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The Ode to a Skylark
5,8l J) Bavad The title of the poem

The Ode to a Skylark is one of the most famous
poems in the English language.
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Shelly in this ode idealizes the singing of the (e eliall JUe 3apaill oda &
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In the singing of the skylark, Shelly finds an (ot a3 - Byl (e plinll
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The poet contrasts the sorrow of human life with
the joy of the skylark.
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In this poem, Shelly dwells upon the sweet and
rapturous singing of the skylark.
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The music of the skylark has been idealized by
Shelly.
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The poet wants to know what is that inspires the

skylark to sing such melodious and ecstatic strains.
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He contrasts the sorrow and suffering of mankind
with the unspeakable joy of the bird.
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If it were possible for the poet to experience the
gladness of the skylark, he would be able to sing
songs as sweet and delightful as those of the bird
itself.
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The speaker says that no one knows
what the skylark is, for it is unique:
even “rainbow clouds” do not rain as
brightly as the shower of melody that
pours from the skylark.
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The bird is “like a poet hidden / In the
light of thought,” able to make the
world experience “sympathy with
hopes and fears it heeded not.” It is
like a lonely maiden in a palace tower,
who uses her song to soothe her
lovelorn soul.
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“like a poet hidden / In the light of
thought ,” "
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" sympathy with hopes and fears it
heeded not .".
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It is like a golden glow-worm,
scattering light among the flowers and
grass in which it is hidden.
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Pain and languor, the speaker says,
“never came near” the skylark: it loves,
but has never known “love’s sad
satiety.”
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: ““never came near
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“Love’s sad satiety .

Of death, the skylark must know
“things more true and deep” than
mortals could dream; otherwise, the
speaker asks, “how could the notes
flow in such a crystal stream?”
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_things more true and deep
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Form
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The rhyme scheme of each stanza is extremely
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simple: ABABB.




Notes

Lines (1-5) Hail to thee,........... unpremeditated art | Hail to thee... (1-5) L sha
e pé (B

The poet calls the skylark a cheerful and happy dagdl 7 53l Heldll oo iy
spirit Bl
The skylark is not a bird but a spirit because, flying Gy Sl ke sl 3 ,8l)
at a great height, it is not visible. onS o8l e Glas -~ )]l
BTN

The poet offers a warm welcome to the skylark. 1o L i jelil) any
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He joyfully greets the skylark. o 3l sy
The skylark sings spontaneous songs from Ol (e Ay ghe e sl i
somewhere near the sky. sland) ey )8

It sings sweet melodies which express the feelings
and emotions of its heart.
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A continuous stream of rich music flows naturally
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from the skylark. Bl (e (anda JS
The skylark sings effortlessly and without any e ] g5 g 353yl
previous preparation Bl
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Lines (41- 50) Like a high- born maiden....... From
the view
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The skylark is here compared to a damsel of high
young birth.
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This girl is supposed to be residing in a palace
tower where she sings songs of love.
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The girl herself is not visible to outsiders because
she is confined in the tower.
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But the songs of the girl overflow her apartment,
and are heard by people outside the same as the
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skylark. Bl Jia
The skylark is like a beautiful, shining glow- worm 335l adansi dlias & Byl
flying about among the dew covered grass and oxe (535 g (Blad daa g
flowers. A M5 dall
Both the glow-worm and the skylark are invisible & 3yl 33 gall e gl DIS
but we are conscious of their presence. o2 gl Ha Likly 5y
Lines (61-70) teach us ............ some hidden want. Lii galay (61-70) i)
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The music of the skylark is full of a rapturous joy
which seems to have a divine quality.
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As compared with the skylark’s singing, a wedding
song or a song of victory would seem to be
meaningless.
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By comparison with the skylark’s song, other songs
seem to suffer from some deficiency which we
cannot define.
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Lines (71-80) what objects.......... love’s sad satiety i) L (71-80) sk
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The poet wants to know what the source of the aa e Gim o jelall y

skylark’s happiness is. Byl 3alas

Is the skylark so happy because it has never known
any sorrow or grief? The skylark feels so happy that
there can be no question of its ever feeling lazy or
indolent.
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The skylark does not experience the disillusionment
or disgust which human beings experience.
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Lines (81-90) walking or asleep...... saddest thought
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Both in its walking and sleeping hours, the skylark
must be seeing truer visions of the nature and
significance of death than human beings can.
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And that is the reason why the skylark is so happy
and why it can produce such continuous and
rapturous music.
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The life of human beings is full of disappointments
and frustration
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There is an element of pain mingled even with their
most genuine laughter.

L) s AV e uaic llia
Adids Y dlaall ae

The sweetest songs of human beings as those that
are full of sorrow and grief.
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The songs of the skylark, on the contrary, are an
expression of pure joy.
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Explanation
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The skylark’s flight and its song
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A skylark, says Shelly, is not a bird but a spirit
which pours forth rich melodies of
spontaneous music from somewhere in the
sky.
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The skylark flies higher and higher, singing all
the time.
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In the golden light of sunrise, the skylark flies
and floats unseen in the aerial regions.
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We feel the presence of the skylark in the sky
just as we feel the presence of the moon which
is hardly visible to the eyes in the clear light of
the morning
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A series of similes
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Through a series of similes which follow,
Shelly suggests the sweetness of the skylark’s
music, the invisibility of the skylark, and the
great height from which the bird sings.
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The skylark is like the poet who soars to the
regions of lofty thought, whose thoughts are
not easily understood, but whose music can be
fully enjoyed.
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The skylark is like a high- born maiden
pouring forth her love into sweet songs which
flow beyond her bower, though she herself is
not visible
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The perfect joy of the skylark
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The skylark is ignorant of human suffering as
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also of the sad satiety of love. Ol aall
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human beings.

That is why music flows from the skylark in
such a crystal stream.
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The tragedy of human life contrasted with the bird’s joy

Sl 7 8 ae mailiny laaY) sl slula

Human beings yearn for the impossible
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There is a touch of sorrow in their merriest
laughter; their sweetest songs are songs of
sadness.
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But even if human life were not so ugly and
sorrowful, human beings would never
experience that intense joy which belongs to
the skylark.
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If the poet were to experience even half of this
joy, he would feel inspired to compose poems
as sweet and irresistible as the songs of the
skylark.
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There 1s something unique about the skylark’s
ecstasy, and this ecstasy is at the root of the
skylark’s exquisite song.
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Model Questions

1- In the singing of the skylark, Shelly finds ...

unattainable by human beings?

A- Sadness | B- depression |C- Ecstasy
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D- ugliness

2- The skylark is .......... of human suffering as also of the sad

satiety of love.
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A- Ignorant B- aware | C- Knowledgeable
dals

D- observant
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