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1- Sunnah and knowledge

You have indeed in the M of Allah an excellent exam-
ple for anyone who hopes in Allah and the final day and who
remembers Allah much.} (Quran 33: 21

4Say: If you love Allah, follow me. Allah will love you and
forgive your sins, for Allah is Oft-Forgiving, Most Merciful.h
[Que'an 3: 31)

@Know, therefore, that there is no god but Allah...) [Qurs:
47:19]

€...Say: Are they equal, those who know and those who do not
know...?p (Quran 39: 9

1-2- Hellfire is the abode of those who lie about
Muhammad ()

1- Al-Mugheerah reported that he heard the Prophet (#) saying:
«Telling lies about me is not like telling lies about yourselves. Hel-
Ifire is the abode of those who intentionally lic about me.» [Buknar
and Muslim]

2- «Anas ibn Malik () said that three people came to the houses
of the Prophet’s wives to ask about the way the Prophet (#) wor-
shipped Allah. When they were told, they found that it was not very
much and said: We cannot compare ourselves with the Prophet
(#), for Allah has forgiven all his sins.

One of them said: I will pray all night long.

Another said: I will fast every day of my life.

The third man said: I have given up women and will never get
married.

When the Messenger of Allah () came in, he said: Are you the
ones who have said such-and-such? By Allah, I fear Allah most and
worship Him the best, yet I still fast on some days and eat on others, T
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prayand sleep during the night, and I have married women. Indeed,
he who refrains from following my way of life does not belong to
me.» (Bukhari and Muslim]

- Any innovation introduced into this religion has to be
rejected

3-*A’ishah (May Allah be pleased with her) said that the Messen-
ger of Allah () said: «Any innovation introduced into our religion
is rejected.» (Bukbari and Mustim]

4- Absti from seeking knowledge is not an
for ignorance

4- «Abu Wigid al-Laythi reported that while the Messenger of
Allah () was sitting among his Companions in the mosque, three
men entered. Two of them walked towards the Prophet (%), and
one avoided him. One of the two men who approached the Prophet
(8) found agapin the circle and sat down, while the other sat behind
the people. As for the third, he left the mosque altogether.

When the Messenger of Allah () finished his speech, he said:
Shall I tell you something about these three men? One of them
sought shelter with Allah, and Allah gave it to him. Another felt
shy (from squeezing himself into the circle in the presence of the
Prophet, which is why he sat behind the people); as a result, Allah
felt shy and forgave him. The third man turned away from Allah,
and Allah turned away from him.» (Bukhar and Muslim]

5- The best generation is that of the Prophet ()

5- ‘Imrin ibn Husayn reported that the Prophet (8) said: «The
best of generations is mine, followed by the one that comes next and
those thereafter. Indeed, the people who come after you will betray
one another, will not be trustworthy, will witness things without
being asked to testify, and will take vows but will never fulfil them,
and obesity will be a characteristic of their physical appearance.»
[Bukhari and Muslim]
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6- The virtue of learning and teaching the noble Qur'an

‘ ‘Uthmén (&) reported that the Prophet (#) said: «The best of
you is he who learns and teaches the Qur'an.» [Bukbari]

7- Introducing a good or bad practice

7- Jarcer ibn *Abdullih (%) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(#8) said: «If a man brings about a good deed in Islam and people
practise itafter him, he will be given a reward equal to theirs, without
any reduction in their Is; whereas ifhei abad deedin
Islam and people practise it after him, he will be given a punishment
equal to theirs, without any reduction in their sins.» [Muslim]

8- Calling guid or

8- Abu Hurayrah (%) reported that the Messenger of Allah ()
said: «He who invites people towards guidance will be given a
reward equal to those who follow him, without any reduction in
their rewards, and he who invites people towards misguidance
will be given a punishment equal to that of those who follow him,
without any reduction in their sins.» (Maslim}
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will happen when a bond-maid gives birth to her master, and when
certain camel herders compete to build tall buildings.
‘The Prophet (#) then recited:

{With Allah alone is the knowledge of the hour; it is He who
sends down rain, and He who knows what is in the wombs. No
one knows what it is they will earn tomorrow, nor does anyone
know in what land he is to die...) (Qur'an 31: 34)
‘The man then departed.
The Prophet () immediately instructed: Call the man back.
When the Companions tried to, they did not se anything.
‘The Prophet (£) said: This was Gabriel who came to teach people
their religion.» [Bukhari and Muslim]

