Linguistic competence 4 gl sl
- Linguistic performance @ salll elay)
- Communicative competence Aglial gl 3elasl)

Grammatical/Linguistic Competence

- Chomsky (1965) made a distinction between 'grammatical competence' and 'performance’.

- Competence: refers to the linguistic knowledge of native speakers, an innate (inherent) biological

function of the mind that allows individuals to generate the infinite (unlimited) set of grammatical
sentences that constitutes their language.

- Thatis, linguistic competence is the unconscious knowledge that native speakers share of their native

language.

- ltis the speaker's internalized grammar which enables him/her to speak and understand language.

- Itis what the speaker must know in order to be able to perform.

- ltis the speaker’s implicit (hidden/unseen) knowledge of the rules of his language; i.e. speakers'

mental grammar.

- Linguistic competence includes also the speaker's intuitions (instincts) about the syntactic structure of

sentences of his language.

-ll ;\J\}” " } I'aﬁ\,}.ﬁ‘ E&uﬁ\ n O:\a M\ (‘5-\5 |l1965"M

(e A sane ZLY o 0 e & 5 Jiall dan gl g (Alialia) 4y 5had Al 5 o 5 (e Oall) Cpulial) (aalSiall 4 all) 48 el ) 5 13 S

| sma e U pgtal UK ) Ayl sl

LY AV agind ae cpulia¥) Cpaaial) g o il ) Ao ) DU A peall b Ay salll 5elaSH) ol o Jiny 13 s
Aalll aghg Contll ol aleas ) SN 2l Ay saill el g8l

ool e i 5o ol da) e dd e o) Gaaaial) e e g

Caanall 4adl) Ay sail) el gl ;e Aalll ac) 8l (4 e pull-dgaall ) Aalil) Chaniall 4 jea o

A 8 Jaall o ail) S il Jsn (Rampdal) 3 p0all)aaaiall dalay Jad 4y galll 36Ul

- For instance, with respect to the following sentence:
John likes very fast cars

- any speaker would agree by intuition that ‘very’ modifies ‘cars’ (and not likes) and that ‘very fast’
modifies ‘cars’ not John.

John s ‘cars’ e Jusd a3 ‘very fast’ <liS; likes ouds “cars’ diseis Ladi ji ‘very’ O e 381 Giasta g L

- The grammar designed by a linguist is said to be a model of the speaker's competence; i.e. a model of

the speaker's internalized/unconscious grammar.

- A model in the sense that it attempts to outline the kind of knowledge the speaker possesses, which

enables him to use language creatively.

Syntax and Morphology
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- Thus, grammar is a device capable of producing and interpreting all the well-formed (correct) sentences
of a language.

A gail) ae) 8l 23 gal L) Lﬂ;i Lol 5o leS) Lad gad ) oS8 "ARlll 3 BEsy ) Wl g linguist e ¢ Creana Ay galll e ) @ -
Lo Gt 4 o5 05 glat 4 iy Gaasiall dpe | U/l

el O Al ARt (e 4SS 3 g aaial) LeSliay 3 & jaall e g sill 138 s g3 Al glae Sixis A modelzised) -

ARl (8 s IS0 Jaall IS i 5 2l e 508 Slea 8 grammarssill el 8 dY -

Performance

- Linguistic competence is clearly related to linguistic performance.

- Performance: refers to the actual use of language in concrete situations. It is the speakers’ ability to
use the unconscious knowledge of their language (which is represented by their linguistic competence).

- There is a large measure of creativity associated with linguistic performance; e.g. most of the
sentences children experience are novel (new). ‘
5l oY) pe eal g U a5 Ay sl BeleSl) -
3l Jia " Aadl) 8 Ao gD A8 el aladin) e dhaaiall 508 4 s Badsad)l LAl 8 Aall el alaaiu¥) )l zeldY) -
"3 sadll
Al oA JUbY) Jeall 4t e SI Jie | gsalll olaVL el ) gla¥) e uS 8 llia -

The differences between linguistic knowledge (competence) and linguistic performance are revealed,
for instance, though slips of the tongue. Consider the following example:

bl Y 5 IO e JE) i e ¢ ey o sl 12V 55 LK) Ay galll 38 el oy (30

Example: when a speaker refers to the ‘queen’ of England as:
‘That queer (strange) old dean’ instead of the intended: ‘that dear old queen’
- He knows that the queen was not a ‘dean’ and was not ‘strange’.

