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Words are important: basic units of language Unlike phonemes and syllables, words carry
.meaning

Unlike sentences, which are forgotten soon after we produce them, words are stored in a
speaker's mental dictionary or lexicon. Words are the fundament building blocks of
.language
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Native speakers of English know thousands of words such as read, language, computer, on,
whose meaning and form cannot be predicted. However, once they know the meaning of
phish ( obtain sensitive information via email fraudulently ), they can recognize and
.construct words such as: phised, phiser, phising, and unphishable
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Thus, MORPHOLOGY is that component of the grammar which studies the structure of
.words to account for the knowledge that native speakers have about their own language

T sl sd ) ga ¢
Aalill agil o 098 L Gl o A8 pal clalSl) Ay Gy oA AR a0 B e (5%

Native speakers know how to segment a string of sounds into words when they write, for
? instance, so then: What is a word ? How can it be defined
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Linguists define the word as the smallest free form in a language. This means that it can
:occur alone and in different positions in the sentence as well
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¢ A: What creatures do children find most fascinating
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sl B: Dinosaurs
Paleontologists study dinosaurs

Dinosaurs are studied by paleontologists
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( Dinosaur are —s extinct ( -s is NOT a free form *
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morphemes

Like syllables and sentences, words have an internal structure which consists of one or
. more
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A Morpheme

is the smallest unit of language that carries meaning. For example: Builder is made up of
build ( construct) and —er (one who builds) Houses is made up of house (dwelling) and —s
((more than one

One-morpheme word is said to be simple and two or more morpheme words are said to
.be complex. Ex: and, hunt, hunt-er, hunt-er-s
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Free and bound morphemes
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A morpheme can be either free, when it can stand alone, or bound, when it must be
attached to another one. Ex: boy vs -s
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A free morpheme in English can be bound in a different language. Ex: head and *fi (in
Athapaskan, an Amerindian Ige). In this language, this morpheme is bound , sefi, meaning
.my head
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Conversely, a bound morpheme in English can be free in other languages. Ex, play-ed vs
(thaan leew ( eat + past in Thai
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Allomorphs
. are the variant forms of a morpheme
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Example 1 : the indefinite article in English has two variants: a when preceding a word
that begins with a consonant ( a book) and an when preceding a word that begins with a
.( vowel ( an orange
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Example 2: The plural morpheme —s has 3 pronunciations: [s], [z], and [az] as in cats, dogs,
.judges , respectively
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cats,dogs,judges.rspectively Jis 3z s,z, (3hill i a) ¥ Lgaal aid ) gall gaal)

Do not confuse spelling changes with allomorphic variation. Ex : e in create and ride is
dropped in creat-ive and rid-ing. On the other hand, there is allomorphy in eclectric /
electric-ity and impress / impression, where the pronunciation changes but not the
[spelling. [k] => [s] and [s] => [sh

ANLYSING WORD STRUCTURE
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To identify the internal structure of words, we need not only to identify the component
morphemes but also to classify them according to their contribution to the meaning and
.function of the word
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Roots and affixes:
Galsllly gl
Complex words consist of a root morpheme and one or more affixes
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The root
Al

is the core of the word that carries the major meaning component. Typically, roots are
lexical categories suchas N, V, A, or P
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Affixes are NOT lexical and are ALWAYS bound morphemes. For ex, --er in teach-er ( V+er
(=>N

, —-erinteach-er (V+er => N Jia  5ada Laila ad 5 cApanaa Cund ciliadll)

receive, conceive, perceive, permit, submit and commit.
ANAL:YSING WORD STRUCTURE

(contd)

:Below are examples of the internal structure of some words
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Below are examples of the internal structure of some words:

N A N A
I\ /A [\ I\
vV Af Af A N Af A Af
| | | | | | | |
Teach er un  kind book s black en

: Affix types : There are 3 types
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A prefix is attached to the front of the base. Ex. De-activate, re-play, il-legal
S8l (e ala¥) 8 el ) A gaa ge Ay

De-activate, re-play, il-legal . :JYa

A suffix is attached to the end of a base. Ex. Faith-ful, govern-ment, hunt-er
daclal) Y L;'“M‘ s 3l :\ijy 48y
Faith-ful, govern-ment, hunt-er . :J%s

An infix, which less common, occurs within another morpheme. For example, in Tagalog,
the language spoken in the Philippines, we find: bili @ buy, the past form of which is b-in-
.ili @ bought
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.Beware ! —ish in boy-ish-ness is NOT an infix

Arabic, and other Semitic languages, has interesting illustrations of infixing. Roots in
Arabic are consonantal. Various combinations of vowels are
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Alad) i jal e Adlide cilaS 5 U g, infixing abaiadU 3 e Aliaf Cuadd ¢ 5 A) dralu clad g (A ol 4l
Al 43l gda

s JUia
Kataba => ; wrote, kutiba => has been written, aktub => | write/am writing.
One way of representing these facts is by

assigning vowels to a different tier, level

AF

Problem cases

English morphology is said to be word-based. Consider the following: re-do, treat-ment.
.Most complex words are like these two

Not all languages are like English, Spanish and Japanese, verbal roots are ALWAYS bound
.and cannot therefore stand alone. Arabic is also like that
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English also has a number of bound roots such as unkempt ( unkempt hair) which does not
. break into un+kempt
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Other words such as inept were borrowed into English from Latin ineptus (unsuited).
.Today, this word cannot be broken up into * in-ept
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Another class of borrowed words from Latin via French is represented by the following:
receive, conceive, perceive, permit, submit and commit. Each potential division of the
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word does not have a meaning of its own. Re- => 'again’' but —ceive => ?. Consequently,
.these words cannot be segmented

Ao Al e A (e B latisall cilalSl) e (g A Add LA o
Jia

.receive, conceive, perceive, permit, submit and commit
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