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e Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal
e Lecture 10

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:

e Language and class (chapter 8).

8.1 Introduction

8.2 Linguistic variation and social class

8.2.1 Accent and dialect: regional and social variation

8.2.2 Accent and dialect: a clue to social information

8.3 Does social class really affect language?

8.4 The problem of defining social class

8.5 Research into the relationship between language and social class
8.5.1 William Labov: the social stratification of ‘r’ in New York City

8.5.2 Peter Trudgill: the social differentiation of English in Norwich
8.5.3 Williams and Kerswill: dialect leveling in three British towns

Language and class (chapter 8).48kall 5 4al)
8.1 Introduction.
e A given language is not used in exactly the same way by
every one of its speakers.
Lo opfiaaiall hidgwum@ﬂ\u@@ue\&“\gy o
e This variation can be caused by a number of things. One of
these things is class.
Azl 2 :«\-w\f\ sa aald _JJA;\)’\ (e e @u)\:\;\ﬁ\ aa Gigas (Say @
e There is a connection between a person’s social class and
the linguistic variety that they use

e s ) (g il g il ad il Ao Laia ) Al oy A80e llia o
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8.2 Linguistic variation and social class
Lelday) 4l g o @ll) Cadasy)

8.2.1 Accent and dialect.Aa¢lll 5 4:<U)
e Accent: refers to features of speakers’ pronunciation that can
signal their regional or social background.
S LalBY) agila] i o Sy G Gianiall (3hi eSle ) adis AU o
doc Ly
e The pronunciation of words is associated with a certain
geographical area.
ipra B i il o ISl 35 L5 o
E.g. water in Cockney accent
water in London accent
e Dialect: refers to a variety of a language that can signal the
speaker’s regional or social background.
Eaaiall LAl s o oSay ) Aalll (e de giie de gana ) i iagll) o
Lelaay) 5l iy
e Unlike accents which differ only in pronunciation, dialects differ
in their grammatical structures:

A i) LlSla 3 clagll y slailly Calias il LSl iAo
E.g. Do you have. .. ? (US) Have you got. .. ? (UK)and in their vocabulary

E.g. sidewalk (US) pavement (UK).
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8.2.2 Accent and dialect: a clue to social information.
doslaiay) cila glaal) oo 588 sdagll) g Aigtl)

e Social class of a given character is often indicated by the type of accent or dialect
they use
L saninns 3 Al ol S g g5 ann (pane ol 3 e Laia V) AB ) L L Lle o
v’ E.g. Literature: In Hamlet, Shakespeare makes some clear linguistic distinctions
between the lowly gravediggers and Prince Hamlet through their use of language:
xaYl gl giall sl jlaa oy danal g Ay sadll (55l Goams uueSE Jrag a8 1aaY) S v/
axll PURIREN B ESPRGNAFY
e These gravediggers, members of the lower social classes, speak in prose (that is,
ordinary speech), rather than in the verse which is spoken by the characters of higher
social standing.
S el e Yy (faale ALK gl) il 8 caaall dpal) Lelaia¥) Glikall (e sliacis o sil) 5 lis o
Ale de Laial Bk (5 53 (o ladd Ly Caaal,
e Hamlet’s speech is much more poetic than that of the gravediggers. Such poetic
language suggests a character’s educated background and socially superior position.
i g 5 (Cppalaiall dpad Bl 418 4 il Ll a8 e sl 5 lis (e Ay seld ST s cilals ilad @
Lo laial (9 58l

8.3 Does social class really affect language?4allly la 58 dueldia¥) 48l Ja

YES. Social class affects languagedalily i duelaiay) A8kl ani

e The higher a person is on the social scale, the more their speech will
reflect prestige norms.
Lad STy celaia¥l 7 oadl e il el juledl AlSa (1Say o
e Speakers at the top of the social scale speak Standard English with
very little regional variation.
s Jalf ae Al 4y laiyl aaaiil) elaia¥) x ol e e VL (Sl o
(8 Cadlaa sl
E.g. Sentences
He’s a man who likes his wife or he’s a man that likes his wife are both
acceptable forms in standard English,
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e The further down the social scale we go, the greater the regional
variation.
el Zoaall 8 @ledY) e e ey alBY) DY) o) H LS o
He’s a man at likes his wife,
He’s a man as likes his wife,
He’s a man what likes his wife,
He’s a man he likes his wife
He’s a man likes his wife

8.3 Does social class really affect language?4alll s yisi daelaia¥) daudall Ja

E.g. Words
WC Lavatory toilet
e All the above words are acceptable in Standard English, and all refer to the same
thing.