- Everyone makes errors, and often we catch ourselves doing it and correct the errors.

- This shows that we know what is the correct form of the word, phrase, or sentence which is involved in
the error.

- Memory lapses (pauses/gaps) sometimes prevent us from remembering the beginning of a sentence,
producing errors like the following sentence in which a singular ‘he’ is mistakenly used instead of the
plural ‘they’ to agree with the plural subject ‘John and Smith’:

‘strange’ oS5 ol s dean S5 ol Skl of aley KISl
Lemanaaiy st g Lelhad) ) catils o Gla¥) e 58S 8y celhaal ¢ S 1 asenl)
Las e oginl l dleadl 5 bl Al il JSEI g8 Lo aled Ll jelay 138

a0 Y Uadll 350 e He el daua aladind 1Jie sladl lld g iy s cileall 40y S5 e Lila) Unilay (<l sadll/sd gill)s IR ) san
‘John and Smith’ Jelill they aeal)

- Example:

John and Smith went to the cinema, where he spent the night.

- The fact that people make occasional "slips of tongue" in everyday conversation does not mean that
they do not know their language or do not have competence in it.
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- Slips of tongue and like-phenomena are performance errors attributed to a variety of performance
factors like: tiredness, boredom, drunkenness, external distractions.

Aalll 8 8eleS o Sliay Y gl (ysdyaa Y (s@.ﬂ 2 Y A sl lialaal) 8 MLl Y 51 63 Llaal (bl o)) dagsal)

Tan AN il a5 S Ll ecandll 1 Jia s1a¥) Jalse (e de sile A sana lllia 5 ol3Y) sUnal o dgliall alghalls 5 oludll Y

Communicative Competence
- The question now is:
- Is linguistic competence alone enough for successful communication?

- In fact, the competence that speakers of a language possess must include their ability to handle the
various uses of language in different contexts.

- It should include a wider range of abilities than the linguistic competence of the Chomskyan tradition.
- As linguists say the most important function of language is communication.

- Successful language use for communication entails the existence of what is called 'communicative
competence' among the speakers of that language.

¢ als JLaidl S5 lasa 5 salll 36SH a2 98 ) dl

S (Bl Cilide b Al cilaladiod Calite ae Jaladl) o 508 Jadi (o) cany Al (pfianiall 30 US (Aidal) 3

_é.\gﬁﬂ\ OMM\J%)J\ 3;1355\04@“}\ Lé\.Lu‘_Ar_ MQ\‘,—\HQ\JE\
ool sill o Aall) b Aida g anl of (sl S8 LS

Aall) @l pfaniall s bl gl Bl G o Lo 3935 o 3ty Jaal gill eall) A1) s

- Communicative competence : can be defined in terms of three components:

A U S DA (e Ll et (S Abial) gill Bl -

(1) Grammatical/linguistic competence 3 salll Ay saill 3Ll
(2) sociolinguistic competence Jaagil Y selell
(3) strategic competence. Jaar) iy 5.l

(1) Grammatical competence:

- It means the acquisition of morphological rules, phonological rules, syntactic rules, semantic rules and
lexical items.

- Such rules enable the accurate use of the words and structures of a language.
- Today grammatical competence is usually called ‘linguistic competence’.
Agaaal ) sall 5 VA 5 4 gail) el gl 5 Blaill 5 (ol ae ) B QL) el
Al 3 ) il 5 LSE (385 Jlasinly e ac) il 38

‘linguistic competence’ & salll sl o sall 4y il 36l anss La Bale

Syntax and Morphology Page 10



11

(2) Sociolinquistic competence:

- ltrefers to the social and cultural norms that enable speakers to use the language appropriately
according to the ‘social context’.

