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e Sociolinguistics-Dr. M. Al-Hilal
e Lecture 13

In this Lecture, we will discuss the following:
10.3 The linguistic definition of standard English.
10.3.1 Linguistic variation
10.3.2 Logic and correctness
10.4 Standard English and education.
10.4.1 Standard English in the school
10.4.2 Standard English and social equality

Attitudes to language (Chapter 11)

11.1 Introduction

11.2 The evidence

11.2.1 Attitudes to Whole languages

11.2.2 Attitudes towards Varieties of a language
11.2.3. attitudes towards Words and interaction

10.3 The linguistic definition of standard English.
gul) 2 3l g gl iy 0
10.3.1 Linguistic variation ¢ gll) <adiiy)
e |t is difficult to give an exact linguistic definition of
Standard English because language varies in its use.
alias A5l Y Asuldll 4 laid (g sal 3y iy yati elac | Coniall (10 @
" Lealazin b
v E.g. People use different styles of spoken language
depending on the situations they find themselves in:
) ) sl e Talaie) 48 ghaiall Aalll (e ddkise el ulill adiing v/
48 aguadd | gan
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e Where you are (at home, in the office, at the park).
(ARl 8 Sl 8 il &) el ol o
e whom you are talking to
4,,\3\ Ghaat LﬁM‘ UM\ e e
1-in terms of status (e.g. your boss)
(s 5 -3ia) 3S sl Ll (30 @
2- in terms of age (e.g. your little brother, your
grandmother)
(hiza ¢ pall AT Jia) jeall Cun (e
3-in terms of intimacy (e.g. your best friend).
(pren) igria Jia) dapend) A8al) als (4o @
e what you are talking about (e.g. the state of the nation’s
economy, your opinion of a work of art, a football game)
(8 Jas ey ) 8 4l Al Jie) die Ot Dl o
(paal) 3 )S daal

10.3 The linguistic definition of standard English.
Aoguagl] A 3yl g g iy 23

e 10.3.1 Linguistic variation g sl <UAY)
e The style of language you use depends on the formality of the context and the
amount of planning that is involved.
. Canaiall Jayladdl) i g sloaad) e LISE addiall dalll oo aainy @
e E.g. Our language varies in the following situations:

Al ey B L Gilids o
1- A casual conversation between you and a close friend is an informal event which
won’t be planned in advance.
Loase Al apladtl) ol ey e dda 8 0 jie (e g iy A jlall Baladll @
2- When you give a speech or lecture, you will plan what you say, and the way you say
it

Lex Jsti ol A5y jhall g cad i Lol Jadadis 3 jualae 5l (ilad (| xic o
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10.3.2 Logic and correctnessdisay (ghiall

e Two claims were made for standard English:

Aldl) 4 5ala i3 fpele ) ol o
1-Standard English is correct: this claim indicates that non-standard varieties
are incorrect.

Aania e 4l el Gl o ) eleaV) 1 pdy tmasnall o s dasy) jleadl e
2- Standard English is ‘logical’ or systematic and rule-governed: this claim
indicates that non-standard varieties are not systematic and not rule-
governed

O ) sle ¥ 13ty -bac il LeaSay s oagie 5l ik 58 45yl Jlas o
Saclal) LeaSad W g daliiie Gl 4puld il CiliaY)
e Linguists argue against these claims
Gilelea¥) s 2 Gy ealll Jalss @
e e.g. (1) The verb be in its distinction between singular and plural could
be considered quite ‘illogical’.

SAhia St Lalai o b ) (S g pandl g dall (p Jaaa Jadl) (6% o) (S @

Singular Plural

| was we were
you were you were
s/he was they were

e.g. (2) There is no distinction in standard English between the form of be
with

be JS& G dapulall 45001 4 S aa g Y e
Singular you (you were) and plural you (you were).
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10.4 Standard English and education
paill g 4 5alady) s

10.4.1 Standard English in the school
) (B ey s

e The motivation for making children speak Standard English in school is explicitly
given as the need to communicate effectively.
s Jol 5 5 55 pum (oo gumgr (s syl (8 A ) &yl ) ity QLY Jaad bl
lzd
e E.g.In 1995, the British government launched the ‘Better English Campaign’,
whose aim was to improve standards of spoken English around the country.
A3 il s Gpant ) oS il " i sala) Jumdl leal " iy ) e sSal) s <1995 e b
A0 el e 8 48 shiall 4 jlasY)