il il Lgmpan o5 can ) 3, 5L Al e o oSl Sl ren
e There are some non-standard words which also refer to the same thing:
bog lav privy Dunny john

ool Gl St Al @) e LK) ey s o

8.4 The problem of defining social classielaal) dadall oy ja5 A

e Social class can be divided into:
o)) e Laia ) Akl i Sy @
a. Upper
b. Middle
c. lower
e |tis not easy to differentiate members of one social class from those of another.
Lelaial gAY sasl gl A5l eliact ol Jesd) (o sl 451 @
e There are some factors which can determine the specific class that people belong to:
Leall oy (i) (o Aama 458 20a5 G (S Al Jalsall iany Alin @
1- education,
2- occupation
3- economic
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8.4 The problem of defining social class
Ao laiay) ddual) iy ot ASiis

Some people equates social class with money:
Ol ge e aia ) Aihal) Wil may Jols o
The main problem with equating social class with money is that it is not always the
middle classes that have money.
Jlall Ll ddass giall clgadal) Lails gl 430 8 Jlally Ao Laia ) A3l 31 sluse pa Ay )l A3 @
Some people equates social class with education:
addail) wo Lo Lain ) Akl Jalad (l (aey
The main problem with equating social class with education is that it is entirely
possible that an individual who is middle-class might not earn more than an average
amount of money.
Aadall e sa 2Ll () Lelad (Saall (e il s alail) aa dpeLain ) ARl 31 sluse ae Ay ) UG @
) e o giall o ST (e Joany Y o dass il

8.4 The problem of defining social classdslaiay) Adudal) Ciy a3 A<iia

A report published in 1997 proposed a new classification for social class based on occupation:
Aigall Gelud e doelaial 458 aas Caiai 1997 ale (8 jaa 8 2 Bl e
Class 1 Professionals and senior managers: doctors, lawyers, teachers, etc.
A cCnalaall 5 nalaall g L) 1o el JUS 5 gl 1 A3l @
Class 2 Associate professionals and junior managers: nurses, social workers, etc.
A conelaa¥) Gailad¥ s clia jeal) 1 isisall 5 a5 O sacluall O panadidl 2 25l o
Class 3 Intermediate occupations: sales managers, secretaries, nursery nurses, etc.
_éj\ cailizaall LLL'AJAA\} :QJU)SMJ\ cC'.xLx_.}gA\ (S e :&:\u}]\ Q@.,d\ 34l o
Class 4 Self-employed non-professionals: driving instructors, builders, etc.
S el g salall (o yae somigall pe paldll agibual 4 440 @
Class 5 supervisors, craft jobs: charge hands, plumbers, telephone fitters, etc.
Class 6 Routine jobs: truck drivers, assembly line workers, etc.
2 cqenil) bad Jlee 5 cilialal) il g, ) Cailla )l 6 4% o
Class 7 Elementary jobs: labourers, waiters, cleaners, etc.
A il e «Jalsil) cJlaad) Agaiy) Cailla sl 7 4550 o
Class 8 Unemployed.
Jeadl e cplhlall 845 )1 @
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8.4 The problem of defining social class
Fe Liia ) Ak iy yos IS

e According to the above report::edel il
1- The further down the scale you go, the less well paid the jobs seem to be.
(9SS il g JBL il gl 9ad g ¢ QAR e el Uil AL e
2- The more money a person earns the higher up the social scale they are.
2 Slaiay) alad) o) 5 s S quaSy paddl Juall (e 35l
e Why is it difficult to define social class?
Aoelaia ¥ Akl 1a3 Caall (e 13 @
e Some of the jobs included in the lower divisions can actually provide a fairly high
income, such as the plumber; plumbers can have a comparatively high income.
tellond) e el o ye Jad b gl Cilala@iVWU Jiu¥) ¢ adl 8 da ol Cailla gl and (Say Linll 5 @
Lo &l e J30 agd 05 o Slud) Sy
e Some of the occupations listed the higher class divisions, such as teaching is not

always the most well paid occupation.
s il g Y Ll G oyl Jie ¢ Ao f 28 cilandil A o) gal) (any @