- That is: formal contexts (education, political speech, etc.), informal contexts (a party, a social
gathering), the addressee (parents, friends, bosses), social class (low class, high class), sex (males,
females), age (children, adults), etc.

- This is important because different situations call for different types of expression/way of speaking.

- For example, if one says 'good-bye' in greeting someone, it is inappropriate in a particular social
context.

- To take another example, when you speak with your boss at work you use a different language from
the one you use with your friends.

- Thus, besides knowing the structure of language (grammatical competence), speakers have to know
how to use language (sociolinguistic competence).

"o laia ) Hlaudl” 3 5 Cuulie IS5 AR aladinl e Gfiaaiall S5 Al AR 5 e laia¥) uled) ) e -

sy elBaaY) Y )ug.:L\A.J\ (‘;:LA.\;\ clal ¢ dlas ) D) Ol Bledl g (cj\ sww\ adl) ‘g.;a:ﬁﬂ\) w)ﬂ p el (2 [KY P

oA G (o — dib ) aadl (A — S3) Guiadl (Al ARl — 5 8l A8l ) duelaial) A5 (Jasd)

SIS A e gl el (e Adlide £ ) ) alla AGlA) () gall (Y age el I -

el Ghdl & Al pe A4 Hha gl (e adh Al 'good-bye’ aaas) JE 1Y) G Jus e -

_&Gm\@e&ﬁ:um@M@l\éﬂwﬁh&uemw\&w)@gﬂum;)s\d\_'u -

(e laa¥) 4 gall) 3l ) Aalll aladiinl A4S 48 pa agale cany o sianiall ¢ (A saill 3ol Aalll (oS 3 46 jee ) ASLYL A -

- We do not achieve much if we only know the structure of a sentence such as:
Can you lift that box?

- You should be able to decide whether the speaker wants to discover how strong you are (a question) or
wants you to move the box (a request).

Can you lift that box? : Jis 4 jxall (e &I I Jea ol Lild Jasd dlaal) (S 5 Ld e 13
(k) DA e I 3 gaiall Jai ol ey IS ) () il Gl B (gae iy )y g AlKE SN L 588 o) 308l elile caag

(3) Strategic competence:

This is to do with the knowledge of verbal and nonverbal strategies in order to:

(a) compensate breakdowns (such as self-correction),

(B) enhance the effectiveness of communication (e.g. Guessing meaning from context, tolerating ambiguity).
sdal e Akl el 5 Akalll Cilai) VL alad) ae Jandl & 3l o2

(Y i) Jia ) elad¥l aygni ]
(omsead) o (ol (Slandl JA (e il (s (JURY) Jis o) CVLaiV) dallad 33

- A clear example explaining the meaning of strategic competence can be obtained from Second Language
Acquisition (L2 acquisition).

- Thatis, In L2 use, learners experience moments when there is a gap between communicative intent
(what they want to say) and their ability to express (to say) that intent.
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- Some learners may just stop talking (which is a bad idea).
- Others will try to express themselves via a communicative strategy (which is a good idea).

- For example: an Arabic L1 speaker who wanted to refer to ‘horseshoe’, but he does not know the
English word .

- So, he used a communicative strategy by saying:
The iron things which horses wear under their feet.
-This flexibility in language use is a key element in successful communication.
- In essence, strategic competence is the ability to overcome potential communication problems in interaction.
Al Al L) e ale Jpeanll (Say duni) i) 5eUSH) e ) el 5 Jlie
(S 5958 O s 50 13 ) ol 5l A 0 B 5 i ()65 Laie cildaadl) 2 s (ile A1 AR aley (e ¢ A0 ARD) Aol & () Jinys -
SMar il agiiean e e (1shsk Of) al) (e agd 58 (s
"I«_‘gus)ssga," Cuaall e Jasd cad ¢ o) Jaisall e Cpalaiall (pamy -
Mo S8 g " dleal sl Cilai) V) Gasb (e aeiil Le e g oum O sl AY) Gandly -

A a1 ARlL S allan Capey Y sa (815 "han B50n " RS U sl 5 (e sl RRIS A pad) Aallly 3R QG Jases e

dﬁéﬁﬁu‘-#‘ﬂ‘“ﬁ#b&“‘emw‘m
el 2l iad g g o3 aaadl (e g siad) o) S a

AV g Jeliil b Alainall Jual il JSUa e il e 508l 8 Tl jind) 36l duaddl)
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Lecture 11

In this class, we will cover the following points:

1- the meaning of GG

2- the properties of GG

3- deep and surface structure

Generative Grammar

What is Generative Grammar

Earlier approaches to syntactic description attempted to produce an accurate analysis of the sequence
or arrangement of elements in the structure of a sentence.