18- Pillars of Islam

10- Ibn *Umar (<) reported that the Messenger of Allah () said:
«slam is built on five pillars: to bear witness that there is no god but
Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of Allah, to perform
prayer, to give zakit, to make Hajj, and to fast the month of Rama-
dan.» (Bukhari and Muslim)

)( Starting with the most important concepts when
calling people to Islam

11- Ibn *Abbas () reported that when the Messenger of Allah (£5)
sent Mu'idh to Yemen, he said: «You are coming to the People of
the Book. Let the worship of Aﬂzmmén_gﬁ_ﬁ call them
to. If they accept belief in Allah, tell them that Allah has enjoined
upon them five prayers cach day. If they accept that, tell them that
Allah has enjoined upon them zakat, which is to be given to the
poor among them. If they accept that, take what is due from them,
and be aware of people’s favourite possessions.»? (ukhar s Muslim]

1. “Take what is duc” means: take zakdt that is dve from them. ‘Be aware of people’s
favourite passessions’ means: do not take the best or the worst of their possessions, but
instead choose something in between,
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12- Paradise is the abode of those who believe in Allah

12- ‘Ubddah (%) reported that the Prophet (£) said: «Whatever
deeds he has done, paradise is the abode of one who bears witness
that there is no god but Allah alone, joining no partner with Him;
that Muhammad is His servant and messenger; that Jesus is the
servant and Messenger of Allah and that he (Jesus) is a spirit from
God, His word which He gave to Mary;* and that paradise is true
and hellfire is true.» [Bukhari and Muslim]

13- Three characteristics allow you to taste the
sweetness of faith

13- Anas () reported that the Prophet (£8) said: «He who pos-
sesses the following characteristics will enjoy the sweetness of faith:
Allah and His Messenger are dearer to him than everything clse,
he loves people only for Allah’s sake, and he would hate to become
a disbeliever again as much as he would hate to be thrown into the
fire.» [Bukhari and Muslim)]

14- Loving the M ger (&) is a requil of faith

14- Anas reported that the Prophet (#) said: «None of you is
considered to be a believer until he loves me more than his father,
his children, and all other people.» [Bukhari and Mustim]

}¢ Completion of faith

15- Anas reported that the Prophet () said: «None of you is consi-
dered to be a believer until he loves for his Muslim brother what he
loves for himself.» [Bukhari and Mustim)

2. The description of Jesus as a spirit from God, and His word which He gave to Mary, does
not imply any sense of divinity for Jesus. Rather, Jesus is doscribed as His word because he
came into existence not in the usual manner (as a result of conjugal relations) but through
Allah's command: “Be!” (Sce, for example, Ibn Katheer's commentary on Chapter 4,
verse 171 of the Qur'an.) Also, classical scholars usually interpret the reference to *spirit’
as indicating the method by which Mary became pregnant with Jesus: Allah sent angel
Gabriel, often referred to as the spirit, who blew into her. And Allah knows best. In any
case, none of this implies any divinity for Jesus. Despite his high status as a messenger
of Allab and his miraculous birth, be is a creation of Allah like any other; as such, be is

F' completely subject to His commands.
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y'SIQns of faith

16- Abu F h (%) d that the M of Allah (28)
said: «He who belicves in Allah and the Last Day should not do any
harm to his neighbour, he who belicves in Allah and the Last Day
should treat his guest with deference, and he who believes in Allah
and the Last Day should cither speak good or keep quiet.» [Bukhari
and Mustim]

17- On calling Muslims unbelievers

17- *Abdullih ibn ‘Umar () reported that the Messenger of Allah
() said: «If a Muslim called his Muslim brother an unbeliever,
one of the two parties would be an unbeliever.» [Bukhari and Muslim]

18- Faith is the best of deeds

18- «Abu Hurayrah () reported that when the Messenger of
Allah () was asked about the best deeds, he said: The best of deeds
is to believe in Allah and His Messenger.

He was then asked: What comes next?

The Prophet (&) replied: Striving (jihad) for the cause of Allah.

He was then asked: What comes next?

The Prophet (&) replied: Making a blessed Hajj» (Bukhari and
Mustim]

19- Allah may grant paradise to those who believe in His
Oneness, even if they committed a major sin

19- «Abu Dharr (4#) reported: The Prophet (i) said: A servant
of Allah who dies immediately after saying, “There is no god but
Allah” will enter paradise.