8.5 Research into the relationship between language and social class
4o LaiaY) Afdal) g Aall) ¢ ABDMat) A Eual)

e Different sociolinguists studied the relation between linguistic variation and social
class: we will discuss three studies :
E 8L o gas sdpe Laia¥) Akl 5 (g lll GOEAY) G 28Dl e laia¥) dall) ala] Adlise ciluyy @
Sl
v’ 8.5.1 William Labov: the social stratification of ‘r’ in New York City
v’ 8.5.2 Peter Trudgill: the social differentiation of English in Norwich
v’ 8.5.3 Williams and Kerswill: dialect leveling in three British towns
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1-8.5.1 William Labov: the social stratification of ‘r’ in New York City
& g0 gt Abiaa gﬁ " sladial) el asdil) cea g aldd g

e In 1962, the American sociolinguist William Labov conducted a
study of the relationship between social class and linguistic variation
in New York City
Aadal) o AR e Al 3 G Al (S e elaial) 5 al (1962 e i e

) g0 o Wit b (5 salll AR 5 A LaiaY)
e Labov studied the linguistic variation in three department stores.
AN alia) g lll GO g Ay e

e One is an upper class store, another is a middle class and the third is
a lower class department store.

Aaadall 35000 0 dae sa Gl g o gl Andall g AV Lladl A8l jatie g8 aa e
Laall

e Labov wanted to find out whether the presence or absence of a
pronounced ‘r’ in words such as mother, bird and sugar was
determined by a speaker’s social class.

Jie QS A dga g0 Y 2T 8 1Y) e 4d jrae 8 g0 o e
deldiay) dgdall JSaais caua Cuaea sugar s mother, bird

e Findingsz=liill

e Labov found that the higher the social class of the speakers, the
more instances of post-vocalic ‘r' they would use.

il g 22 Vs 220 @i )] (ualSiall dpe Laia V) Akl Candi )l LalS 45l Ca g 2a 5 @
L seadiing Al 'R Al o g 5a

e This means that there is a relation between social class and

language.

Aalll 5 dpe i) dddall o ABDle cllia o iz 128 @
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8.5.2 Peter Trudgill: the social differentiation of English in Norwich
Giligusi o A lail A laiay) Alalial) 1daag S s

e Trudgill’s aim was to find out whether social factors played a part in
the way the people of Norwich spoke
i) Ay phall 8150 ali Ape Laia ) ol sall cuil€ 1)) Lo 3 jaad Jad 55 Caoa (S o
il g5t A el BlSy
e Trudgill’s research depended on creating situations of varying
formality.
OS5 glite c¥a B1a e Jadg i Chga daind @
e Then he tests whether his informants will use
Al cpalaall aadiis IS 1Y) L a5 e
e formal style

e |ess formal style
e casual style’
' 4.;.4)\.:2 Ll )

e Findings g=itill
e Trudgill found that the higher a person’s social class, the closer to
the prestige variety their speech would be.
de giiall dugd) @Y (S8 doelaial) palad¥ 48 eV elli Jangyiang o
PN
e In other words, -The higher the social class of the speakers, the

closer their speech is to the prestige variety.
e sile dam sa 2SI 38 ((pualSiall Ao laia ) dsdall Cundi ) LalS (5 A1 3 jlixas @

7|
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8.5.3 Williams and Kerswill: dialect leveling in three British towns
Gde S A dgilay yll Aaedl) 4 g 1y e Sy el

e Williams and Kerswill studied the accents of adolescents in three British
towns:
ailay p Gae SO 3 ada] el Slagd iy Sy by uy @

a. Hull b. Melton Keynse C. Reading
The three towns differ in their social composition

elaaa) Ly ¢85 3 (jae GO Calids o
e Data were collected from 96 speakers through

Clelewd) (30 96 A o Clilll aan & @

v' Individual interviewsa_j# <Ollis

v" A discussion with a pair of speakers.Clelowdl (10 = 5 ) e A8l

v' A group discussion ilas 4dla

e Findingsz=iill

e Williams and Kerswill found that that the accents of the three towns were
converging - leveling or becoming more alike.
i e S8 Gmal & il ) - 4 e SO Gaall lagd O is 0S5 5 el ang e

&) g

e They found some class-based differences in pronouncing the vowel sounds

of some vowels.

Aladl Cag a (andd Ol a3l 8 Al CDUAY) (asy | san s @
e They found some class-based differences in the shift to the consonant
patterns of Estuary English:
A day) Gl (380 g3 Llal ) Jgail) 8 diidall CliDEAY) sy 1san s @
E.g. a.the glottalisation of ‘t’ in butter, .
B. the replacement of ‘th’ sounds with ‘f’ or ‘v’.
e This reflects the relation between social class and linguistic variation.
55l Gl 5 e Laia ) Aidal) (o A83Mal) uSay 130