- While this remains a major goal of syntactic description, more recent work in syntax, especially generative
grammar, has taken a rather different approach in accounting for the sequence of elements within a sentence.

€Aall sl gl Aalis) ale

Alaal) S 5 (8 pealiall (s 55 o) Jududll (585 Julat 7Y 43 glae 3 (g sl Clua gl) o 8 (3l 8 8

Alead) Jals ealiall Jolos Jiadl Le b Lo as ) Llida Lags

Generative grammar: The dominant theory of syntax is due to Noam Chomsky and his followers,
starting in the mid 1950s and continuing to this day.

sl s 8 yaina s 1950 Chuaiia (e Al el 5 Sona 8 o g8 Alaall ol le d diaggal) 4kl AR a0 ) 6B dsalil)

This theory has had many different names through its development (Transformational Grammar
(TG), Transformational Generative Grammar, Standard Theory, Government and Binding Theory (GB),
Principles and Parameters approach(P&P) and Minimalism (MP)).

However, this theory is often given the blanket name Generative grammar.
" 52 TG —TGG- ST S o LS la okt 3 53 DA Adlidall clawd) o Sl @lliag culS 4y kil o2
Generative grammar ~b 4kl ol asi e Lle « Ja JS e

A number of alternate theories of syntax have also branched off of this research program; these include
Lexical Functional Grammar (LFG) and Head Driven Phrase Structure Grammar (HPSG). These are
also considered part of generative grammar.

Definition: Through generative grammar, Chomsky attempted to produce a particular type of grammar
with a very explicit system of rules specifying what combinations of basic elements would result in well-
formed(correct)sentences.

Head ;5 (LFG Lexical Functional Grammar) dedis : Jaall malipll 138 Cuads 8 dleald) clll Al Sl plaill e pp2ell cllia
generative grammar 4alll e 8 42l (e s 3a ¥ 58 ixy . Driven Phrase Structure Grammar (HPSG)

AV LiSay A V) pealiadl ol A1) paal 5 ol 3 ARl 2l 58 (a Cypma i ) Smsa 5 sl cill) 2] g8 il VA (e 1y o

Jeall laaaa SIS maw Al
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- This explicit system of rules is similar to mathematical rules.

Ml I Gyl se il adie 58 Gl ) (e gl sl Al 18
Some properties of GG

Properties of GG include:

1- The ‘all and only’ criterion:

- The grammar will generate all the well-formed (correct) syntactic structures (e.g. sentences) of the
language.

- The grammar will fail to generate any ill-formed (incorrect) structures.
- (in other words, ‘all’ the grammatical sentences and ‘only’ the grammatical sentences)
GG aalll ac) g8 dualiil (alliad
‘all and only’ Jbxe -1
Mrana il S Aise all) 3 Jead) IS iy (o s Al 2c ) 48
s " (o JSE Guie S i g L) B Qi Cosu Aall) 20 B

"y JS e "sp 130 Ay sl ASaY) T 5 4y sadl Jaad) IS 31 iy

Example: (A)

John met Richard yesterday. (well-formed/acceptable to native speakers)
Yesterday, John met Richard. (well-formed)

*Met John yesterday Richard. (il-formed/unacceptable to native speakers)
* yesterday met John Richard. (il-formed)

(B)

She went to America last week. (well-formed)

Last week, she went to America.  (well-formed)

*Went she last to week America.  (ill-formed)
*America week went last to she. (il-formed) Etc.

