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Primary referring expression

Secondary referring expression

they refer directly to their
reference like:

These expressions are headed by
pronoun and refer indirectly like:

A dog He
Your friend The big ones
George Adams Ours
The flowers in that basket That one
Concrete Abstract
Unique (fixed) Non-unique (variable)
Lake Ontario Lake Dog Idea
Japan That dog Door problem
Barak Obama My uncle leaf Reason
The Philippine islands Several people Stone Knowledge

Literal meaning

Figurative meaning

The key to the front door

The key to success

A bright light

A bright future
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Countable Referent

(Awsals) Concrete

(322) Abstract

Apples idea
Coins Problem
Pens Suggestion

Toothbrushes

Non-countable (if their references are concrete)

Continuous substances Numerous particles Different names
Apple sauce Sand Furniture
ink Rice Jewelry
mud Luggage
Toothpaste
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Non-countable (if their references are Abstract)

Advice Information Beauty

Animals names Food names

Anglo-Saxon (countable nouns) | Norman-French (non-countable)

Cow Beef
Calf Veal
Pig Pork

Notes :

- Furniture, jewelry and luggage - always non-countable
- Scissors, tweezers; trousers, shorts and jeans = always plurals

- inference : additional information to connect between what is
said and what must be meant

- Concrete : which can be seen or touched

- abstract : which can't be perceived directly through the senses
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