10.4.2 Standard English and social equality
Ao Laial) Bl shsall g 4 Jalady) s

1 - There can be a relation between speaking a non-standard variety and social
equality:
rae Laial) 8l gluall g ulidll e g gia haad o d80le cllia () &S o oS
2 - John Rae links standard English to economic survival and success:
gl (alai®) Ll 4 jalas) dpnldll () O s Jay
“nothing more effectively condemns an individual to his class or ethnic ghetto than
an inability to communicate clearly and logically in English”
dihia g 7 ua g Jusal i) e 3508l ane (e B el gl sl aliad e ol axidllad ST 5 Y
" A el
3 - African American Vernacular English (AAVE) is seen as sub-standard and the
obligation is firmly placed on its speakers to change.
55t Lgmaa g s A 5 (5 stnall (350 yulaal 88 5 (AAVE) daaladl 4 lacill) 4S5 51 48y 5300 jhay
Jeill gy pfiasial ol 1Y
4 - Speakers of a non-standard variety like African American Vernacular English
(AAVE) may suffer discrimination at the hands of teachers and employers.
o Osilan (AAVE) &S e 48 5331 dalal) 4y laiy) Jie dpuldl) i de iie de pene Janie
Jasll QL i 5 Gan sl gl (el
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10.4.2 Standard English and social equality
doeLaiaY) B ghosall p 4 3ulay) e

5 - Standard English is therefore seen as the appropriate dialect in the job market.
el (3 g (B dpulie dagdS 4 Rl dpulall Hlayy @
E.g. In Britain, Gillian Shephard suggests that
‘Those who have not mastered “our marvelous language” should not expect to be
able to get a job’ (Daily Mail, 14 October 1994).
OF V) bl s = iy lilday p
iy e Jpmal e 58 055 of @5 V" Al W ity 05 Y ) ol
6 - There is a clear obligation on non-standard speakers to change if they wish to
keep their rights as citizens to take up employment.
il 5 aghgiay BalEaY) ey | S 1Y) pll ) Akl ye alSie e a5 ol ) Glia e
Jesdl s

e Standards English and standards.4 s julae
e There is a close relation between the language we speak and our social standards:
e laiaY) U julaa s Lhiaai il dalll oy 4885 80e s o
e Norman Tebbitt, MP, 1985 points out that:
o ) e 1985 <MP <Tebbitt g5 o
e |f you allow standards to slip to the stage where good English is no better than bad
English, where people turn up filthy at school . . . all these things tend to cause
people to have no standards at all, and once you lose standards then there’s no
imperative to stay out of crime.”
oAl Lol i) 3 5la Y1 (o Jumdl Bl A e Al el Y JLl il Cinans 13) o
385 S e o JS) pmlee @llia (35S0 o A Jaad Gl Jrad a0 o8 JS | A aall 836 s
" Al e lams el ey cllia Gadd g Baal 53 e pladll

e Similarly, John Rae 1982 points out that
O 1982 sl s e (Jiddls o
“Attention to the rules of grammar and care in the choice of words encourages

punctiliousness in other matters . . . in such matters as honesty, responsibility,
property, gratitude, and apology and so on. (John Rae, The Observer, 7 February
1982)

Gaall i il . s AT dilien 8 e sal) b 48l gl LS Lad) b Ale 5 sail) acl g ) QLI o
(1982 _nl i 7 el yall cgl ) sa) JSa 5 ¢ eV g LY 5 cdaSlall 5 cdd g gusall

4
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Attitudes to language (Chapter 11)
(11 Jaill) 4alh) Y Cdb) 5o

e 11.1 Introductiondsial)

e People assign various attributes to language forms; they may feel that a

language or variety of a language is
GG (e de gana of Aalll L jads 88 438 ¢Aall JIKET ) Adliad) il ladd 10l o

R
v ‘elegant” Ayl
/ Vi . 2N -t -
expressive A R
v ‘vulgar’ AlNia
v ‘guttural’ "aala"
v ‘musical’ "d i sa"

e or that one language form is ‘more polite’ or more ‘aesthetically pleasing
or displeasing’ than another one
DAY (e "eliiad o Wilaa™ ST o "Ludes I Aal aal g JSE o 5 e

11.2 The evidencedY)

e We can find evidence of positive and negative attitudes towards a wide range of
linguistic issues:
gl LUl (o a5 e sane sad Apdadl Fda¥) 5l e Sy 053 o (St o
e 11.2.1 Attitudes to Whole languages <l dlals i) ga
e |n Britain, although many languages are in daily use, only English has official
recognition.
oy Sl gie | Leaad & lai) b ¢ 59 lasial 3 Clalll pa el (e o2 <Ly 35 6
e For the English especially, multilingualism is viewed with suspicion and as a threat
to national unity.