2- The grammar will have a finite (limited) number of rules, but will be capable of generating an infinite
number of well-formed structures.

zona JS0 4wl ) il (e 2 gane e 23 2L e 3508 ) oS5 Cogu (815 ¢ alSall 5 ae) @l e 2 gane 23 GBS g Aol e ) B -2

- -Thus, the productivity of language (i.e. the creation of totally novel, yet grammatical, sentences) would
be captured within the grammar.

Al 2o gl g 55 g (WS 50 (oS s ) A4 Bl g g
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- Example (A): speakers can understand/produce a sentence like the following one, even if they have
not seen a sentence like it before:

;G;L»M\éhdh\j&mﬁg,XL;;BJ:\A;QLASGE\}?@OJ%Q}SM\

- In 2006, a star suddenly became 600.000 times more luminous that our sun, temporarily making it the
brightest star in our galaxy.

- Example (B): through the rule that says that English is an SVO language (i.e. English sentences follow
the order of subject + Verb + Object ), we can produce an infinite (unlimited) number of new sentences,
as follows:

Saaall Jeall (e dgana e e A0 ) WiSad ¢ 4 J srda -J28 -Jeld 4 5lasY) 4Gl 8 Aleaadl i 5 o J585 ) Bac Wl JBIA (e

John met Sam. She bought a new house.
The boy ate the sandwich. They sold their car last year.
| like reading. He plays football every weekend.

That is, an endless number of novel, and grammatical, sentences
saall Ay il Gl il 5 Jaadl (e (gl pe d3e ga A

3- Recursion criterion: the rules of this grammar will need the crucial property of recursion, that is, the
capacity to be applied/repeated more than once in generating a structure.

¢ S5 glaall (1o dada ddia D) ) #UsT (o 4y sall) saclal) 028 3 LISaY) 1 Recursion criterion ) Sall -5 glaall sl -3
Sl Aaalii) (83 e e SIS Sale )/ Gudat e 5 a6l 1 ey

Example: (A) repeat prepositional phrase more than once: B s e S gall gy dlas ) SS

The phone was on the sofa.

- Now, where was the sofa? Near the door. Okay, where was the door? in the hallway. This recursive effect
can be put into a single sentence:

The phone was on the sofa near the door in the hallway beside the .....
The same recursive rule applies to the prepositional phrases in the following:
- The gun was on the table.
- The gun was on the table near the window.
- The gun was on the table near the window in the bedroom.

Example (B): Put sentences inside other sentences that = sale Jagi yi Ll Jaadis 6 A daa Jaly A "dWal"

- Mary helped George
- Cathy knew that Mary helped George.
- John believed that Cathy knew that Mary helped George.

- The same recursive rule applies to the phrase ‘that hit the dog’ in the sentence: ‘this is the man that hit
the dog’.
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- We can create an endless series of other phrases and embed them into the previous sentence, as

follows:
‘this is the man that hit the dog’:ilesl) & ‘that hit the dog’ s_lul & didas ) Sl ac & i
A5l dlead) 3 Ledlaol s giie e Aia il jle oS3 LiSay
This is the man that hit the dog that bit the cat that chased the rat that ate the cheese that......

- thus, there is no end to the recursion which would provide ever-longer versions of this sentence, and
the grammar must provide for this fact.

- Basically the grammar will have to capture the fact that a sentence can have another sentence inside it,
or a phrase can have another phrase of the same type inside it.

il o3gd 850 ag A alll ae ) Bl 5 ¢ oiae g gl (e Jshal Jaal) (e S lacal b g4l e ) ) S A aa g Y UL
oA B ke o ssiad o) (S 3kl Ol dealy dlea e (5 siad ) LSl dlaall O A3 7 )28 g 5 il Galu)

- 4- Deep and surface structure: the grammar should also be capable of revealing the basis of two other
phenomena:

L et Gulal e sedall e 3 508 (4S5 o g 4y 2lll 2o ) 8l - Deep and surface structureueall s sdaudl S )
FEirst: how some superficially distinct (different) sentences are closely related (similar in meaning):
"l (8 Aglia" 88 5 Uals ) Adadi e by a8 jaaiall Jaall Gam o) S o A gY)
Ex. Adam sold the house. (Active sentence)
The house was sold by Adam. (Passive sentence)
It was Adam who sold the house.
Adam was the one who sold the house.