1 asked: Even if he d adultery (or fe ) and theft?

He replied: Even if he committed adultery (or fornication) and
theft.

1 repeated: Even if he committed adultery (or fornication) and
theft?

He responded: Evenifhe
theft.

F!x
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ied: Even if he 1 adultery (or fornication)

1 again g
and thefe?
He answered: Even if he committed adultery (or fornication) and

theft, against the will of Abu Dharr.» [Bukhari and Muslim|

20- People will be blamed for the deeds they committed
before accepting Islam if they do not repent after
embracing Islam

20- «Ibn Mas'ood (%) reported that a man asked the Messenger
of Allah (#): Are we going to be blamed for what we did in pre-
Islamic times?

The Prophet replied: He who does good deeds in Islam will not be
blamed for what he did in pre-Islamic times, but he who does bad
deeds in Islam will be blamed for his deeds committed before and
after his state of ignorance.» (Bukhari and Mustin]

21- It is unlawful to kill an unb ing warrior who says:
There is no god but Allah

21- «Usimah ibn Zayd (4) reported that the Messenger of Allah
(%) sent him and others on a military mission to al-Huragah, whom
they fought and d din the . ver, in the course of
the battle, Usimah and a man from the Angir chased another man.
When they caught him, he said: There is no god but Allah. The
Angiri immediately left the man being chased, but Usimah killed
him right away with his spear.

When the battle was over and they went back home, Usdmah re-
ported this to the Prophet (), who said: Did you kill him, Usimah,
after he had said, “There is no god but Allah"

Usiimah replied: He said it because he was afraid.

‘The Prophet (i) repeated his comment until Usimah wished he
had not become a Muslim before that day.»? [Bukhari and Muslim)

3. When a person embraces Islam with sincerity and repentanc, his o¢ her earlier sins are
wiped away. This is why Usimah, out of bitter regret, wished that he had become a
Muslim after having made this deadly error, since his sin would then have been wiped
away.

F!x
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22- The past good deeds of unbelievers when they
become Muslim

22- «iakeem ibn Hizam asked: O Messenger of Allah (), will 1
be rewarded for giving alms, frecing a slave, or maintaining close
relations with relatives, which I used to do during my pre-Islamic
times?

The Prophet () replied: You have become a Muslim (while
retaining your) past good deeds.» (Bukhari and Muslim]

23- The intention to do a good deed is rewarded even if it
is not fulfilled; however, the intention to do a bad deed is
not counted if it is not fulfilled

23- Ibn *Abbis (4#) reported that the Prophet () said, reporting
about his Lord the Almighty: «Allah has already foreordained the
good deeds and the bad deeds. He who thinks of doing a good deed
but does not fulfil it will be rewarded by Allah as if he had fulfilled
the good deed. If he thinks of doing a good deed and fulfils it, Allah
will record it as ten to seven hundred or even more good deeds. He
who thinks of doing a bad deed but does not fulfil it will be rewarded
by Allah as if he fulfilled a good deed, but if he thinks of it and fulfils
it, Allah will record it as only one bad deed.» (Bukhari and Muslim}

24- What to say when enticed by Satan

24-Abu H h () d that the M of Allah (£8)
said: «Satan may come to one of you saying: Who created this?
And: Who created that? (This will continue) until he asks you: Who
created your Lord? When he gets that far, you should seek refuge in
Allah and stop thinking about it.» [Bukhari and Muslim]

25- Believers will see their Lord in the hereafter

25- «Abu Sa‘eed al-Khudri (4¢) reported that the Messenger of
Allah () was asked: O Messenger of Allah, shall we see our Lord
in the hereafter?

‘The Prophet () replied: Are you doubtful of secing the sun and
the moon when the sky is clear?

Fix

o

Faith and tawbeed (Islamic monotheism) | 135

13113 0155180106 1)
sl A B 1 0,25 06 g5 g G s 21

el D gl S5 L G 55 U i el g
M8 B s, ik e S\ S Y ) Y 06

19 ) Y 236 U i s Gufe g s
Salel 381 45 G EES B K O Wi 5 8 o2
fosini] o320l U3 123

el 3] 5 S 62s

fEdhl ot 3,25 G EB 106 3> 33 25 (5 -22
b 5 g s 86 800 s a0 4 G S5
(kiini S b et e calef o S R g3

DN 18 e s 8 s el gy s 3

s

06 355 36 45 5 i s B G 8 B g 228
15 st 5k B 0 o2y s

etk 4 B G Glasd gy £ 30 0 LG Lo s

e T R

G Ghasd gy 2 54 00 LS Tes 2t U G i

20

FopisiZa 2oty s
[sinin;) 3ds-1y 222 O &

ol 3 a1 )

Faith and tawbeed (Islamic monotheism) | 137

.

