Lecture 9

Clauses
Clauses

Phrases and heads

Word order

Clauses come in a variety of shapes and sizes.

A matrix clause (or an independent clause or a main
clause) contains a finite verb only (a verb that is marked for
tense, person, number) and can stand as an expression in
its own right.

An embedded clause (or a dependent clause or a
complement clause) can contain a FINITE (or NON-FINITE)
verb, but is structured to be attached to (embedded in) a
main clause.
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Example:
Matrix clause
1- He saw a movie

Complement clause

(finite)
2- She wanted to stay
(finite) (non-finite)
3- She told him that he should stay
(finite) (finite)  (non-finite)

Dependent clauses are also called "subordinate
clauses", and they can contain, as above mentioned, a
FINITE or NON-FINITE verb
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Example: consider the dependent clause ‘that
he should stay’ in the following sentence:

She told him that he should stay
(finite) (finite)
(non-finite)

On the other hand, independent clauses might be referred
to as "main clauses", and they contain finite verbs only, as
aforementioned.
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Example: consider the following
independent clause:
He saw a movie
(finite)
- consider also the independent clause ‘she
wanted’ in the following sentence:
She wanted to stay
(finite) (non-finite)

- Only embedded (dependent) clauses can have a

complementizer (that, for, whether, if, etc.).
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Example:
He claimed that he saw Kim

She wondered whether Kim left
For you to beat him was unexpected

- Only main clauses have subject/auxiliary inversion (in

| Example:




yes/no questions).

If you see John, will you recognize him?

(in yes/no extl uSe aclus / Jols Sllai duii 4l 5 jidl) béi | (dependent clause)

(main clause)

questions)

*If do you see John, you will recognize him.

Did she claim that John saw him?

*She claimed that did John see him?

Practice:
Which clauses are dependent? Which are independent?

- There's a lot to learn in syntax. (dependent clause)

- He asked me if | arrived safely. (dependent clause)
- If you can't find your way, please ask for help. (dependent clause)
- John having left early, we left too. (dependent clause)

MOOD

: Each clause has mood. Mood has to do with two sets of distinctions:
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The distinctions between:

Making statements (Declarative)EX. She met John in the park.
Asking questions (Interrogative) EX. Did she meet John in the park?
Issuing commands (Imperative).EX. Open the doo
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2) The distinctions between whether the speaker/writer presents an event as: Lo O R3AY)
Possible EX. He may have left. ok
A fact EX. (He did leave). -l jj\iij
We might also classify clauses based on the kind of information they share: ' _Luu
- Relative clauses Lada
- Interrogative clauses J) Caiat Wiy
- Existential clauses —waaclauses
- Conditional or hypothetical clauses. Slasleal g 53
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Give more information about a noun. Example: ‘I knew’in: ‘you are not the e shee GL‘*"
man | knew’. eedloe S
(2) Interrogative clauses: MW‘ Jaa-2
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Ask a question directly: Example: he asked, ‘Are you happy?’ il
or indirectly: Example: he wonders ‘whether you are happy. ’
(3) Existential clauses: o IS
In English typically begin with ‘there is or there are’ Example: There is a mouse in my . e
room. fald d:;ﬁi’
(4) Conditional or hypothetical clauses: Al s B;Lc_.
If........ , then...... Example: If you study hard, you will succeed. asi Lo 4l
Examples:Who is he? (direct interrogative clause)
...... who he is. (indirect interrogative clause) 9 Agh i Jaa-4
There is a cat in this house. (Existential clauses) Al )

...... that | saw yesterday (relative clause)

Of these, notice that the second part of conditional clauses, as well as the existential
and direct interrogative clauses are independent.

The others are subordinate clauses.
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Phrases

Phrases

Every phrase contains a head, which is the major content or
function word within that phrase.

Phrases are named after their heads:

That is:

A noun phrase is headed by a noun

A verb phrase is headed by a verb

A prepositional phrase is headed by a preposition.

Example head phrase type
the book book NP (noun phrase)
the Spanish book book NP (noun phrase)

PP (prepositional phrase)
VP (verb phrase)

in the Spanish book in

goes to the store go
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Aaall L)y S 13 3gansY) Alaall- A noun phrase
o

J=d Alaall () OIS 13 Z3lad Alaall- A verb phrase
O3} all cagya dles- A prepositional phrase

Practice:
Identify the head of the following
phrases, and name the type of

phrase:
at the airport,
read the book,

gives it to him give VP (verb phrase) a tough question
the man,
on the sofa
Word order

Basic word order

Languages most often have a way of ordering the basic
constituents of clauses (e.g. subjects, verbs and objects).

Using this classification, we can begin to consider how
languages arrange their words.

In English, finite clauses have the order subject-verb-object (the
dog ate the bone or he saw me).

The subject and object are noun phrases, while the verb heads
the VP which contains any object NPs.

In English, word order is fairly fixed.
But notice that the verb comes first in direct interrogative
clauses with have or be or do:
Example:
Are you happy?
Has he left?

(verb-subject rather than subject-verb).
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The objects of verbs may be
subdivided into direct objects and indirect objects.

Direct objects: usually immediately follow the verb (like
‘The book’) in the following sentence:
Ex. He read the book.

Indirect object: are often expressed periphrastically, as
prepositional phrases (like ‘to him’) in in the following
sentence:
Ex. I gave him the book
| gave the book to him.
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Reordering words:

When two words switch places, the switch is known as
‘inversion’ .

For example, in the question: ‘are you happy’?

As mentioned above, the subject ‘you’ and the verb ‘are’ don't
follow the basic word order subject-verb.

It is often said that the subject and verb are inverted when
asking a question with ‘have, do, be’ in English.

Another way to consider changing word order is to look for a
word that moves, where it moves from and where it moves to.
This concept has a simple name: movement.

From this point of view, we might say that:

‘are’ in the question ‘are you happy?’ has moved from its
original position in ‘you are happy’ to a new position before the
rest of the phrase.
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Expanding phrases:

- Speakers of all languages don't just rely on basic word
order and movement to build sentences.

- We can expand simple sentences by adding material in
the form of new words and phrases.

- For instance, we can expand:

‘language’ into: ‘a language’ and, further, into: ‘a
difficult language’.
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Adjuncts: are extra phrases such as ‘at the store’ or ‘in
September’ that we can add to verb phrases (like ‘bought
it’) to form:

‘bought it at the store’

‘bought it at the store in September’.

- Notice that the material we added to ‘bought it’ all
branched to the right.
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