- The difference between these two sentences is in their surface structure (the syntactic form they take
as English sentences), that is, one is an active sentence and the other is a passive sentence.

- However, at some less ‘superficial’ level, the two sentences are very closely related, even identical, in
the deep structure; i.e. meaning.

- So, the grammar must be capable of showing how a single deep structure can be represented by two
different surface structures (e.g. active and passive structures)

Alaally (5,AY1 5 "Allad” Al Alaally oy Baaly MLy (R alas¥) ARN 8 Aleall ol JSE )osalall Sl 3 sa Gileal) (s DAY
Al )

— iy raaly it Sleny ol Gas) S 5 8 (e (15K Lagdl s ¢ Gy IS Oilead) Jasi 53 edy palal) il siall Gany b oJls S e

Oheng g bindans LS 5 A je Jaadl (e il (IS5 Jiay o) (S ) 51 Gaeall S 51l o) 4aS jledal e 3 )08 o585 o) ang Aall) ae ) 8 13
(Aadi e 5adadi Jes Sl i) sl g Sina

- Second: how some superficially similar sentences are in fact distinct (structural ambiguity).

" malal S " 5 il g 5 g aL" ada U el ey LG A4S (Lol
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Example: Suppose we have two distinct deep structures (i.e. meanings) expressing:
1- Sara had a stick and she hit a man with it.
2- Sara hit a man and the man happened to have a stick.

- - Now, these two different concepts/meanings can be expressed in the same surface structure form, as
follows: ‘Sara hit a man with a stick.’

This sentence is structurally ambiguous as it has two distinct deep structures (meanings/interpretations) which
are expressed in a single surface structure.

- Thus, we can say that:
s 1- Sara had a stick and she hit a man with it.:JEl & Jxall e il (g jaaie Cpiiee S 5 ellad Wl i yiai)
2- Sara hit a man and the man happened to have a stick
JUall 138 Jia Mg pallall " Ladass LS 5 4SS je Baa 5 Alany Lagie udll (Sane Jinall g o sgdall 8 (pilise (i (Y15
LCliRe uina A aal g g el S5 Aleall w28 8 Sara hit a man with a stick.’

eall aaly €53 G die e s (audill s /inall 3 ) G dan Ofee (S i lliad Ledl Cum S il MAal y e dmdle a Aleall 5
M aUall " L taud)

- Structural ambiguity occurs when two distinct deep structures representing two different concepts/ideas are
expressed in the same surface structure form (i.e. the same sentence).

2 @l jandill o )l e Fra e SIS) Elliad 5 oadan JSE A Baal g dlea gl Baad 55 jle Wl ()5S Leaie Gy rdleadl S Al i gaal)
[l ?d,u] RISV

- More examples on structural ambiquity:

(A) ‘One morning, | shot an elephant in my pyjamas.’
- Phrases, as well, can be structurally ambiguous:

s Ul 3l slall () el il Leis Al 8 Jidl) Gl s o) (Saadl (e ¢ Relanlls Jadl e Sl (3Ua) 43 J gy S o) coaia e Jia
Al Gy

(B) ‘young boys and girls’ the deep structure can be
‘Young boys plus young girls’
OR
‘Young boys plus girls’
L lall an 2V Y S o) 1 jlkua ab il 5 2 Y1 () 0 5Ss o) Ll (liine Jany JUial) 38
- The grammar should be able to show such differences which lead to structural ambiguity.

ol Sl ) ga (Al aSEAY) sda Jia jledal e 3 50lE ) oS5 o) Ll b Aalll e 8
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Exercises on structural ambigquity

In what ways are these expressions structurally ambiguous?

- We met an English history teacher

- Flying planes can be dangerous structurally ambiguous

- The parents of the bride and groom were waiting outside

- The students complained to everyone that they couldn’t understand.
- Visiting witches can be dangerous structurally ambiguous

- The boy saw the man with a telescope structurally ambiguous

- She loves ballet more than her friends
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