Therefore, when someone says “I'm sorry”, it is not only to state the fact that he or she feels
sorry but also to carry out the speech act of apologizing.
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Austin distinguishes three different acts/forces in any given speech act. “Do you have a

watch?”

1- The locutionary force: what is actually said; the production of the words that make up the

utterance.

2- The illocutionary force: the intended meaning of the utterance (asking for the time)

3- The perlocutionary force: the effect achieved by the utterance on the hearer. (the action
created; the listener looking at the watch and tell the time)
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