Sl i 25 85 51 ba3lI 0, G

sl Suiaety q.L. & Gyl 96 106 B LE,.l 5i -24
B I, Gl 5 3 B 0B Gl G 0B B G G5
fossia i) 105y Buiecls LA

F Bl 1 5
f 5 5 Bl 325 6 06 G0 wte o
fizs 36 1) L2y adn gl b G3ad Ik 0w
S35 WS Y s o35 35 B 3 Y o5 106 Y
loidni) Legsis b

i -25




138 | Muhammad &. The Messenger of Guidance

We replied: Of course not.
‘The Prophet () then said: Seeing your Lord then will be as clear
as seeing the sun and moon now.» (Bukhsri and Mustin]

26- Only Muslims will enter paradise

26- *Abdulldh ibn Mas‘ood () reported that the Messenger of
Allah () said: «By Allah in whose Hands my soul is, I wish that
half of the people of paradise will be of you, for only a Muslim soul
will be allowed to enter paradise. Surely, compared with the unbe-
licvers, you are just like a white hair on the skin of a black bull.»
[Bukhari and Muslim)

27- Muhammad (&) is the seal of the prophets

27- Abu Hurayrah () reported that the M of Allah (&)
said: «In comparison with the prophets who came before me, I am
justlike a man who has built and decorated a house very beautifully
except for a space of a brick left out in a comer of the house.

When people are invited to the house, they look around, admiring
the house, but they keep saying: Will you fix a brick in that corner
to make the house look beautiful and complete?

I am the brick, and I am the seal of the prophets. [Bukhari and
Muslim]

28- When human beings are prescribed their sustenance

28- *Abdullih ibn Mas‘ood reported that the Messenger of Allah
() said: «The first period of the formulation of a human being in
the mother’s womb lasts for forty days; he becomes a blood-clot for
another forty days, and then he becomes a small chunk of meat for
another forty days; then Allah sends an angel and orders him to
write down the person’s job, sustenance, death and whether (he will
be) happy or unhappy during his life. Afterwards, life is given to the
embryo. Indeed, a man might do so well in his life that he gets to
justan arm’s length from paradise, but according to what is already
prescribed in his book, he does something that makes him join the
people of hellfire. On the other hand, a man might do so badly in
his life that he is just an arm’s length from hellfire, but according to

Fix
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what is already prescribed in his book, he does something that lets

him join the people of paradise.» [Bukhari and Mustio]

29- Everyone seeks what is already prescribed for him
or her

29- «‘Tmrin ibn Hugayn reported that when a man asked the Mes-
senger of Allah (#) whether people of paradise could be differenti-

ated from those of hellfire, the Prophet () replied: Yes.
“The man asked: Then why should people work?

‘The Prophet (2) replicd: Everyone seeks whatisalready prescribed

for him.»* [Bukhari and Mustim]

30- The most important deeds are the final ones

30- Sahl ibn Sa‘d as-Sa‘idi reported that the Messenger of Allah

(@) said: «According to what appears to people, a man might do
adeed that shows he will be an inhabitant of paradise, but he turns
out to be an inhabitant of hellfire. In contrast, a man might do a
deed that shows he will be an inhabitant of hellfire, but he turns out
to be an inhabitant of paradise.» [Bukhari and Mustim]

31- Everyone is born with a belief in Allah's Oneness

31- Abu Hurayrah () reported that the Prophet (£8) said: «Eve-
ryone is born with a natural inclination (towards Islam) instilled by
Allah. It is his parents who make him a Jew, Christian or Magian.»
[Bukhari and Muslim]

32- The story of the three people in the cave

32- [bn *Umar (&) reported that the Prophet (#) said: «Three men
went out for a walk. On the way, they were caught up in heavy rain.
After they had sought shelter in a cave in a mountain, a huge rock

& One of the meanings of this hadith is that believers should work hard for paradise even
if they are destined to be admitted to it eventually. Islam discourages apathetic, lazy and
id-back attitudes towards life; it encourages the believers to work hard for the life in this
world and in the hereaftce,
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