المحاضرة الاولى
....................Lecture No. One... 
Semantic relations among words and phrases.          
To understand the meaning of words you must study some aspects of meaning relevant to linguistic analysis.
Synonyms: They are words or expressions that have the same meaning in some or all contexts. The pair of words in the following table provide good examples of synonyms in English: 
Semantic relations among words and phrases. 
1-youth               A-adolescent
2-begin                b-start
3-remember       c-recall
4-purchase          d-buy
5-vacation           e-holiday
6-big                     f-large
Semantic relations among words and phrases. 
    Although  pairs of words we mentioned are synonyms in English, there is still slight difference in meaning. For example, Christmas and Spring Bank holidays are holidays but they are not necessarily part of one's vacation. Similarly ,although youth and adolescent are used to refer to people of the same age, only the word adolescent has the meaning of the word immature in a phrase such as 
Semantic relations among words and phrases. 
He is such an adolescent!
So ,some linguists believe that it would be inefficient for a language to have two words or phrases whose meaning is absolutely identical in all contexts. 
Antonymy 
Antonyms are words and phrases that are opposites with respect to some component of their meaning. The next pairs of words provides examples of antonyms:
1-dark        a-light
2-boy         b-girl
3-hot         c-cold
Antonymy 
4-up           d-down
5-in            e-out
6-come      f-go
Opposites are opposites with respect to at least one component of their meaning. The meaning of boy and girl are opposites with respect to gender, although they are alike with respect to species (both are human).
Antonymy 
Similarly, come and go are opposites with respect to direction although both involve the concept of movement. 
Polysemy 
Polysemy occurs where a word has two or more related meanings. The following words are example of polysemous words in English:
1-bright        b- shining & intelligent.
2-to glare     b-to shine intensly&to stare angrily.
3-A deposit  c-minerals in the earth&money in the bank.
Polysemy 
Due to the speed of technological age, words in English acquire additional related meanings to accommodate the new concepts and perespectives.The word surfers are found not only on the ocean wave but also on the web in cyberspace. 
Homophony 
Homophony exists where a single form has two or more different meanings. Let's see the following examples:
1-bat  a-flying mammal bird b- a piece of equipment used in baseball.
2-bank a-a financial institution b-the edge of a river
3-club  a-a social organization b-a blunt weapon 
Homophony 
4-plot a-a plan of literary work b- a small piece of ground. 
5-pen a- a writing instrument b- a small cage
In fact polysemy and homophony create lexical ambiguity as it has two or more meaning.
Tom bought a pen.
The previous sentence is ambiguous because the
Homophony 
Meaning can either be a writing instrument or it can be a small cage to keep his pet animal in. 
Semantic relations involving sentences. 
Like words, sentences have meanings that can be analyzed in terms of their relation to other meanings. We consider such relations here-paraphrase-entailment ,and contradiction.
Paraphrase.           
Two sentences that have the same meaning are said to be paraphrases of each other. The following pairs of sentences provide examples of paraphrases: 
Paraphrase: 
A-The police chased the thief.
B-The thief was chased by the police.
A-I gave the book to Chris.
B-I gave Chris the book.
A-It is unfortunate that the team lost.
B-Unfortunately, the team lost.
Paraphrase: 
A-Paul bought a car from Sue.
B-Sue sold a car to Paul.
A-The game will begin at 3 p.m
B-At 3 p.m ,the game will begin.
The previous sentences are paraphrases and related to each other and they have the same truth conditions. 
Paraphrase: 
However ,the only difference between each pair of sentences lies in the fact that emphasis differs from one sentence to another. In A sentence ,the emphasis on the word (police) but in the B sentence the emphasis on the word (thief) .
End of the first lecture. 