Aoids ol sas ol luags 4dia g el et g Gl Hlahy Ay HlaiY Lo gnd @
e In aspeech to a meeting at the Conservative Party Conference in October 1997,
Lord Tebbitt, a prominent Conservative, called for national unity saying, ‘we need
common values, a common culture and a single language’.
leay ¢ b Ladlae 5oy Cund 2l <1997 ST b Gulailadd) Qi a aisal glaial dlel 4dS 8 @
Msan) g Aad g AS yifia 4dlE 5 (AS jidia il dalay i U duib gl sas gl L
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11.2.1 Attitudes to Whole languages

C. Attitudes towards English in the United States have an association with national
Unity.
ia sl sas gl e () glat Lggal sasil) Y o) 8 A 3daiY) olat i) sl o
D. The promotion of English, both in Britain and in the United States, leads to the
marginalization of the other languages which exist there.
Aua 2 g A A Gl Giiegd ) (sas casiall Y sl s Lillay s A ol g Ay alaiY) il e
E. Minority languages and their speakers may be seen as divisive, even dangerous,
and a threat to political, social or economic stability.
b ) SO g s el g i caluilS adiaaiall g LIY) sl ) e o (Sar e
gy elaiay)

11.2.2 Attitudes towards Varieties of a language
Aall) pe Cilial olad CB) gal)

e We consider attitudes towards varieties of the same language.
Al iy dalide o) il olad i) gall yiini @
E.g.
A. Fasold (1984) describes how the French spoken in Europe is seen to be more
prestigious than that spoken in Canada, even by native Canadian French speakers
& Bsam and e ST 05K o Lyl (o o8 Gaaial) ) ety (o (1984) A suld Cany o
22 g3l A2l AL U8 e ia (S
B. People, usually high class, show negative attitudes toward non-standard varieties
of English in Britain, or towards American varieties such as African American
Vernacular English (AAVE) in the United States.
o clailag s 8 A 3yl Calioal Gpuldl) e Aplos (8l g olad el ¢ Aullall Aaal sale (alASY) o
saaiall Y b (AAVE) 4 Y1 dsalall 4S5 0¥ 4 3alasy) Jie 45 3 ¥) Glial) o
C. The creation of verbs from nouns found more in American English than in varieties
of British English is popularly criticized, as in this letter to The Times:
A alasy) Glual b dgle cilS Lae ST AS 51 4 i) elanl) e Jladl alag) e )il o
isall oda Al 3 Jlad) LS lpad saiiall Aty )
“Could we stop assuming that any noun can automatically be turned into a verb?
¢ LAl Jad ) Jsay o) 8l g O Gl il e i o (Sar @
(The Times, 1 January 1994)

11.2.3. Attitudes towards Words and Interaction
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Je il 5 clalsl) slad i) gall

A. In 1997, the British Psychological Society prohibited the use of the word subjects
in its publications to refer to those taking part in psychological experiments. Such
participants were to be referred to as individuals, people, and students and so on.

eli ) 3 LU Al Ll ) sine of go aladin) dpudil) dlay yull dpranll (o Hhany <1997 ale (8 @
Dl 5 ¢ (alasVI 5l YIS agall 5 LAY At oS bl eV e OIS dudill o ladll 84S L)
134

e The letters to October 1997’s edition of The Psychologist describe this decision as
‘tosh’ or ‘trivial’, and one which leaves the eminent writers of these letters
‘baffled’.

LSl & y3 Al aad agdl ol el jat aly a1 Ciua gy adill Alle jlaa) 1997 ST Jilu o
i il M) ogd (5l
B. Attitudes to words may be so negative that the words may be considered not

suitable for use at all. We often invent euphemisms to cover such words.
@l jlbe @AY sale 5 3! e aladid dudia e 5kl jliie) Sy duay S ) dlid) (il se 55 6 @
LS paa Jie Audazdl dalala
E.g. Instead of ‘death’ and ‘dying’ we might talk about ‘passing away’.
MM e Gaaati a8 B3l o' gall e Y e
C. Some words are considered so unsuitable that they become totally taboo.
LAWoJJEMC_uAQ:\;JmhAJLuLAﬁ\UAM)ﬁzJ °

11.2.3. Attitudes towards Words and Interaction
Selatl) o cilalSl) slas i) gal)

D. Expressions such as right, like, you know, see you later are negatively treated: Some of these
expressions may be associated with certain groups and may function as identity markers.
Cle sanal & il 038 (yimagy (3858 28 <llas ol o (32 5 8 oS 55 0 salat LS B el o il yun' o
100 eSS Jax Lay 5 5 chisnc
E.g. The expression you know
e You know is considered to be a ‘marker of imprecise, uncertain or uneducated “lower class”
speech’.
MLl Asdall" Uadl M AL e ol 5S3e e AdB) ye Adle o to be Al Liixy e
E. When women speak, attitudes towards their talk are often negative; women'’s talk is labeled
as ‘chatter’ or ‘gossip’ about unimportant or ‘trivial’ topics.
" Ll e sl el alad caal) s cdle 0 5S35 Le agias olad () sall Wle 5 ¢ 31 pall AOISI () 6S) Ladic o
Ml 5l daga e aual 50 Joa "JUEll JaI




